
our injury while at peace, murdered our citi¬
zens on the high seas.

"We are not at war to gain glory. The glory
of America lies along ways of peace. We have
no desire to glorify force or war. Our highest
glory lies in the altruistic ideals of our nation
and in our army and navy, only so long as

they conserve those ideals.
We are not desirous of land or money. Amer¬

ica has the largest amount of unoccupied ter¬
ritory in the world. If we were as thickly pop¬
ulated as Belgium, we could put all the people
of the entire nation in the one State of Texas
and have room to spare. We are accused of
being a money-loving nation. But we are pour¬
ing out money as no people' ever did to gain
this war and have pronounced the doctrine of
"no indemnities" at its close.
We have engaged in this world-struggle to

protect our lives and our homes. Self-preser-
vation is the highest law of life. We have
no right to destroy our life, or to allow another
to destroy it. Our homes are ours to protect.
Our rights to travel anywhere on the high seas
is every man's. When we cannot proceed three
miles out from shore without danger of being
blown to pieces, we are exposing our lives to
the enemies' destruction, and by the law of life
must take measure to protect our lives. This
world will resort to barbarism if we run the
risk of death every time we go three miles
away from home. Government is meant to pro¬
tect human life and when it is jeopardized but
come to the rescue. When a nation deliberate¬
ly murders the citizens of another nation in
the face of repeated warnings, the only re¬
course is war.

The weaker and smaller nations of the world
must be assured of right to live. God has made
the nations. He has determined their bounds.
When urged by the lust of power the stronger
nation overruns and conquers the weaker and
prevents them from a normal development, the
stronger nation is violating the ordinance of
God. This world will descend to brigandage.
America is the "big sister" who must protect
her little sisters in the right to live. This is
an altruistic ideal it is true and men have seen
a new ideal enter the policitcal world, when
one nation is willing to spend her money and
her manhood to help an oppressed nation live
out its destiny.
There is even a higher motive. It is to secure

a permanent peace among the nations that will
compel a mutual disarmament, and reference of
all difficulties to a tribunal of the nations.
We will have this peace even if we have to

fight for it. Such a peace, can be obtained and
would bring untold blessings to the world.
Only by destroying the autocracies of the world
can it be accomplished.
Now what should be the attitude of the

Christian to this war. Loyalty to his country
would demand that he submit to all just de¬
mands. But with the motives behind him this
entrance of our country into this war, should
he not look on it as his highest and holiest duty
to do all in his power to bring it to a successful
and speedy end?
The frightful cruelty of this war should

awaken an untold horror and abhorrence. The
deliberate injustices multiplied and concen¬
trated should make him cry aloud to the God
of justice to deal with an unrepentant nation
as His just laws demand.
He should put every ounce of energy and

strength into its conduct and never think of
stopping till its aims have been gained for
the world. lie should be no "slacker."
He should be constantly in prayer for the

power of grace to prevail over the hearts of

the rulers of the world to bring them to posi¬
tions of righteousness and peace.
He should, above all, preach the gospel of

Jesus Christ as the only hope of a sin-cursed
world.

A. A. L.

Contributed
FROM THE PEAKS OF OTTER.

By Rev. Dr. Juan Orts Gonzalez.
It was a sad day for me, a very sad day,

when I had to write our Foreign Mission Com¬
mittee that, on account of the failing health
both of Mrs. Orts and myself, I was compelled
to withdraw from the Cuban work.
Three times during our four years in Cuba

Mrs. Orts suffered long spells of sickness ; but
each time she recovered, and each time she
tried bravely to stand by me and to help make
a success of our work. But the last time she
fell sick, the physician, a very able practi¬
tioner and a personal friend of ours, shocked
me with the statement that Mrs. Orts should
leave Cuba at once and for good or she would
be a nervous wreck and her health completely
broken. This was so unexpected, so contrary
to our plans, that for sometime I felt distressed
and miserable. I said to myself: Now that
bj' God's help and guidance we have succeeded
in building up a congregation of more than
seventy members, among them a dozen beauti¬
ful, splendid and promising girls and as many
faithful young men; now that through the ac¬
tive work of our native Cuban ministers, more

especially by the zeal of our American mis¬
sionaries, and more particularly yet by the
tireless work, tact fulness and consecration of
that servant of God, Rev.vRobert L. Wharton,
all our stations are growing more steadily than
ever before, not only in members but also in
self-sacrifice, to the point of supporting a na¬
tive minister in the field, building a church
worth about eight thousand dollars and con¬

tributing yearly some tnousands of dollars to
the support of our schools, which by the way
are in many respects a won-ier and a miracle
of grace to leave all this, and to leave it for
good, is painful, is distressing indeed.

It is true that I have often been told em¬

phatically both by ministers and by laymen,
both by members of our Southern Presbyterian
Church and of our sister Northern Church,
that my main work ought to be lecturing and
writing in the United States rather than
preaching in Cuba ; it is true that our Foreign
Mission Committee, in combination with the
Committee on Co-operation in Latin America,has assigned to inc for the coming winter a
work which is more congenial to me and in
which I honestly believe I can render better
service to the Church at large; but, in spite of
all this, I could not cheer myself up. I left
Cuba with resignation and not with gladness.
I entered the States not with the eagerness I
entered the last time, but with sadness and
feeling like a man who has failed, like a sol¬
dier who, having gone to the front, fought there
as bravely as he could and been wounded, has
to come back without being able to report that
the victory has been won.
And my sadness increased when I found the

American nation in a somewhat different state
from what I had expected. I was in Cuba when
the war was declared and, although before the
war Cuba was a pernicious nest of German
intrigue and the favorite country for German
spies; although there is in Cuba a large and
influential German colony; although the most
important daily of the island, the Diario de la

Marina, was before openly and emphatically
defending Germany and her ways; the very
day that war was declared everything was

changed. The Diario de la Marine dropped
at once its pro-German propaganda. Every
citizen considered it his duty to expose any
pro-German attempt. Even the revolutionists,
so much in ne ;d of foreign money and so eager
to create difficulties for their government,
scorned as infamous any dealings with Ger¬
man spies. The newspapers of the island spoke
in ugly language of the Cubans in Tampa and
Key West who sought to escape military ser¬
vice. Several Cuban students begged their
parents to allow them to enlist. I said then :
If Cuba, revolutionary Cuba, is so united and
so patriotic in the carrying on of a war which
is not so much her war as ours, how much
more united and patriotic will be the United
States, since she is carrying on not only her
own war but also a glorious war for the so¬
cial righteousness and freedom of the world.
To find out that this was not altogether true,
and to hear of many slackers, of not a few
fake exemptions, of men of standing here and
there stating that this was an unconstitutional
war; to hear representatives, senators and
street orators advocating openly policies that
seemed to me nothing less than plain conspir¬
acy; to learn that some alien anarchists and
some degenerate American!* were even willing
to promote civil war in order to wreck the
drafting plan ; to read in some of the daily pa¬
pers of the United States that those conspira¬
tors were not only true Americans but also
the ones who represented the true American
spirit.was too much for me. 1 felt sick at
heart. Black pessimism gripped my whole be¬
ing. Those criticisms whi.'h 1 had so strongly-
refuted in the past, made by some foreignwriters who accused us of being a conglomera¬
tion of races and peoples rather than a true
nation with a collective conscience and a true
and real national soul, of being a rich and big
company for trading rather than a coherent
and united society permeated with worthy and
national ideals, began to seem to me to have
some foundation in fact, and the mere thoughtthat this could be true deeply grieved mysoul.

Burdened with such distressing thoughts, I
began to climb the Peaks of Otter. The day
was clear and sunny. Before my astonished
eyes, the landscape unfolded, magnificent,glorious, sublime beyond words, and, when
alone I reached the top, lo! there was "Old
Glory," majestic and like a heavenly angel,guarding, covering and protecting the land. At
sight of it and its loneliness, its grandeur and
majesty, I felt my heart melted at once. I
bowed my head in prayer and, with a grati¬tude that I am unable to put into words, I
thanked God because I was, in spite of mySpanish blood, an American and a true Amer¬
ican, since I was roady and willing to live or
die for the nation's flag. In that solemn mo¬
ment of renewed patriotism, I prayed also for
that great mail at Washington, for that provi¬dential leader, who is undoubtedly the bravest
statesman America has ever produced, and yetwithout boisterousness ; who knows how to beforbearing and patient like a Job, and yetknows how to strike hard and quick like a
knight of past ages; who knows how to be self-
possessed in the face of wilful provocationsfrom abroad and villainous criticisms from
within, and yet knows how, when the hour
comes, to hold fast to his policies, both homeand foreign, with a grip of iron ; that wonderful
man whom coming generations of Americans
will place side by side with Washington, if nothigher, and of whom the world at large will
speak not only as the greatest American presi-


