
for the Greek Evangelical Churoh, both tn mod¬
ern Greek.

In Portuguese: D;\ Samuel R. Gammon, of the
class of '80, "Notes on the Epistles of Jude and
retor."

In English: Dr. S. H. Chester, of the class of
'76, our veteran Secretary of Foreign Missions,
"Lights and Shadows of Missionary Work in the
Far East"; and Dr. Thomas Cary Johnson, of ther
class of '87, "Introduction to Christian Missions."
These are specimens.

Before quitting tho subject of the relation of
this society to the work of Foreign Missions, let
me state one other significant fact for which It
no doubt deserves part of the credit. Union was
the first of all our seminaries to introduce into
its curriculum a separate course on Missions, and
we now have plans well advanced for the full
endowment of this department and the erection
of it into a distinct Professorship on Missions.
and It is to deal with both great branches of the
subject, missions at home and missions abroad.

(To be continued.)

EDITORIAL
STEADYING THE ARK OF GOD.

Many people are very apprehensive about
the Church of the living God. In the ark
of the Covenant wai the symbol of the divine
presence. It had been captured and was
placed in the temple of the uncircumeised
Philistines. It had taken care of itself very
well. The heathen god, which was no god, had
suffered serious injury and the Philistines were
glad enough to be rid of this enemy of their
people. It is in the hands of friends, and on
the ox cart of Abinadab. The road is rough.
It seems as if this precious symbol of the
presence of God is about to tumble to the
ground, when Uzzah the irreverent puts forth
his hand to steady it and suffers for his un¬
belief and presumption.

Uzzah is not the only man who has feared
for the Church of God and has resorted to
unholy measures to save the Church.
Perhaps the deadly heresies that darkened

the early Church had their rise in the efforts
of men to accommodate the policies of the
world to the welfare of the kingdom. They
were speculative to reconcile what seemed the
final result of human reason with the state¬
ments of God's word.
The Pharisees identified the kingdom of God

with their traditions, their liturgies and stern
moralities, and when Christ came, showing
that the true faith did not tie itself down to
such things, they put forth their unholy hands
to steady the ark by putting him to death on
the cross. This has been repeated in many a
crisis of the Church's history.
Many a time science has outrun the Church

and seemingly demonstrated that the teachings
of the word were hopelessly behind the age.
The Church seemed doomed by its attitude to
what was demonstrated. Multitudes of the
highest trained minds turned away from her,
and her mission seemed ended.
When Galileo upset the geocentric theories

on which the Church staked her very existence,
when Darwin and Huxley and Spencer pro¬
mulgated the theory of evolution which seemed
to upset the cosmogony of the Bible, when
I.euba and other psychologists of note seemed
to eliminate the personal from the universe,
when the kultur of the German has broken
down all the amenities of the Christian faith,
men have been ready to throw up their hands
and surrender the whole Christian faith.
The Christian religion is the spiritual de¬

mocracy of the world. It is not tied down to
forms and ceremonies and ereeds. It it found
.verywherr Thers is & spirti of democracy
in every nation. Sometimes it sails under
the form of <«nstitutianal monarcky; soma-

times in a progressive constitutional, elective
government as in America; sometimes under
the red flag of the Bolsheviki; but essentially
it is the same.

Christianity is found under many external
forms; under the crudities of the early un¬
scientific cosmogony of the early centuries;
even under the ignorant darkness of the mid¬
dle ages; in the days of the renaissance, during
the bold scepticism of the seventeenth cen¬
tury; now under the strange world conditions
of today.

If the centuries have proved anything it is
that God can and does take care of His own.
His Church has firmly stood through all ages
and will stand.
The verdict of science has been against the

claims of the Bible, only to find that it was
some human and erroneous translation and ex¬
planation of the word. The Romish Church
thought that the whole edifice would tumble
to the ground if the geocentric theory of the
world was upset; hence they stretched forth
the hand of force to steady the ark ; and in¬
vented the whole system of casuistry to ease
up intelligent minds. She has been smitten
even as Uzrah was for her unholy presump¬
tion.

Let no man become discouraged about the
attitude of the mind. The religion of Jesus is
perennially fresh. It has no age-old aroma,
but smells of the fresh fields. It has no sur¬
prises coming to it. Each new discovery is
anticipated by the simple truth of the God
manifest in the flesh.

A. A. L.

Contributed
WAR TIMES.

By Dr. L. P. Bowen.
The old man sat in his easy chair,
From noise and tumult far;

From bustling world retired, remote.
And all the dogs of war;

Too old ensanguined sword to wield.
They did not want him on the field.

"I do not fear the German hate,"
Reflectively he said,

"For triumph of our Fathers' God.
And Right.I have no dread;

Jn vision I the Victors saw,
Old England, France, America.

"And yet I have a fear," he said;
"Amid the embattled world,

I would not have the Church of God
Into the vortex whirled;

The passions of the times let loose.
Usurping pulpit and tho pews.

"To calm the endangered souls of men,
This is the gospel's work.

And not to hate as Teutons bate,
Nor ape the brutal Turk;

The Church, led by the Prince of Peace,
About her Father's business.

"Remember, my Americans,
How in your Civil War,

The churches wallowed in the strife,
Forgetting Bethlehem's Star;

The ways of Zlon left to mourn,
The churches wounded, rent and torn.

"Courts of the Church," the old man said,
"Oh, let them not Imbue

Their hands in blood, but stand for love.
And to their Master true;

Whl'e they would wave the Flag abroad,
Sinners are dying far from God.

"I love the Flag as well as you,
I love my Country's cauae;

But o'er our pulpits wave Instead
The Banner of the Croas;

War sermons drive the passions mad.
We wast the Bala ef 0ilea4.

"Oh! Church and Stat® hare different spheroa,"
The old man sighed and aald

"And while we mix and mar tha two,
The spiritual falls dead,

While Satan glories In his plot,
And poses as a Patriot.

"Not that I lov© my Country less,
But love my Saviour more,

The Lord of Zion, King of kings.
Though wide th© tempests roar;

We pray with no confusions vague,
God bless our Pershing and our Halg.

"But 'tis so easy to forget
The bounds that separate

The spiritual and the secular.
The Church lines and the State.

To tread where rage and spite have trod,
And like the Kaiser think 'tis God."

ORGANIC UNION VERSUS CO-OPERATION.

By Dr. James Lewis Howe.

Why should we have organic union between
Northern and Southern Presbyterian churehes f
The reason generally offered is that we may
have co-operation, especially where the work
of the two churches overlaps. Bat will organ¬
ic union ensure co-operation and harmony? Ex¬
perience would not seem to so indicate. Why
may we not, however, have co-operation with¬
out organic union? If both sides really wish it,
the rest is a matter of detail, to be amicably
settled in each individual case.

To more than half of our Synods the ques¬
tion of organic union with the Northern
Church is one of hardly more than academic
interest. Bounds do not overlap and there is
little or no contact with churches of the North¬
ern Assembly. But in several of our Synods
the matter is far otherwise; it is a vital ques¬
tion. Synods and Presbyteries cover the same
territory; churches of the two Assemblies are
side by side in towns and cities, and friction
is difficult to avoid; home mission money is
used to support two churches, where one church
would hardly be self-sustaining.

In such Presbyteries and Synods organic
union would solve the problem, if all the
churches of both Assemblies would enter into
it heartily; but this would entail upon a larg¬
er number of Synods a union, in which they
have little interest and in which they feel they
have nothing to gain and much to lose.
To my mind, the immediate solution of the

problem is a real co-operation, involving those
Synods and Presbyteries affected, and espe¬
cially the individual churches. Joint commit¬
tees are called for, all along the line, to work
out the individual details as they arise. The
most pressing phase is concerned with those
churches which are not self-supporting, or but
feebly self-supporting. In many cases these
churches should unite, and this will call for
great wisdom, tact and forbearance on the part
of Presbytcrial Committees of Co-operation. It
will often call for sacrifice of family traditions,
but ought a separate church organization to
be maintained for the sake of a few families,
who happen to have been raised Northern
or Southern Presbyterians? When these fam¬
ilies are not strong enough to adequately sup¬
port an efficient church, and when there is an¬
other Presbyterian church close at hand, per¬
haps needing their help, this question may be
asked with even more emphasis.

In many cases it will be possible to fuse
churches for all practical working purposes,
and yet have sach church preserve, at least for
the present, its official identity. This has bean
done in many eases outside our bounds by
churches of widely differing faiths.

If suefc a plaa ef real eo-operatiom is east


