April 6, 1921]

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

—_

BIBLE TEACHINGS ABOUT WORK.

Mark 6:1-3; John 5:17; 2 Thess.

3:6-13.

April 17, 1921,
Golden Text: Not slothful in busi-
ness; fervent in spirit; serving the
Lord.—Rom, 12:11,

Devotional Reading: Ps. 121,

Reference Materinl: BEx, 20:9-11;
Prov. 22:29; 28:19; 31:10-31; Eph.
4:28.

Primary Topie: A Child Who
Helped,

BIG SERVICE FOR 10 CINTS

Washington, D. C.——1In order to let people
all over the country see for themselves how
valuable the Pathfinder can be to them, the
editor of that old established national weckly
offers to send his paper on trial 8 weeks for
only 10 cents. The 10 vents does not begin
to pay the cost, but the editor says he is
elad to invest in new friend:. The Path-
finder has been going for 28 vears, One
family in every 70 in the entire United
States now  takes it. Thousands more
would take it if they realiced what they are
missing.  The proof of the pudding is in
the eating. Only o dime sent to the Path-
finder, 160 Langdon Station, Washington,
D. C., will kecp your whole family informed,
entertained, helped and incpired.
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Mary Baldwin Seminary

ESTABLISHED IN 1842,

FOR YOUNG LADIES
STAUNTON, VIRGINIA
Term begins September 9th, 1920. Lo-
cat;(()iagn \}hlel bmt;tl‘l',ul and hi.gjwric Shen-
an alley of Virginia. Unsurpassed
climate, handsome building and modern
ugpomtmanta. Students past session from
thirty-one states. Courses: Collegiate
(3 years); Preparatory (4 years). Music,
Art, Expression and Domestic Science
Small classes and thorough work. Send

for catalogue. .

MARIANNA P. HIGGINS,

incipal.

“Say it With Flowers"

HAMMOND

“FLOWERS OF
GUARANTEED FRESHNESS"
Flowers by Telegraph Anywhere

Telephone Madison 630
1st and Grace St., Richmond, Va.

FLOWERS OF QUALITY

John L. Ratcliffe

209 West Broad Street
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

MOSMILLER, Florist

115 East Main Street
The Best in Flowers, with Service as Good
“We deliver to all cities by wire”
Telephones Mad. 1117-1118

LOOK AHEAD

When you buy Furniture.
Invest in somethir g that will add besuty
and comfort to your home and, like a
sherished friend, grow dearer as the years

™ Srioet & Haadley

FURNITURE ITS BEAUTY LASTS

| . DOKS r
i :
SLEO | SeEnT ON TRIAL,
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Lesson Material:
Memory Verse:

Ex. 2:1-10.
dven a child mak-

eth himself known by his doings.—
Prov. 20:11. AL e
Junior Topic: The Ant and the
Sluggard.
Lesson Material: Prov. 6:6-11: 24
4; 24:30-34; 26:13-16,
Memory Verses: Prov. 6:10, 11.
Intermediate and  Senior Topic:

Workers or Ehirkers.

Lesson Materinl: Prov. 6:6-11: 20:
4; 18:9; Mark 6:1-2; John 5:17; 2
Thess. 3:6-13,

Topic for Young People and Adults:
Labor Problems.

Work is honorable in all men. Men
are apt to think of work as a curse
and connect it with the curse of Eden.
But it should be remembered that God
had given our first parents work to
do in the garden of Eden, before sin
blighted their lives. God knew that
man could not be ecomfortable or
happy, if his time were spent in idle-
ness, and so He gave Adam and Fve
the care of the garden. Work is 3od-
given to all men, and for that reaszon
it should he considered honorable and
a blessing. No man continuously idle
from choice ever became strong phy-
sically, mentally or spiritually.

If any other proof that work is
honorable is necessary, we have it in
Jesus of Nazareth. Though He was
the Son of God, when He came to
earth He was horn of a woman whose
hushand was an ordinary working
man. Jesus did not make His hom=
in the palace of a king or the man-
sion of the wealthy where He could
have lived in luxury and ease to he
secured by riches. He came to the
home of a carpenter.

In accordance with the custom of
the Jewish people, He learned a trade,
for every hov among them was re-
quired to learn some manual trade,
Naturally He learned the trade of
him who stood in the place of father
to Him, and became a carpenter. Tha
term carpenter was much more gen-
eral in its meaning than it is to-day.
A carpenter not only built houses,
but did all kinds of work in wood,
such as making furniture and other
household utensils, and vokes and
plows and other farming implements.

We know nothing of Joseph after
Jesus was twelve vears old. Tradition
says that he died while Jesus was
stili young, and that He had to sup-
port His mother and His four young-
or brothers and His sisters by His
own work. We may be very sure
that He was diligent, ecareful and
faithful in His work.

In the days of the Chinese empire
it was customary for the emperor to

be out into the fields on a certain .

day in the spring with great cere-
mony, and taking hold of the han-
dles of a plow to plow a short fur
row, to show his subjects that thera
was no disgrace in manual labor. Our
great King did not labor just for
show, but in order that He and those
who were dependent upon Him might
have the necessities of life. We may
well believe that His labor was such
that He could provide His loved ones
with reasonahle comforts. We ¢annot
think of His not doing as well as
any other earpenter, though of course
He used only His human powers in
His work.

It the King of kings and Lord of
lords could leave heaven and come
down to earth and work with His
hands, we ought never to feel that
manual labor is dishonorable in any
one, We should do whatever work
is given us to do with the same dili-
gence and honesty with which we ars
sure He did His work.

Paul, the great apostle to the Gen-
tiles, was a man of great learning,
and he was probably the son of a

FRESBYTERIAN OF THE SOoUTH

well-to-do man, as he had been able
to go to Jerusalem to be educated by
the greatest teacher of his day. But
his father, though he lived in a rich
heathen city, did not fail to carry
out the law of his people, and require
his son to learn a trade. He chose
that of tent-maker. This required
that he should card and spin the goat's
hair, out of which cost tents were
made, and weave it into cloth and
then sew it together into a tent.

Paul was a man of prominence and
influence in Jerusalem. He was prob-
ably a member of the Sanhedrin., Hiz
learning and his eloquence would
have ensured him a living anywhere.
But there were times when he was
not willing to accept even living ex-
penses from those to whom
preached.

As he worked he preached the
gospel to those with whom he toiled
and won them to Christ, and on the
Sabbath days he preached in the “yn-
agogues (Acts 18:1-4),

Before William Carey went our as
a missionary he was a shoemalker,
but was very active in Christian work.
When some one asked him what his
business was, he replied, “Mv business
is to win souls for Christ, and I cobh-
ble shoes to pay expenses,'

‘Men of genius have left it on re-
cord that they viewed their years of
obscurity as merely a prelude to their
years of fame. Self-made men glory
in the humble origin which makes
their success appear all but ineredi-
ble. But in all the gospel records
there is not a single word, or even a
hint, to =suggest that Jesus regarded
His years of manual labor as an in-
ferior stage of His life—a mere foil.
indeed, to His public ministry.
Thoughts of all that lay beyond the
carpenter’s shop were surely ever with
Him, yet we cannot imagine Him
working with slack hand, while He
dreamt of future glory. His parables

he

Young Men’s

11

Christian

Association

Grace and Seventh Streets
Richmond, Va.

Information

Reading

Rest

Visitors Welcome

92--Rooms for Men—92

Hot and Cold Water

Gymnasium

Shower Baths

Swimming Pool

Bowling Alleys, Games, ete.

Ciospe! Meetings and Bible Study

For information, address
S. K. McKEE. Genera! Secretary
P. O. Drawer 1238

Books of Current
Interest

Real Christ.

R. A. Torrey.........$1.75

Gospel of the Hereafter. Smyth.. 1.50

The Atonement.

Three-Gour Sermon.
Personality of God.

David Smith. ... 1.50

Spiritualism, a Warning.

Kerna-
.50

Kanamori.. 1.25

J. H. Snowden 1.75

Ministry of the Word. Campbell

Morgan
Every-Day Religion.

Other Side of the Hill.

J. E. Free-

Boreham. . 1.75

Near Side of the Mexican Ques-

tion.

Stowell........

Presbyterian Committee of Publication

8 North Sixth St.,

Richmond, Va.

2010-12 West Marshall Street,

CHURCH PEWS

~ PULPIT FURNITURE
Sunday School Chairs, Blackboards etc.

Virginia School Su

pply Company

Richmond, Va.

The Service

that rings true is the service that places your interest first.
That is the service you get at

The Union Bank of Richmond

1104 East Main Street

helpful.

11th and Main Streets,

Our Customers’ Growth

Is directly reflected in our growth. We do our
utmost to forward the interests of our clients, and
our officers welcome every opportunity to be

Merchants National Bank

Capital, $400,000; Surplus and Undivided Profits, $1,760,000
Richmond, Va.




