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It may have been that Daniel was his
teacher, for when he captured the city,
Daniel was the chief ruler of the king¬
dom by Belshazzar's appointment.

Cyrus also says: "He hath charged
me to build him an house at Jeru¬
salem." How or when this revelation
came to him we do not know. But
he was impressed with the thought
that he must do what God commanded
him to do, thougn it does not seem
that he was a worshipper of God.
He seemed to realize that the sen¬

sible thing to do was to let the people
of Israel, who were in captivity, re¬
turn to Jerusalem and then aid them
in building the temple.

He, therefore, issued a decree per¬
mitting any of the Jews who wished
to do so to return to their native land,
though he did not require any of them
to go.
We find (chap. 2:64-67)) that

4 2,360 of the people availed them¬
selves of the permission granted and
returned to Jerusalem. Along with
them went 7,337 servants. They had
for beasts of burden 736 horses, 245
mules, 4 35 camels and 6,720 asses.

Evidently there were a great many
people who remained in Babylon.
Most of them had been born and had
grown up there. They had established
their homes and their business rela¬
tions, and they did not care to give
these up. They were more concerned
about them than they were about wor¬

shipping God.
There are man*' people to-day like

those Israelites. They are much more

concerned about having their own

comfort and attending to their own

business, than they are about their re¬

ligious duties and privileges.
It was a long journey that these re¬

turning Jews had to take. It is esti¬
mated that it must have taken them
at least four or five months.

Cyrus in his decree called upon
those who did not go to help provide
what was necessary for the travelers
and also to make contributions for
building the temple. They responded
liberally, no doubt feeling that this
would make up for their not going
with the others. There are people
to-day who feel that if they make a

contribution to the Church, they have
fulfilled their whole duty.

Cyrus Bhowed liberality also. He
returned to them all the vessels of
gold and silver that Nebuchadnezzar
had brought from the temple in Jeru¬
salem. There were five thousand four
hundred of them.

It shows God's providential care in
that these vessels had been preserved
all these years. They had been pro¬
faned, but Tod did not let them be
destroyed.
We may well learn from this lesson

how God takes care of His own people
and provides for them. He blesses
them in many ways and asks them to
build up His temple in their hearts
and in the world. But He does not
compel them to serve Him against
thetr wills. He treats us the same
way to-day about salvation.

"Yes, they whose feet upon good
errands run

Are friends of God. with Michael of
the sun;

Yes, each accomplished service of the
day

Paves for the feet of God a lordlier
way.

The souls that love and labor through
all wrong,

They clasp His hand and make the
circle strong:

They lay the deep foundations, stone
by stone,

And build into eternity God's throne."
.Edwin Markham.
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How do ire try to perform work intrusted to us?H*Aa( Messina* accompany .faithful effort?How dors neglect react on character?

Faithfulness (1 Cor. 4:1-8):
Faithful is being full of faith. It may
mean that we are full of faith in an¬
other, either in our fellow-man or in
God. But a more common meaning
is that which the word has in this
passage. It implies that we have such

., "fcaracter that others can have faith
in us, that they can trust us. Of all
people in the world Christians ought
to be trustworthy. If they are not,
it will be impossible for them to ac¬
complish much for God. One of our
missionaries in China wanted to bor¬
row some money from '. heathen
C liinese banker. When the mission¬
ary asked what security would be re¬
quired, the banker told him that
none would be necessary. When the
missionary expressed some surprise at
that the Chinaman said: "Are you
i»ot a Jesus man?" What a wonder¬
ful thing it would be if all Christians
would so live that it could be said of
each one, "His word is as good as
his bond." When God gives us work
to do, let us always prove ourselves
faithful.
The Gospel Committed (Gal. 2:1-

10): The greatest blessing, as well
as the greatest responsibility ever
committed to man is the gospel of
salvation through Jesus Christ. Pn»l
realized this fact. He was careful in
his preparation for delivering this
message of good news, spending two
years in the wilderness of Arabia com¬
muning with God. Then he went
forth fearlessly to deliver it. Hard¬
ships had no terrors for him. Dan¬
gers did not stop him. "This one
thing I do."

Diversity of Gift (1 Peter 4:8-16):
God calls each one of His people to
service. He does not expect all to
serve in the same way, for all have
not the same gifts or abilities to
serve. It may be that you are to
serve God by showing consideration
and good will to others. You may be
called upon to be a faithful steward
in the administering of the means
that God has given. A Christian busi¬
ness man said: "I wanted to preach,
but I cannot. I can make money to
support those who can preach. I will
make money for God's glory." Some
are provided with the gift of speech,
to be used by some in quiet, personal
talks, by others in proclaiming the
offer of salvation from the pulpit.
Some may be called upon to minister
in suffering. A heathen Chinese doc¬
tor saw what a difference there was in
the way in which the Christian pa¬
tients in his hospital bore pain and
approached death, from the way in
which these things affected the
heathen, that he went to a missionary
and told him that he wanted the
Christian religion that he might give
comfort to all his patients. n*. ~

bed of suffering or of death the gospel
may be preached. Whatever gifts
God bestows, let us use them with
rejoicing.

Breaking New Ground (Rom.
15:14-21): Paul delighted in preach¬
ing the gospel where no one else had
preached it, for there it was most
needed. In looking for work for the
Master, we ought to look for the
most needy persons in the most needy
place. A minister once said that in

his younger days when he began a

meeting in his church he began by
praying for the salvation of those he
thought were "not far from the king¬
dom," as he felt that it would h
easier for God to save those than any
others. But, he said, as he grew older
his faith grew stronger, so that he
I egan by praying for the worst sin¬
ner he knew in the community, be¬
cause he needed his prayers more
than any one else. The result was
that more souls were won for the
Saviour than under his former plan.

Sunshine Sptrft (l'rov. 15:13, 14):
If we could once realize the greatness
of the blessings of salvation, it is hard
to see how we could ever he unhappy
or of a sad countenance. It is the
happy Christian who accomplishes
most in the world.

"Shine, shine just where you are.
Send forth the light
Into the night.

Shine for the Lord where you are."

Watching t'rito Prayer iCol. 4:2-
6): "Watch and pray," said our
Saviour. Watch for the temptations
that may come, that, with God's help,
you may resist them. Watch for God's
calls to service, that you may be ready
to answer and be willing and be pre¬
pared for what He gives us to do.
What is Committed to You (2 Tim.

1:1-14): "Stir up the gift of God.
which is in thee." This is what many
others besides Timothy need to do.
Sometimes the fire burns low and it
is necessary to stir it up, it may seem
very roughly, to make it burn
brighter. How aro the fires in your
heart, have they become "banked"?
Stagnant water becomes foul and
fetid. Stir it up that it may become
purified, and open a way that it may
flow out, bringing life to itself and
to all that it touches.

Woodruff, S. C.: The Christian En¬
deavor Society recently had the pleas¬
ure of a visit from Mr. Wyatt A. Tay¬
lor, who is a very active Christian
Endeavor worker in this State. This
is the second time the society has
been privileged to hear Mr. Taylor
since its organization.

j Miscellaneous |j
PUTTING A GREAT ARMY 1XTO

ACTIVE SERVICE.

W. H. Miley, D. D.
Before the outbreak of the present

world war, the American people, like
the people of Laish, "Dwelt careless
. . . quiet and secure." A few bet¬
ter informed and anxious spirits
raised the cry of warning against
"unpreparedness," but the masses
moved on in a spirit of ever-increasing
ease and pleasure-loving. Then there
came a day when we found ourselves
suddenly plunged into a fearful war,
and our people awoke to the fact that,
in numbers, equipment and training
our army was wholly inadequate for
the task before it. Our country, with
its cherished institutions its civil
and religious liberty.was in immi¬
nent peril. A crisis was upon us and
we were not ready to meet it. In a
few months, however, the army grew
from a mere handful to a mighty host,
reaching into millions. The proper
equipment and training for this great
army is being rapidly supplied.

Here is a lesson for us in Christian
service. Like the people of Laish, we,
too, have "dwelt careless . . . quiet
and secure." A tremendous taBk is
before us and we are not ready to
meet it. Never before did the Church

lace such responsibility, or enjoy such
opportunity. But our army is not
sufficient in numbors, equipment and
training. Aroused to a sense of these
facts, the General Assembly has called
for a minimum of 400.000 communi¬
cants this year. This is a large in
crease. Can we reach it? Let us learn
a lesson here from the American gov¬
ernment. How dlu she increase her
army to such proportions? It was
done by a definite plan strictly carried
out iu every detail. 1. There was an
urgent call for volunteers. The spirit
of patriotism was appealed to by pen,
public addresses and personal effort.
Every legitimate means of publicity
was used to make known the need and
the call to service. In every public
place in city, town and country a strik¬
ing picture of "Uncle Sam was seen,
and with piercing eye, and index
tinger he seemed to pick out every
passer-by and call, "I want you!
Every attractive feature of the sol¬
dier's life.the uniform, physical
equipment, remuneration and honor
was emphasized. Hundreds of thous-,
ands were added in this way.

Are we doing as much for our
King? "I. if I be lifted up will draw
all men unto me." Are we holding
him up before tho world in such a
way that every passer-by will see his
piercing eye, his fl.iger pointing, and
hear his loving voice calling, "I want
you"?

"Into a tent where a Gypsy boy lay.
Dying alone at the close of the day.
News of salvation we carried, said he.
Nobody ever told it to me."

How many to-day could say the
samo thing! Are we using as we
should the press, public address and
personal effort? "Let him that
beareth say come," makes an evange¬
list of every hearer. Are we present¬
ing to every one the attractive
features of the Christian life.honor,
support, joy and eternal reward? Are
we earnestly seeking to add tens of
thousands in this way?

2. The government added hundreds
of thousands more by the draft sys¬
tem. Every one within certain age
limits was registered, and thus be¬
came subject to her call. Every
"slacker" was rounded up, and a
heavy penalty attached to failure.
Have we made a "register" of the
unsaved? Do we know who the
"slackers" are? Are we diligently
rounding them up? Are we heeding
the command, "Compel them to come
in"? Are we putting Into effect the
spiritual draft, using all of our God-
given power to bring them in? Are
we diligently Invoking the aid of him
to whom "all power In heaven and
earth Is given"? Are we diligently
warning them of the penalty, "He that
belleveth not Is condemned already"?

3. So stringent are the army regu¬
lations that, once enlisted, it is ex¬
ceedingly hard for any man to escape
active service. Every one knows the
fate of a deserter. There are few of¬
fenses so severely punished.

So, our King warns us."No man
putting his hand to the plow and look¬
ing back Is fit for the kingdom." "Re¬
member Lot's wife." Yet how lightly
men think of quitting In the midst of
the fight! How little we care for the
desertion of many.even of our
nearest frjends!
And what shall we say here of the

groat mass of mere nominal Chris¬
tians. and large numbers of the more
than 40,000 non-resident members?
Thpy have "registered," and have an¬
swered the call to service, and can¬
not be called "slackers" in the ordi¬
nary sense. Yet they are not engaged
In active warfare. Many thousands
of these are "slackers" in the broader
sense. And is It too harsh to say that


