
and it is at the beginning of this golden age
when the Lord's unexpected return will occur.
It is at least our privilege, perhaps our duty,
to watch and note iho signs as they occur,
and a very emphatic, much repeated one is set
at the head of this article. Was this element
of surprise to be based upon a lack of evidence
of his near approach, or upon a lack of vision
and faith concerning the evidence? Clearly
not the lirst, since there are more and more
definite prophecies in the Scriptures concern¬

ing his actual and visible return to the world
than can be found concerning any other fore¬
told event. Then it must be found in a uni¬
versal lack of vision and faith, a universal
indifference, a haziness in men's minds, a wider
and more definite reliance upon natural and
rational processes of civilization, of war's
"drastic medicine," of peace when we "can
stand it," and as long as we "can endure
it," until by these means all nations would
at length be "gradually prepared" for the
Millennium, regenerated, as it. were, into that
condition ol" altruism and spirituality which
some of us had always thought would be one
of the mighty works of the Holy Spirit, and
of the returned and reigning Saviour.

This exalted idealism concerning war is far
more prevalent in the Church than some of
us perhaps imagine, and it becomes one of the
evidences of "such an hour as ye think not."
The reasoning is obvious. If the "malignant
cancerous growth of war, whose roots ramify
throughout the whole of our present world
order," if this evil tree can bring forth by
gradual and natural, we might say scientific,
processes, all the beautiful fruits of a redeemed
social order (or almost redeemed), to say noth¬
ing of the assistance of the gospel, why should
any necessity remain for the Lord's visible
coming to bind Satan, dethrone him, and set
up the longed-for kingdom of his glory?
The philosophy of the world, and of the

world's Von Treitschkes, has long ago accept¬
ed, or at least leaned toward, the first men¬
tioned theory of a gradually evolved social
perfection, but that does not concern us so
much as the fact that the Church is gradually
giving in to the same ideas and idealism. The
time has been so long, the failures have been
so many, the weariness so profound, that even
the Church is asking now, "Where is the prom¬
ise of his coming?" It is "such an hour as

ye think not."
We wish to examine other evidences more

definite and more startling, but before doing
so let us examine, in a paragraphic way, this
remarkable relation of the question of war
vs. peace to the Millennial idealism. In all
the foretelling of that happy age, by the pro¬
phets, by our Lord, by the apostles, this fea¬
ture of universal peace is so prominent, so

distinct, that it seems to take precedence of
every other idea. It leads. It predominates.
It is a peak-like characteristic in the heights
of the mountains of the Lord, and it appears
to catch the first rays of the glory of that
rising Sun of Righteousness. But this seems
now to the modern mind to be more poetical
than real. The Von Treitschkes are making
war respectable, and necessary. Important
functions are fpund to pertain to it. There¬
fore this being the case, the education of a

public opinion against war will be, perhaps
must be, regarded with some hesitation, to
say the least. The said philosophy in its home
country, its "fatherland," has actually ob¬
sessed its people, its leaders, its government,
with the glory of war, "its virtue, its hero¬
ism, its divine appointment," to such a degree
that in this day, this high day, of Christian
civilization they can and do freely plunge the

whole world into the maddest of all wars,
and compel peace-loving nations to arm and
watch and war for their defense and the de¬
fense of each other against an empire gone
mad and running amuck among the nations.
Since we cannot conceive of a Christ, a re¬
turned and visible Lord Jesus, looking with
indulgence and toleration upon such an ideal¬
ism, responsible for such a state of the world,
it follows that doubtless for a long time to
come there will be no room for him in this
modern Christian civilization, so-called. There¬
fore, his return is not imminent. It is "such
an hour as ye think not."
On the other hand, there are very many

who imagine that they catch a glimpse of the
Millennial dawn as one of the logical results
of this fearful war. The world will be so dis¬
illusioned of war's glory, and so convinced
of its hellish origin and unfathomable wicked¬
ness, that powerful international leagues will
be organized to enforce peace even to the ends
of the earth, and doubtless for a thousand
years to come. While they will realize, as we
all do, that there is something in our human
nature at its best, either as a natural gift or
as a grace, which enables it to rise nobly
above all calamity, nevertheless they will not
for this reason exalt the calamity. They will
destroy it. And with this object in view they
will patiently seek for its rational and natu¬
ral causes in those false philosophies and false
doctrines which have been grafted hot from
hell into the fabric of our modern civilization.

Seeing this most hopeful beginning of a
millennial civilization, built upon lines so an-

alagous to the prophetic idealism, the world,
and even the Church, may forget the visible
coming of the Lord, so that more than ever
before it will be "such an hour as ye think
not."

Barber, Ya.

WHAT DOES THE SUCCESS OF "THE
$3,000,000 DRIVE" MEAN?

By Rev. Henry H. Sweets, D. D.
It means for each member of the Church,

who is brought to a fuller comprehension of
the stewardship of life and of substance, a
great spiritual blessing. The grace of liberality
more fully developed in the soul will increase
the joy and peace and blessing of the Chris¬
tian life. Remember the words of the Lord
Jesus how he said : "It is more blessed to give
than to receive."

It means to the members of the Church add¬
ed joy and prosperity. As the children are
taught to recognize that they are trustees of
the things in their possession they will not be
so harmed by "the deceitfulness of riches."
The orderly planning of the finances of the
family will effect economies and promote sim¬
ple life. "Honor the Lord with thy sub¬
stance ... so shall thy barns be filled with
plenty."

It means the enriching and strengthening of
the Church. These efforts are put forth, not
to secure more nickels and dimes and quar¬
ters for the work of the Church, but to bring
each individual member into personal fellow¬
ship with Jesus Christ. The canvassers who
visit become deeply interested in the homes
and their spiritual welfare; the erring are re¬
claimed, the indifferent are quickened, the
active workers are enouraged, the whole or¬
ganization is more compactly built together.

It means an orderly and strategic advance
all along the line of our entire Church. No
essential part of its work is overlooked. The
singular unity of all of its departments is
recognized; the base of supplies, reinforce-

meats, means of transportation, and tlie equip¬
ment and provisions for the most distant sol¬
dier on our far-flung battle lines are assured.

It means for Foreign Missions that the pres¬
ent and impending debts are to be wiped out.

A sufficient number of churches, schools and
colleges are to be built in the seven countries
into which we have thrown divisions of our

army, and the reinforcement of ministers,
teachers, doctors and nurses for which our
advanced forces have waited so long, are to be
sent out in the near future.

It means for General Assembly's Home Mis¬
sions that the indebtedness of that commit¬
tee is to be met, that the pitiful salary, now

given many of their mission workers, is to be
increased ; that the buildings, equipment and
men so urgently needed are to be provided;
that many waiting and inviting fields for
service in the mountains, among the negroes,
for the immigrants, and in the weaker parts
of the Assembly, can now be entered.

It means for Synodical Home Missions that
adequate salaries can be provided for the faith¬
ful workers; that many of the fields, long va¬

cant, may be supplied; that manses and build¬
ings may be repaired or erected.

It means for Presbyterial Home Missions
that the walls around our own doors may be
rebuilt and strengthened and many of the
waste places may be reclaimed and destitu¬
tions overtaken.

It means for Publication and Sabbath-School
Extension that the work of this department
can be practically doubled, that Sunday-school
missionaries can be placed in nearly all of
the eighty-six Presbyteries, that the millions
of children, growing up in the South out¬
side of the Sunday-schools, may be reached.

It means for Christian Education and Min¬
isterial Relief that more adequate provision
shall be made for our faithful ministers, who,
on account of sickness or old age, have been
forced to retire both from labor and from
income, and for the needy widows and or¬

phans of our deceased ministers; that greater
efi'orts may be put forth to stimulate the
Synods in the equipment and the endowment
of their educational institutions, and the care
of Presbyterian boys and girls in State insti¬
tutions of learning; that a larger number of
worthy boys and girls, of approved charac¬
ter, from poor homes, preparing for the min¬
istry and mission service both at home and
abroad, may receive much needed assistance
in their work of preparation.

It means for the American Bible Society
that this worthy agency is to receive a much
larger amount at a time of greatly enlarged
obligation in the homeland and across the
seas.

It means for educational work in the various
Synods that the schools and colleges are to
receive offerings from all of our people in the
budget of the Church ; that many of them will
thus be saved and strengthened in this period
of tremendous struggle to meet the higher re¬
quirements now demanded and the increased
cost of provision and the decreased receipts on
account of the number of students who have
been called away for the war.

It means for orphans' homes of the Synods
that these institutions will receive, for the
first time in many Synods, a part of the week¬
ly offerings of God's people, by which means
our people can more fully discharge their duty
to the dependent children who must look to
us alone for comfort and help.

It means for the kingdom' of God larger and
more hopeful things. The proper equipment
and reinforcement of our division of the great
army of Christ will enable us to discharge
our full auty in the great war against super-


