
stitute at Atlanta was deliberately called to
Y. M. C. A. work in France. He could do a

service unequalled by any minister.
There is a demand that our schools and

churches should close especially during the win¬
ter time and thus save electric power and coal.
In fact, many schools have already closed for
quite a season. It seems strange that pool¬
rooms, moving picture theatres and other places
of idleness are allowed to remain open it may
be only live days in the week, but schools are

open only five days; churches are open only
one. It would seem that many regard the
places of idleness, and often of vice, as more

uplifting than schools and churches.
It is a false economy that closes any place

of uplift.
There is a false economy that demands that

Ihe Church curtail its Home and Foreign Mis¬
sion work.
There never was a time when the demand

was more imperative for the believing and
practicing the teachings of Christ.
Be economical, but let economy be wise and

helpful. A A. L.

Contributed
THE DUTY OF THE CHURCH IN TIME OF

WAK.

By lxev. R W. Jopling, D. D.
What is the duty of the Church in time of

war? What is the auty of the Church in time
of peace, or in any other time? Is the duty
of the Church a variable thing, to be deter¬
mined only by the exigencies of time and place,
or is the duty of the Church a fixed and con¬
stant thing which has been determined by her
Lord and Master for all time? If we can an¬
swer the last 'question, we can answer the
first.
The Church is a divine institution. It was

founded by Jesus Christ. He is her only Lord
and Master; he and he alone has the right
to determine what her duty shall be. Has
he exercised that right? He has. He taught
her to pray, "Thy kingdom come." Her work
must be commensurate with her prayers.
Hence her duty is to bring in the kingdom of
God on earth. Again, after his death and
resurrection and just before his ascension, he
issued to the Church her marching orders in
his final commission. What did he say?
Listen! "Go ye into all the world and preach
the gospel to every creature." From this the
duty of the Church is plain. It is the evan¬

gelization of the world, and this evangeliza¬
tion is to be accomplished by preaching the
gospel. It is to be noted that there is no ex¬
ception to this commission in favor of a time
of war or any other time. Hence we conclude
that the duty of the Church is fixed and con¬
stant for all time, and that duty is preaching
the gospel.
Some good people seem to lose sight of this

fact. They seem to think that preaching the
gospel is a secondary affair, a mere "dress
parade," "marking time," "fiddling while
Rome is burning," "tithing mint, anise and
cummin,"" while neglecting weightier matters.
If that be true, their quarrel is with Jesus
Christ and not with his Church. He has de¬
fined her duty. He alone has authority to
change it. He has not done so, and his Church
does so at her peril. With all my heart I be¬
lieve, and I believe he believes, preaching the
gospel is the greatest work ever done on earth.
There is no duty so great, no service to God or
man so high, and no emergency however press¬
ing, no enterprise however laudable in itself,

can ever justify the Church in a departure from
preaching the gospel or in subordinating the
preaching of the gospel to any other sort of
service.

Yet two things should be remembered : 1.
In preaching the gospel common sense and the
example of our Saviour should teach us to
select its truths and adapt the emphasis to the
occasion and to the needs of the audience. 2.
There are multitudinous ways in which the
gospel may be preached.

Jesus preached the gospel upon the Horns
of Hattin, and in the upper room in Jerusalem,
in the parables of the Prodigal Son, the Good
Samaritan and in all his parables and miracles,
at the wedding in Cana, by the bier of the
widow's son near Nain and by the tomb of
Lazarus in Bethany, in his nights of prayer
and his days of toil, to Nicodemus who came
under cover of darkness and to the woman
whom he met at Jacob's well, when he fed
the five thousand and when he set the little
child in the midst, when he said to John, "Be¬
hold thy mother," and to the thief on the
cross, "To-day shalt thou be with me in para¬
dise," and above all when he died for our sins
and rose again for our justification. John the
Baptist preached the gospel when, pointing
to Jesus, he said to his disciples, "Behold the
Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of
the world." Andrew preached the gospel
when he brought Peter to Christ. Peter
preached the gospel to the lame man at the
temple door, as truly as to the thousands at
Pentecost. Paid preached the gospel to the
philosophers of Athens on Mars Hill and to his
guard in prison at Rome. The four men who
brought the paralytic to Christ, the little boy
who gave his few loaves and fishes, Mary when
she broke the box of spikenard over Jesus
head all of these preached t he gospel. To¬
day when a minister stands in the sacred desk
and tells the people of the love of Jesus, to¬
morrow when he speaks an earnest word to a
sinner about his soul's salvation, the next day
when lie goes to the house of mourning, gives
a warm clasp of the hand, sheds a tear of
sympathy and lifts the hearts of the bereaved
ones to God in prayer.in all these he preaches
the gospel. The mother who gathers her lit¬
tle children about her and, as they kneel with
clasped hands, teaches them that sweet little
prayer, "Now I lay me down to sleep,"
preaches the gospel. The teacher who tells
the story of Christ to his pupils, the business
man who for Christ's sake operates his en¬
terprises upon principles of justice and kind¬
ness, the young man who for Christ's sake
leads a clean, pure life, the young woman who
for the love of Christ refuses to participate
in questionable practices in society and the
man by the side of the road who in the name
of a disciple gives a cup of cold water to a

thirsty traveler all these preach the gospel.
Tn fine, any and all words or works that exalt
Jesus Christ in the hearts of men and draw
men to him in faith and repentance and love,
is preaching the gospel.and nothing else is.
No good works done from mere impulse or for
the sake of public opinion or in the name of
some order, have any standing with God or
will receive any reward at His hands. The
doers of these charities ignore Him and lie
ignores them.
We find then that the duty of the Church

in time of war, as in time of peace, is to bring
in the kingdom of God and that this is to be
done by preaching the gospel. We find, how¬
ever, that there are a thousand ways in which
the gospel may be preached; and while the
official proclamation of the word should never
be neglected, these other ways of preaching
the gospel should be stressed as sanctified com-

mon sense and the Holy Spirit may indicate.
Certainly the Church should be wide awake
at all times to recognize and seize strategic
points, and it seems to me that a cantonment
where thousands of our young men are gath¬
ered, who are away from home influences, sub¬
jected to many and strong temptations and en¬
gaged in the hazardous enterprise of war,
would suggest itself even to a blind man as
such a strategic point and that special efforts
should be made to preach the gospel there.

Before closing I wish to register a caution.
It has been said above that the Church should
never be subordinated to any other organiza¬
tion. This needs to be the more zealously
guarded in times of stress and strain and gen¬
eral excitement like these through which we
are now passing. Many good people in
America to-day are doing much loose thinking
in this subject. They are confounding pa¬
triotism with the religion of Jesus Christ, the
duty of the Church with the duty of the State.
The Presbyterian Church in America blundered
egregiously on this point in 1861, and thereby
made an ugly breach in the Church, which
has not been healed to this day. The General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A.,
in Dallas, Texas, 1917, according to press re¬
ports, pledged the resources of the Church to
President Wilson in the prosecution of the
war. I love our brethren of the Northern
Presbyterian Church as we call it. They are a

great and wise people, and are doing a great
work. Part of my education was received in
their greatest seminary, and I love them all
the more for that. But they seem to me habit
uallv unable to distinguish between the func¬
tions of the Church and the functions of the
State, between politics and patriotism on the
one hand and the religion of Jesus Christ on
the other. By what authority do they pledge
the resources of the Church to the State for
the winning of this war? Do they not thereby
subordinate the Church to the State? Chain
the chariot of Jehovah to the car of Caesar?
Do they not thereby divert the resources of the
Church from the great enterprise to which
Jesus ordained them? In so doing are they
loyal to our Lord and Master? These arc

questions which I shall not endeavor to an¬

swer, but I should like to say this : The Church
of Jesus Christ is, in my conception,, the
greatest institution on earth. Iler mission, her
duty.preaching the gospel to every creature
.has been assigned to her by her Lord and
Master and is in keeping with her exalted
character. She cannot, therefore, be sub¬
ordinated to any other institution,, her energies
devoted to any other purpose, or her resources
diverted to the furtherance of any other cause,
without a grave departure from her noble
trust.

Will some one suggest that this war in which
we are engaged is a most righteous one and
therefore winning it is a part of the work of
bringing in the kingdom of God, and hence
it is right and proper for the Church to help
win it? That jvosition cannot be maintained.
This war is of this world. It is to be won

by the sword. The Church is in this world,
but it is not of this world. Her enemies are
the devil and the powers of darkness. All
the wars she is commissioned to wage are to
be waged in the realm of spirit. The sole
offensive weapon of war placed in her hands
by the Captain of her salvation is the sword
of the Spirit which is the word of God. Hence
the Church, having no commission and no

weapons for wars among men, has no place in
such wars.

Waging war is the business of the State.
The Church is a divine institution, to which
God has assigned the duty of evangelizing the


