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of strict necessity. Such an observ¬
ance of Sunday Is dictated by the
best traditions of our peoplo and by
the convictions of all who look to
Divine Providence for guidance and
protection, and, in repeating in this
order the language of President Lin¬
coln, the President Is confident that
he is speaking alike to the hearts and
to the conscience of those under his
authority.

(Signed)
"WOODROW WILSON."

Miscellaneous
THE LESSON OP THE WAR.

By Rev. Egbert W. Smith, D. D.
Through this war God is speaking

to mankind. He is revealing to us
the Insecurity of the foundations on
which our civilization has rested. He
is showing us the end and fruit oi
selfishness.

That it Is our duty to share in this
conflict, and as champions of God
and humanity to flght it through, un-

beguiled into any premature peace, is
not unalterable conviction. But this
conviction need not and should not
blind us to the shortcomings of a

civilization based on materialism and
selfishness, whose rivalries and self-
seeking aims we see now bearing their
harvest of death.
Our western nations and civiliza¬

tion we are accustomed to think o!
as Christian. This belief Is such a

contradiction of Scripture as may well
*

a collapse of faith. What
st's own certificate of Chrls-
What was the new and vital¬

izing principle that he Introduced Into
the world? What was the mark by
which the Society that Christ found¬
ed was to be distinguished from other
associations of men? That certificate,
that principle, that mark, was unself¬
ish love seeking not earthly authority
and power, but finding greatness in
service.

In their purely personal relation¬
ships multitudes In these so-called
Christian countries give evidence of
the influence of Christ's spirit and
teaching. But the moment we leave
these distinctly individual relations
and enter that larger realm of col¬
lective activity In whtch men group
themselves for gain and government,
we come upon almost stark heathen¬
ism. In the relations between nation
and nation, between capital and labor,
In the great world of national and
International industry, commerce, pol¬
itics, finance, the Golden Rule Is
scarcely recognized, but materialism
and selfishness, competition and greed
are the permeating, dominating
forces. The love that seeks not to
be ministered unto but to minister,
that aims not at earthly authority
and power, that puts duties before
rights and service above riches, these
characteristics that alone make a so¬
cial order Christian are conspicuous¬
ly lacking in the corporate life of
our occidental nations. The war Is a

reminder that such a civilization must
in the end compass Its own destruc¬
tion.

Only as the prluclples of Christ
shape and permeate the structure of
society can that society be permanent.
When the pulse of Christian brother¬
hood beats throughout the industrial,
commercial, national and International
life of men, wars will cease. Any
other basis of peace is Insecure.
The greatest soldiers of the com¬

mon good are therefore those who
are putting their Uvea and prayers

and gifts into the carrying out of
Christ's supreme command to "dis¬
ciple all nations," to penetrate not
only individual relationships, but the
whole complex web of civil, social,
industrial, racial and inter-racial in¬
terests, which holds mankind in an

ever-tightening, over-extending nexus,
with that spirit which alone makes
one a disciple of Christ, the spirit
that sees the glitter of earthly power
pnd dominance outshono by the glor?
of service.

Behind the glare of war's volcano
the sky is alight with tho dawning
of this new day of Christian brother¬
hood. The common peoples of the
various nations are reaching out, of¬
ten blindly, but in the main honest'
ly, to clasp one another's hands for
mutual self-protection and protest
against the unbrotherly acts in which
those In authority would involve
them. Among the confused and par¬
tisan cries of tho mighty Slavic up¬
heaval this note rings clear, and it
finds its noblest expression in the pro-
nunciamentos of our own groat Presi¬
dent.

That the new civilization must be
based not on materialism and selfish¬
ness like the old, but on those prin¬
ciples of brotherhood and service
which are the heart of Christianity,
Is not only the feeling of the misled
masses groping after light; it is not
only the frank utterance of our most
enlightened leadership; it is the con¬
viction which by God's Spirit is being
born in many a soldier out on the
firing line as he faces the stark reali¬
ties of life and death.
One of them said a month before

he died, referring to the world-wide
spread of Christ's teachings, "Why is
this subject kept so much in the back¬
ground? Something is wrong with
the Bc'neme of things which fails to
put the whole world for Christ right
in the forefront as the battle cry of
the Christian Church."

"What must we do to work God's
work, to prosper and increase

The brotherhood of all mankind, tho
reign of the Prince of Peace?

What must we do to hasten the time,
the time that shall surely be,

When the earth shall be full of the
glory of God as the waters
cover the sea?

March we forth In the strength of
God, with the banner of Christ
unfurled.

That the light of the glorious Gospel
of Love may shine throughout
the world;

Fight we the fight with sorrow and
sin to set their captives free.

That the earth may be filled with the
glory of God as the waters
cover the sea."

PRESIDENT WILSON AND 8UNI>AY
OBSERVANCE.

In response to a call by the Lord's
Day Alliance of the United States,
New York City, a strong and repre¬
sentative committee called on Presi¬
dent Wilson at the White House Fri¬
day afternoon and asked his influence
and help to bring about a Sunday
rest day law for the District of Co¬
lumbia and the discontinuance of the¬
atrical, vaudeville and burlesque per¬
formances and boxing exhibitions by
professional boxers at the Army and
Navy camps and posts.
The General Secretary of the Alli¬

ance, Dr. H. L. Bowlby, presented the
ten members of the committee to the
President and briefly outlined the ob¬
ject of the interview. He directed
the President's attention to the im¬
perative need of a Sunday law for the
District of Columbia and stressed the
Importance of a correction of condi-

tions at some camps on Sunday nights
where in a number of instances moat
offensive entertainments and perform¬
ances havo taken place. Ho also ex¬
pressed the profound gratification of
all the sixteen denominations repre¬
sented by the Alliance for the Presi¬
dent's response to their request as
made by the Alliance for an order
reducing all work on Sunday in the
Army and Navy to the measure of
strict necessity.

Rev. Wallace Radcliffe, D. D., pas¬
tor of the New York Avenue Presby¬
terian church, Chairman of the Wash¬
ington Interdenominational Rest Day
Committee, emphasized the fact that
the District of Columbia, which ought
long ago to have had a Sunday law,
is without It. President Wilson in¬
terjected: "That surprises me. I
didn't know the District of Columbia
has no Sunday law." Dr. Radcliffe
then told of a number of attempts to
get such a bill through Congress, but
that they had failed and that the
committee hoped for success with the
President's help.

Rev. John F. Carson, D. D., Chair¬
man of the National Service Commis¬
sion, told the President he endorsed
the efforts of the Lord's Day Alliance
both to secure the passage of a Sun
day law for the District, and in urg¬
ing the reduction to a minimum ot
all activities on Sunday which di»
turbed the orderly rest and religious
hours of the Christian Sabbath In our
camps and cantonments. He spoke
of the day as affording the opportu¬
nity for teaching those high and ne¬
cessary spiritual values which would
be seriously handicapped by the world¬
ly attractions scheduled for the after¬
noons and evenings.

Others who made brief remarks
were Dr. Howard A. Kelly, the fa¬
mous surgeon of Baltimore; Right
Rev. James F. Mackin. D. D., St.
Paul's rectory. Washington, and Hon.
L. P. Padgett, of the House of Rep¬
resentatives. The other members of
the committee who were present were
Bishop Alfred Harding, Protestant
Episcopal Church of Washington;
John B. Lamer, president of th<4
Washington Loan and Trust Com¬
pany; Rev. .Tames D. Bulirer, D. D.,
Reformed Church in the United
States, Washington; Hon. Joshua
Levering and Dr. W. W. Davis, Na¬
tional Legislative Secretary of the Al¬
liance, Baltimore. Illness prevented
the President of the* Alliance, Mr.
James Yereance, New York, and Rev.
William H. Roberts, D. D., Philadel¬
phia, from attending; Bishop William
F. McDowell, Washington, D. C.. of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, was
called out of the city, and a funeral
prevented Rev. James Taylor, the
President's pastor, from being pres¬
ent.

President Wilson showed very
plainly his sympathy with the causes
presented, and requested Dr. Radcliffe
to send him a copy of what would
be regarded as a proper Sunday mea¬
sure for the District of Columbia.
The President also asked Dr. Bowlby
to submit to him a practicable propo¬
sition which might serve to overcome
the features objected to for his con¬
sideration.
The Lord's Day Alliance of the

United States, which Is "the voice of
the Church," believes that short, ear¬
nest letters to the President by Chris¬
tians everywhere in the United States
would cause him still more to quicken
the pulse of Congress on the Sunday
law issue for the District of Colum¬
bia. and that additional emphasis
would be given the appeal for better
Sabbath observance In the camps if

^his attention were in this way called
to the opinions especially of parents
and relations of young men at the
camps.

Among tfjc ^olbiers
PRESBYTERIAN BOYS AT CAMP

LEE.
Through the aid of the War Work

Council Mr. D. H. Graham is now lo¬
cated in Petersburg, Va., devoting his
entire time to the Presbyterian boys
in Camp Lee. Parents and pastors
throughout the States from which
these men come are urged to write
him, giving the name and camp ad¬
dress (regiment and company) of
their boys here and to call on him
for any services whatever in their
behalf. Address D. H. Graham, Box
460, Petersburg. Va.

CHAPLAINS NEEDED.
The following cable from General

Pershing, emphasizing the great value
of thoroughly equipped chaplains and
urging an increase in their number,
is perhaps the most striking evidence
that has yet been given of the sig¬
nificance of the chaplains.

It would seem as though this mes¬
sage from General Pershing ought to
strike a responsive chord which would
bring applications from some of our
strongest men.

General Pershing's recommendation
as to the number of chaplains coin¬
cides with the bill now in Congress,
introduced by the Federal Council,
calling for one chaplain for every
twelve hundred men.

It will be noted that General Persh¬
ing not only calls for an Increased
number, but also for men of the very
highest type.
"To the Adjutant-General,

Washington.
"For the Secretary of War:

"1. In the fulfillment of Its duty
to the natiou much is expected of our
army and nothing should be left un¬
done that will help In keeping It in
the highest state of efficiency. I be¬
lieve the personnel of the army has
nevor been equalled and the conduct
has been excellent, but to overcom
entirely the conditions found here re¬
quires fortitude born" of great cour¬
age and lofty spiritual ideas. Count¬
ing myself responsible for the wel¬
fare of our men in every respect, it
is my desire to surround them with
the best influence possible. In the
fulfillment of this solemn trust It
seems wise to request the aid of the
churches at home.

"2. To this end it is recommended
that the number of chaplains in the
army be increased for the war to an
average of three per regiment, with
assimilated rank of major and cap¬
tain in due proportion, and that a
number be assigned in order to be
available for such detached duty as
may be required. Men selected should
be of the highest character with rep¬
utations well established as sensible,
practical, active ministers or workers
accustomed to dealing with young
men. They should be in vigorous
health, as their services will be need¬
ed under most trying circumstances.
Appointees should of course be sub¬
ject to discharges for inefficiency like
other officers of the National Army.

"It is my purpose to give the chap¬
lain corps through these forces a defi¬
nite and responsible status and to out¬
line. direct and enlarge their work
into co-operative and useful aid to
the troops.

(Signed) "Pershing."

LETTER FROM DR. THOMAS \V.
LINGLE.

The 21st of September late at
night I reached the headquarters of
a regiment of American railway en¬

gineers serving in the French Army
The purpose of my Journey was that
I might be of service in Y. M. C. A.
work to the men who are helping to


