
world, and has placed in her hands but one

weapon, the word of God, with which to do
it. The State is also a divine institution to
which God has assigned the duty of securing
and maintaining ju -tier ami order among men,
and has placed ir her hands the sword, a good
Damascus blade, the symbol of earthly au¬

thority, with which to accomplish her task.
In the administration of justice the State
sometimes finds herself under the solemn neces¬

sity of waging war, as is the case with us now.
It may be that tin* same persons who consti¬
tute the membership of the Church also con¬
stitute the citizenry of the State. Should that
be so, when the necessity of war arises, we
should wage it, not in our organized capacity
as a Church, but in our organized capacity as a
State. In our capacity as a Church, our duties
?\re purely spiritual, we have nothing to do
with wars. In our capacity as a State, our
duties are temporal. We may in duty bound
have to wage war. The Church is a spiritual
kingdom ; her duties and her weapons are

spiritual. The State is a political organiza¬
tion; her duties are temporal and her weapons
are physical.

For the reason above given, 1 did not preach
on the Liberty Bonds or Food Conservation,
etc., as requested by Messrs. McAdoo, Hoover
and others, although I am in entire and hearty
sympathy with their purpose. I bought a

Liberty Bond.with my wife's money and as
for food conservation, 1 have for years sur¬

passed Mr. Hoover's most rigid request on that
score. 1 believe this is for us a most righteous
war, and it thrills me to think of the unsel¬
fish and noble ideal avowed for us by our
President upon entering it. 1 yield to no man
in the quality and fervor of my patriotism.
But for all that 1 owe and confess a higher
loyalty to Jesus Christ than to my country.
He who has the right to demand of his fol¬
lowers that they forsake father and mother
and country for his sake, has assigned to his
Church but one duty, that of preaching the
gospel to every creature, and I cannot in
loyalty to him turn aside from that high duty
to assist in any other enterprise. Had I been
requested merely to preach on food conser¬
vation in order to save a people from starving,
or to speak as a citizen on this subject at some

place on a week da}', I should have been glad
to do so. But when 1 am requested to omit
the preaching of the gospel, and instead of
that, on the Lord's day and at the hour set
for public worship, to speak on food conser¬
vation in order to win this war, I cannot do
that. 1 cannot prostitute the Church to the
State. 1 cannot be thus disloyal to my Lord
and Master. Such conduct would say plainer
than any words that there are times when
other matters are of more importance to the
Church than preaching the gospel, and men
are the judges as to when these times arrive
and what these matters are. In such a case
the gospel would soon fall into contempt, and
the Church would preach it much as a dog
gnaws an old bone at odd times when he has
nothing else to do. The Church in Germany
is subordinated to the State. The pulpit is
freely used to propagate patriotism and to pro¬
mote national solidarity. What is the result?
The evangelical note has been almost entirely
lost in the Church, all kinds of uncanny isms
are freely proclaimed as the gospel and the
pulpits of the Church of the living God re¬
sound throughout the length and breadth of
the empire every Sunday with approval of the
general policy of the German government, and
even of her most inhuman and brutal acts of
frightfulness ! I do not want such conditions
to obtain in America. Already there are many
things in many quarters which are supplant-

ing t lie gospel in our pulpits. I have 110 sym¬
pathy with such customs, and I do not pro¬
pose to do anything to encourage them.
Keep your patriotism out of your religion.

Take your religion with you into your pa¬
triotism. Your patriotism, however line, will
contaminate your religion. Your religion, if
genuine, will wonderfully enrich your pa¬
triotism. The Church can best serve (Jod and
humanity, the individual ami the State by eon-

fining all her efforts, devoting all her energies
to her God-given work.preaching the gospel
to every creature. When it becomes necessary
to wage war, the State is the proper organi¬
zation to do that.

Austin, Texas.

SIGNS OF CHRIST'S SECOND ADVENT.
A Bible Study.

By Rev. E. C. CJordon, D. 1).
The editorial paragraph on the second

coming of Christ in the Presbyterian of the
South for January 9th, is very much to the
point; yet something may be added to it by
way of commentary on other articles in the
same paper.
As to the seven groups of signs, all of which

are supposed to be, or about to be, fulfilled,
it may be said, first, that this number may
be added to or subtracted from, according to
the taste and fancy of the enumerator. Thus
the second group may, without stretching, be
combined with the sixth and seventh, as will
appear by a comparison of the phrase, "a de¬
cline in vital godliness," found in the second
group, with 2 Tim. 3:1-5, in part, quoted in
the sixth group, and 2 Pet. 3:3, 4, in part
quoted in the seventh group. As to the ab¬
sence of vital godliness and the presence of
seoilers in these times, it may be said, secondly,
that these signs have been observed in every
century of our era. The reader may note in
confirmation of this statement 1 John 2:18;
Jude 4 :18, 19; 2 Tim. 3:13; 2 Pet. 2:1, and the
fiistory of the visible Church from the first
century to the twentieth. At the same time, if
our Lord's word as to the growth of the chil¬
dren of his kingdom is to be accepted, it
should be noted that there is more vital god¬
liness in the world to-day than there has ever
been before. A thorough search for the "good
old times" is a waste of time.
As to the fifth group of signs, viz., "a state

of great unrest in society at large," war, revo¬

lutions, "every sort of uneasiness manifest
everywhere in the world," it is enough to say
that our Lord expressly tells us that these
things are not signs of his return. See Matt.
24:4-13. If these words are to be applied to
the destruction of Jerusalem by the Roman
general, Titus, A. D. 70, then read Matt.
24:27-31, compared with 13:36-42. Here again
it may be said that every student of history
knows that, so far as Europe is concerned, it
has been in a state of unrest ever since the
barbarians invaded the territory of the Roman
empire, to say nothing of its condition prior
to that invasion.
The third group of signs, viz., "the mighty

movements among the Jews," doubtless are
confirmations of some Scripture predictions;
but, so far as they are signs of the near ap¬
proach of Christ '8 second advent, they may
be combined with the fourth group, which has
regard to Jerusalem, its occupation by Gen¬
tiles, and its supposed literal restoration to the
Jews. See Luke 21 :24. Dr. Stacy admits that
this is one of the most mysterious of all the
signs; yet he tells us that Dr. Pierson assures
us that "the times of the fullness of the Gen¬
tiles" will fall somewhere within a period of

forty years between I860 and 1920." Hence
"these signs are about to be fulfilled."
About three years of this forty year period

remain. We live in fast times, and our God
is omnipotent. Much may be accomplished
in three years. But the Gentiles are still in
possession of Jerusalem, and the meaning of
our Lord's words, "Until the times of the
Gentiles be fulfilled," is as mysterious as
ever. Paul only of the New Testament writers,
except Luke, uses a similar phrase, and this
only once: "Blindness in part is happened to
Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be
come in," Horn. 11:25, 26. The most reason¬
able interpretation of both passages is this:
Jerusalem is to be in the power of the Gen¬
tiles and partial blindness is to rest upon Israel
during the times, the opportunities, the seasons
of gracc, allotted by God to the evangeliza¬
tion of the Gentiles. Then the partial blind¬
ness of Israel is to be removed. Jerusalem
in some sense is to be restored to God's peo¬
ple, though this is not explicitly stated either
in Luke's gospel or by Paul, and "all Israel"
will be saved; will be re-engrafted into their
own olive tree. See Rom. 11:20-24.
As thus interpreted these words cease to

be specially mysterious, but they leave us a

sign which is certainly vague. Who is au¬
thorized to say when the day of evangelistic
grace allotted to the Gentiles will end?
A similar question may be asked of the first

group of signs, which consists of only one:
"This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached
in all the world for a witness unto all nations:
and then shall the end come" (Matt. 2-4:14).

Dr. Stacy finds a "near approach to the
carrying out of this missionary program" in
our times, which he regards as an opposite
sign to the decline in vital godliness. He
makes no mention of the fact that in this year
of grace at least two-thirds of the human race
are profoundly ignorant of the gospel. He
also ignores, apparently, the fact that Paul, in
his day, could say that the gospel which he
preached to the Colossians had also come in
all the world. See Col. 1:5, 6, 23; Rom. 10:17,
18.
The truth is that Jesus and the inspired

writers of the New Testament studiously
avoided giving signs of the near or immediate
approach of the second advent. That event
was to be sudden and wholly unexpected as
to the precise time of its occurrence. See
Matt. 24:36-42. Compare Matt. 25:13; Acts
1 :7; 1 Thess. 5 :2; 1 Peter 4:7; 2 Peter 3:10.

At the same time the second advent is rep¬
resented as the great and blessed hope of the
Church, possible to occur at any time, yet
certain to occur at no specified time, and at
no time indicated by signs which admitted
of unmistakable interpretation. Our Lord
evidently desired to have his people looking
for, praying and working for, his return in
every year of every century. The reason is
clear: lie desired them to fulfil his Great Com¬
mission in order that all those given to him
by his Father might be saved. Their salvation
to-day waits on this fulfilment, and his second
advent waits on their salvation. This last

'

statement is evinced by the Apostle Peter in
his second epistle, 3:3-9, where "his promise,"
vs. 9, means the promise of his return, and
"any" means any of his people. Should he
come before all of them were saved, his
Father's promise to him, John 6:37, 39, would
not be fulfilled. That their salvation depends
on the completion of the Great Commission is
made clear by Paul in Rom. 10:13-15.

Instead, therefore, of looking for signs, the
great word is, preach the gospel, evangelize
the nations, remove the ignorance of mankind
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