
1S31 that, worn out thoagb he was with hit tolls
for the Seminary, he Jid the creative thing that
has meant most to che missionary work of the
Presbyterian Churru of America. From his death
bed he dlctatsd an overture to the General As¬
sembly requeswug the Assembly to declare that
the Church "Is a Missionary Society, the object
of which is to aid in the conversion of the world,
and that every member of the Church is a mem¬
ber for life of said society, and bound in main¬
tenance of his Christian character, to do all In
his power for the accomplishment of this object";
asking also that "it be earnestly recommended
to all church sessions, in hereafter admitting new
members to the churches, distinctly to stato to
candidates for admission that if they join the
Church they join a community, the object of which
it the conversion of the heathen world, and to
impress on their minds a deep sense of their
obligation, as redeemed sinners, to co-operate in
the accomplishment of the great object of Christ's
mission to the world." The overture outlined
also the form of the business organization which
was to have immediate charge of the work, pre¬
scribing its duties and officers; and, furthermore,
provided for the co-operation of this agency with
workers of other denominations in the same line.
The measure thus proposed was In substance
eventually adopted by the Assembly, "and bo, in
a real sense, the founder of Union Seminary be¬
came the father of the organized Foreign Mis¬
sionary work of the Presbyterian churches In
America."

The First Missionaries.
From the Ssminary whose founder thus framed

the missionary platform of the Presbyterian
Church, consecrated young men began to go out
to heathen lands as soon as they could find the
opportunity. The first individual member of the
society to begin actual work on foreign soil was
Thomas P. Johnston, of Rowan County, N. C., a
graduate of the University of North Carolina,
who completed his course at the Seminary in
1832 and in 1833 sailed for Turkey, where at
Constantinople and other points he labored for
twenty years, returning to America in 1853 and
engaging in Home Mission work for the remain¬
ing thirty years of his life. As a lad in Char¬
lotte I had the pleasure of knowing Mr. Johnston
for some years before his death in 1883. He was
the father of the Rev. Frontis H. Johnston, D. D.,
formerly pastor of the First church at Winston-
Salem, N. C., and for thirty-six years one of the
Trustees of our Seminary.

The first group of cur members to go abroad
was a group of three who with their wives sailed
for South Africa In 1834.Daniel Lindley, of
Pennsylvania; Alexander Erwin Wilson, of North
Carolina, and Henry I. Venable, of Kentucky. One
hundred and thirteen men In all have gone from
the Seminary to foreign lands, an average of more
than one for every year, and It Is obviously im¬
possible to sketch in even the scantiest way the
work of them all, but we must give at least a
few facts concerning this group of three who were
the pioneers of our work in the Dark Continent.

Daniel Liudley, the leader of the group, a na¬
tive of Pennsylvania, a graduate of the Univer¬
sity of Ohio, came to the Seminary in 1828 and
graduated In 1831, the year in which Dr. Rice,
then on his death bed, formulated his creative
overture to the General Assembly concerning the
missionary character of the Church. For three
years after his graduation Mr. Lindley was pas¬
tor of Rocky River church, not far from Char¬
lotte, N. C., where there was a very large addi¬
tion to the membership under his ministry. (This
is the church where forty years later Dr. Edward
Mack's father also had a very fruitful pastorate.)
Among the members of Mr. Lindley's congregation
there was a young physician, Alexander Erwin
Wilson, son of the Rev. John Makemle Wilson,
and uncle of George E. Wilson, Esq., who is known
to many of you as a leading citizen of Charlotte
and at present the President of the Trustees of
the General Assembly. Dr. Wilson had gradu¬
ated at the University of North Carolina in 1823
and had been a practicing physician for eight
years before Lindley came to Rocky River. It
was probably through his young pastor's influence
that Wilson came to the Seminary. At any rate,
he and Henry Venable, with their wives, sailed
with Lindley and his wife (who was Miss Allen
from Richmond, Va.) In 1834 for Africa. Lend¬
ing at Cape Town February 5, 1836, they set
out in wagons for their distant field in the in¬
terior. Seven months of hard travel brought them
600 miles to GrlQua Town! After remaining her*

for some time another hundred mile* brought
them to Kuruman, where they were welcomed by
the celebrated missionary. Robert Moffat, father*
In-law of David Living*tone Pushing on 400
mile* farther into the wild interior, they selected
for the site of their mission the vale of Mosiga,
& hundred miles west of what is now called Pre¬
toria, the capital of the late Transvaal Republic.
By three months of hard work, with such native
help as they could obtain, the missionaries pre¬
pared a dwelling, but moving into it while the
f.oors were yet damp, all save Dr. Wilson fell ill
with fe\er, of which Mrs. Wilson died and the
rest suffered for months.

War and Flight in South Africa.
Moreover, the Dutch Boers were at war with

the natives, and in January, 1837, while some of
the missionaries were still confined to their beds,
they were Btartled one morning by the guna of
the Boers, who were making a sudden attack and
who in one bloody forenoon shot down nearly all
the natives at Mosiga. They destroyed fourteen
or fifteen villages, recovered six or seven thou¬
sand head of cattle and a number of wagons stolen
by the Matabele, and then set out skiftly for
their own country, taking our missionaries with
them, as it was now not safe for them to remain
among the exasperated natives. Picture to your¬
selves that situation. These young missionaries,
fresh from the quiet precincts of Union Seminary,
wasted and weakened by fever, amid the tumult
of an irregular and excited soldiery and the low¬
ing of thousands of cattle, in fear of pursuit and
vengeance by the infuriated savages whom they
had come to evangelize, fleeing for thsir lives
through a wild and rugged country, without roads,
without boats or bridges for crossing the swollen
streams, without dry clothing for the women and
children who had to be floated across the Orange
River on a bundle of reeds, keeping only head
and shoulders above water, and without proper
food. For twenty-three hours they made no halt,
and when at last they did stop for a night they
had only such snatches of sleep as could be had
amid torrents of rain, amid thunder and light¬
ning. and all the noises of the motley host by
which they were surrounded. After a long and
perilous journey of about six months they reached
Tort Nata*. on the Indian Ocean. They straight¬
way began work again among the Zulus near
this coast, but they had hardly begun before they
were interrupted once more by an attack of the
Boers. It speaks well for the missionaries that,
notwithstanding this bloody war between the
Dutch whites and the native blacks, they retained
throughout the respect and confidence of the Afri¬
cans. When Dingan King of the Zulus massacred

a deputation of the Boers who had come to ne¬
gotiate a treaty with him, he sent for Mr. Ven-
able and told him of the massacre, but assured
him that the missionaries had nothing to fear.
Nevertheless, it was thought best for the mission¬
aries to withdraw from Zululand at least for the
present. So after another perilous Journey to
the coast they sailed for Port Elizabeth farther
south. Just in time to escape the sweeping venge¬
ance visited by the Zulus on all the white set¬
tlers in their territory.

Steadfast Daniel Lindley.
Dr. Wilson returned to North Carolina, but

after a few months went back to Africa, this
time to Liberia on the west coast, where, after
two years of faithful service, he died in 1841.
Mr. Venable alsp returned to America and for
thirty-nine years prosecuted an active ministry in
Illinois, where he died in 1878. Mr. Lindley,
waiting only till the end of the war made it pos¬
sible to begin again, returned the next year to
Natal and for thirty-eight years labored among
the Zulus not only preaching, teaching, and min¬
istering to them in sickness, but also showing
them how to make brick, how to build houses,
how to construct implements and furniture, and
how to improve their modes of life in general.
Five years after his return the state of th$ coun¬
try again became so unsettled that the mission¬
aries were recalled. Lindley refused to leave, but
took service for a year as pastor of a Dutch Re¬
formed church. One of the most Btrlklng results
of his ministry among the Dutch was his deter¬
mination of the religious life of Paul Kruger, af¬
terwards famous throughout the world as the
President of the Transvaal Republic during the
war between the British and the Boers in 1900.
In 1845 Lindley resumed his mission to the 7u1u!i
and in the following year was appointed by the
Colonial Government a* one of the flvt commis¬
sioners to allot lands to the natives and to en.
courage them to Industry. Be was always greatly

honored and lored by the Zulu*. The Dutch Boers
also, among whom ho labored when driven by
war from hie work among the natives, held him
In the highest honor and affection, and said of
him: "If there be a human name that warms
the heart of a Natal Teck Boer, It Is the ever-to-
be-remembered name of Daniel Lindley." After
forty-three years of fruitful service In Africa he
returned to America broken lu health. During
all those years of absence his name on the roll of
Concord PreBbytery was regularly called at every
meeting, and at last In 1877 he answered again
in person. I happened to be a student in David¬
son College at that time, and had the privilege
of bearing him make an address there. He died
at Morristown, N. J., September 3, 1880.

Such was the life of the first member of this
society to begin actual work in Africa.a conse¬
crated, enterprising, resourceful, heroic and won¬
derfully successful missionary.

Other Volunteers of the Thirties.
The example set by Johnston, Lindley, Wilson

and Vonable was quickly followed by other choice
young men in those early years of the society,
Samuel R. Houston, of Virginia, going to Turkey,
and Stephen Barnes, of Pennsylvania to Liberia,
both in 1834; Henry Ballantine, of New York, to
India in 1836; George W. Leyburn, of Virginia,
to Greoce in 1836; Albert L. Holladay, of Vir¬
ginia, to Persia in 1836; William P. Buell, of
Ohio, to Siam In 1839, and Austin H. Wright, of
Vermont, to Persia in 1840.
Then came a stretch of sixteen years during

which no missionaries went out from the society,
the next being Thomas S. Ogden, of New Jersey,
who went to Carisco, Africa, in 1857. Another
blank of ten years followed, no other members
of the society going out till 1868, shortly after
the Civil War. The explanation of this barren
period in the society's history bo far as sending
men abroad was concerned may possibly be found
in the fact that the country was approaching a
stupendous crisis, political excitement was run¬
ning high, war upon the South was threatened,
and nobody knew what a day might bring forth.
Of course all recruiting for Foreign Missions was
arrested In tho South during the actual conflict
which followed.

Dr. llogc's Mission to Europe.
Tho most notable Home Missionary achievement

during tho war was the exploit of one of our
distinguished alumni in running the blockade for
the purpose of securing a supply of Bibles for
our soldiers. At Richmond, the capital of the
Confederate States, the great camp of instruction
had been established where newly enlisted regi¬
ments were drilled and equipped for the field. A
hundred thousand men passed through this camp
and there was a great destitution of Bibles among
them, so that, just as in the case of the present
war, it was necessary to make special efforts to
provide them. But for the beleaguered Confed¬
eracy thi3 was extremely difficult to do, as the
Bible publishing houses were all In the North,
and the military authorities had granted as yet
no permission for even Bibles to pass the lines.
The Virginia Bible Society- and other organiza¬
tions made every effort to supply the demand, but
In vain. Under these circumstances the Rev. Dr.
Moses D. Hoge, one of the Trustees of our Sem¬
inary and Chaplain of the great camp at Rich¬
mond, was appointed to make a voyage to Eng¬
land for the purpose of obtaining a supply from
the British and Foreign Bible Society. The head
of the Confederate Biblo Society at that time was
the Rev. Dr. Joseph R. Wilson, of Augusta, Ga.,
father of President Woodrow Wilson, who was
then a six-year-old boy. Dr. Wilson promptly tel¬
egraphed his organization's hearty endorsement of
the Virginia Bible Society's action In appointing
Dr. Hoge to this mission, and at midnight of De¬
cember 28, 1862, Dr. Hoge sailed from Charles¬
ton, making his way safely In tho pitchy dark¬
ness through the thirteen Federal warships guard¬
ing the harbor, chartered a schooner at Nassau
for thej, run to Havana, took a coasting vessel
thence to St. Thomas, where he boarded the Royal
mail steamer to Southampton. When he made
his address to the Board of Managers In London,
proposing to purchase on credit 10,000 Bibles and
25,000 Testaments, his friend, the Earl of Shaftes¬
bury, after a short consultation with his col¬
leagues, announced to Dr. Hoge that they would
make him a free grant of 10,000 Bibles, 50,000
Testaments and £50,900 "portions," that is,
Psalms and Gospels. He remained in London sev¬
eral months, superintending the shipment of the
hooks on the Confederate blockade runners. Only
a lew boxes could be sent at a time, as all the


