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The 'Organization.

Exactly one hundred ^ears ago te-morrew, that
la, on January 13, 181 8, thia society wai organ¬
ised which te-night rounda out a full century of
fruitful and far-reaching work for the Klagdem
of Ged. I hold In my hand the original maai-
Aerlpt volume of its Minutes. The first entry reads
as follows: "A meeting of a numbar of tha Theo¬
logical students of the Synod's school at Hamp-
den-Sldney College was held on Tuesday, the thir¬
teenth of January, 1818, with a view to form a
Society of Inquiry on - the subject of Missions."
Then follow the names of the twelve students
who were present and one young minister, the
Rev. Samuel Davies Hoge. After appointing a
Committee of three to draft a Constitution the
society adjourned to meet on the following Sat¬
urday. At thia second meeting the Constitution
was presented and adopted, and officers elected
as follows: President, the Rev. Samuel Davies
Hoge; Vice-President, Mr. James Wharey; Corre¬
sponding Secretary, Mr. James H. C. Leach; Re¬
cording Secretary, Mr. John N. Qordon; and Trea¬
surer, Mr. James H. Brooks.

Mr. Hogb, the first President of the society,
then a young minister twenty-five years of age,
was the son of the Rev. Dr. Moses Hoge, the
president of the college and the first professor
in this Seminary as established by the Synod of
Virginia in 1812. In September of the same year
(1818) In which the society was organized there
was born to Its young president a son, Moses
Drury Hoge, who afterwards became one of the
most eloquent and famous of American ministers
and who wan for fifty-four years pastor of the
Second Presbyterian Church In Richmond. Mr.
Wharey, the first Vice-President of the society,
afterward? well known io many successive classes
in the Seminary as the author of a convenient
manual of Church History, was the father of the
late Rev. James Wharey, D. D., of Mooresville,
N. C.f and the lato Rev. Thomas Wharey, D. D.f
of Briery, Va., and the grandfather of the pres¬
ent Professor James B. Wharey, of the University
of Texas.
The original constitution, which has also been

preserved, states that it shall be the object of
the society to collect the most accurate and ex¬
tensive Information respecting the moral and re¬
ligious state of the world and the success of mis¬
sionary exertions, and that In order to accomplishthis object a correspondence shall be Instituted
with other missionary societies and Individuals
A great deal of this correspondence with the so¬
cieties at Andover and Princeton, and later with
those at Auburn and other institutions, and with
various missionaries already In foreign fields, was
transcribed into books provided for the purpose
and has been preserved. The first periodicals
subscribed for by the society were the New York
Herald and the London Evangelical Magazine. At
every meeting two members read brief narratives
concerning some missionary field. The society also
debated questions chosen before hand.such ques¬tions as these:

"Should not the licentiates of our Presbyteries
act as missionaries for at least one year?" (This
question was discussed three tlaea within the first
three years.)
"Can a missionary In a heathen land be more

taeful la a married or single state?" (This quee-

tion was discussed twice In three year*. It appears
that they decided thia question practically in favor
of marriage, as all the first missionaries who went
out from the society took their wives with them.)
"What are some of the indispensable qualifica¬

tions of a missionary?"
__"Ought we to translate the Scriptures for tae

Indians or teach them to read them in the Kag-
lisk language?"

"Ought a missionary to preach on the peculiar
doctrines of his sect when itinerating?"

"Have divisions in the Church proved beneficial
to mankind?"

"Do the Scriptures justify us in believing that
the Jews will be Christianized and then restored
to their original country." And so on.

After the first four years the practice of debat-
lug questions in the society was by formal vote
discontinued.

Contemporary Events.
By way of getting a clearer idea of the period

when it began its work, it may be said that when
the society was organized Napoleon Bonaparte
was a prisoner at St. Helena with Waterloo three
years behind him and with three years and a hall
of life before him; George the Third, insane, was
King of England, his son George the Fourth act¬
ing as Regent; James Monroe was President of
the United States; John C. Calhoun was Secre¬
tary of War; Henry Clay was Speaker of the
House; Dauiel Webster was a member of Congress,
and two months later made his argument In the
Dartmouth College case which won from the Su¬
preme Court, where John Marshall was still pre¬
siding as Chief Justice, a decision which estab¬
lished the sacredness of private trusts, and has
protected from legislative interference gifts to
educational and benevolent institutions estimated
at more than $500,000,000; Andrew Jackson, who
had three years before won the battle of New
Orleans, was pursuing pillaging Seminoles into
East Florida and taking forcible possession of
Spanish territory. In the following year, 1819,
the whole territory of Florida was ceded by Spain
to the United States for $5,000,000. The great
rush of settlers from the seaboard to the Missis¬
sippi Valley, which followed the War of 1812,
resulted in the admission of three new States into
the Union. Mississippi in 1817, Illinois in 1818,
and Alabama in 1819. The occupation of the
Great West was being rapidly promoted by the
steamboat, invented in 1807 by Robert Fulton.
There were no railroads in the country and there
were to be none for twelve years yet. All travel
overland was on horseback or in horse-drawn vehi¬
cles. Thomas Jefferson was still living and was plan¬
ning the University of Virginia, which was opened
seven years later, in 1825. One of the professors
proposed for the new university was Thomas
Cooper, an infidel, but in 1819 Dr. John Holt
Rice, pastor of the First Presbyterian church in
Richmond, who was Moderator of the General
Assembly that year In Philadelphia, and there¬
fore the natural spokesman of the Presbyterian
Church at large, published an article on the sub¬
ject which so roused the Christian sentiment of
Virginia that Mr. Jefferson advised Cooper to de¬
cline the appointment, which he did.

John Holt Rice.
Dr. Rice was the real founder of thla Seminary,theugk sot it* first professor. In 1806, while still

a very young man, of only twenty-nine, and pae-
tor of Cub Creek chureh in Charlette County, he
had been appointed by the Presbytery of Han-
orer as ita agent to raise funds for the establish¬
ment of the Seminary at Hampden-Sldney. He
prosecuted this task with characteristic energy
and success. In 1S07 the Rsv. Moses Hoge, ol
Shepherdstowa, Va., was slscled President of
Hampdeu-Bidney College. He has left on record
the statement that his chief reason for accepting
that position was the opportunity for usefulness
offered him in connection with the infant Sem¬
inary. In 1S12 the Synod of Virginia formally
established the Seminary and unanimously con¬
curred In the appointment of Dr. Hoge as their
professor of Theology; and for the remaining
eight years of his lifo he continued to discharge
the duties both of the professorship of Theology
and the Presidency of the College. After his
death in 1S2G there was some delay in filling his
place, but In 1822 Dr. Rice was called from his
church in Richmond to tha professorship in the
Seminary. He had just been elected to the presi¬
dency of Princeton College. He declined the call
to Princeton, though at a great pecuniary sacrl-
flcs, and on January 1, 1824, was formally In¬
stalled professor of Theology in the Seminary at
Hampden-Sldney, and began his work with three
students. The institution had no building, nor
even a site for one, and its entire endowment
amounted to only about $10,000. Dr. Rice lived
but seven years after coming to the Seminary,
but in that short time he made it one of the fore¬
most theological schools in the country, securing
for it buildings sufficient (or its needs for many
yearn, a library valued at $8,000, three instrue-
tora and nearly forty students. These meagre
facts concerning his work for the Seminary are
mentioned merely by way of introduction. The
thing to which I wish to call your attention spe¬
cifically is the mighty impulse that he gave to
the missionary idea which had already expressed
itself in the organization of this society six years
before his connection with the institution as pro¬fessor. His zeal for missions was a notable fea¬
ture of his entire ministry. During his pastorate
at Richmond It had found expression in a strik¬
ing way in two organizations of which he was
the founder. In the first place he had organized
the Virginia Bible Society. That was in 1813,
and It antedated the organization of the Ameri¬
can Bible Society, with which it was merged J»ut
a few years ago and through which it contlnuvt
to this day Its beneficent work of circulating the
Scriptures.an essential feature of all abiding
work for missions. In the second place he had
organized the Young Men's Missionary Society ol
Richmond, which had for its object the securing
of men and means for the propagation of the
gospel In the destitute portions of our own land. It
vas thus that he led th« way in the matter of
definite and distinctive organizations of young men
for Home Mission work. From the very begin¬
ning of his labors as professor in the Seminary,
he took an active Interest In the work of the So¬
ciety of Missionary Inquiry, and this continued
without abatement through those seven crowded
and fruitful years in which he laid broad and
deep the foundations of this institution.

An Epoch-Making Overture.
It was, however, just at the end of his life In


