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THE PROPOSED CONSTITUTION
OF THE

PRESBYTERIAN REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA
PREAMBLE.

The Presbyterian and Reformed Churches in the
I'nited States of America, to-wit: The Presbyte¬
rian Church in the U. S. A., the Presbyterian
Church in the U. S., the Reformed Church in the
l;. S., the Reformed Church in America, and the
i'nited Presbyterian Church, desiring to give ex¬
pression to their unity of spirit, their kinship of
laith and order and their common purpose to
further the redemptive work of Christ in the
world, do hereby associate themselves in one body
ic be known as THE PRESBYTERIAN RE¬
FORMED CHURCHES IN AMERICA.

Article I. The Basis of Union.
Section 1 . Doctrine.

The Presbyterian Reformed Churches in Amer¬
ica accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Tes¬
taments as the inspired Word of God and the only
infallible rule of faith and practice. They recog¬
nize that the doctrinal standards of the constitu¬
ent Chdrches are in essential agreement and are
different expressions of one and the same system
of doctrine.

Section 2. Worship and Government.
Each constituent Church retains its autonomy

in creed, government and worship, and every
power, jurisdiction and right not in this Consti¬
tution expressly delegated to the United Assembly.

Article II. The United Assembly.
Section. 1. The Assembly and the Constituent

Churches.
The Presbyterian Reformed Churches in America

shall act through an assembly which shall be
known as the United Assembly of the Presbyte¬
rian Reformed Churches in America.

This Assembly shall represent in one body all
t lie constituent Churches, and shall constitute a

bond of union, peace and correspondence among
ah the congregations and judicatories of the con¬
stituent Churches. It shall be the declarative,
ndministvatiye and judicial agency of the united
body, but shall exercise only the powers delegated
lo it in ibis Constitution.

Section 2. Membership.
The United Assembly shall consist of eight rep¬

resentatives from each of the constituent Churches
for each 100,000 communicants or fraction there¬
of. up to 300.000, and when a Church has more
:hnn .100,000 communicants, then four representa¬
tives for each additional 100,000 communicants
or major fraction thereof. The basis, but not the
latio, of representation may be changed by the
I'nitod Assembly. These representatives shall be
an equal number of ministers and elders, and
nliall be chosen, with their alternates, under the
direction of their respective Churches in such man¬
ner as these Churches shall determine.

Section 8. Officers.
The officers of the United Assembly shall be a

Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Stated Clerk, Treas¬
urer, and such other officers as may be necessary.
The United Assembly may nlso appoint and define
?he authority of an Executive Committee, on which
.^11 of the constituent Churches shall be represent¬
ed, to act in the intervals between meetings of the
United Apsembly, and all of its acts shall be sub¬
ject to review by the United Assembly.

Section 4. Time of Sleeting.
The United Assembly shall meet In regular ses¬

sion at least biennially, and in special sessions at
t-uoh times and places as may be determined. Ad¬
journed meetings may be held at the pleaaur* of

Our Church and several other Presbyterian
churches appointed committees which were in¬
structed to meet and prepare a plan for a federal
union of the Presbyterian and Reformed Churches
of this country. These committees met in Phila¬
delphia on February 9th, and adopted the plan
that appears on this page. This plan teas ap¬
proved by the committees representing the South¬
ern, the Northern and the United Presbyterian,
and the Dutch and the German Reformed
Churches. It is reported that the committee from
our Church teas not unanimous in adopting it,
though the majority favored it. This report is
now to be presented to the General Assembly of
each of the five churches. If our Assembly ap¬
proves it, it will be sent down to the Presbyteries
for the consideration. In order that it may be
adopted, it must be approved by three-fourths of
the Presbyteries.

the United Assembly. Special meetings shall bo
called by the Moderator on the written request of
eighteen members representing at least two-thirds
of the constituent Churches, or on request of the
supreme judicatory of any constituent? Church.
The Moderator shall designate the time and place
of special meetings, giving at least fourteen days'
aotice thereof. No business shall be transacted
at special meetings other than that specified in
l he call.

Section 5. Quorum.
A quorum shall consist of one-fourth of the

membership, one-fourth of which shall be elders.
Section G. Expenses.

The incidental expenses of the United Assembly
sha'l be met by a fund to be provided by a pro
rata appoitlonment on the basis of the represen¬
tation of each Church in the union The expenses
of the representatives shall be paid by their re¬
spective Churches. All the expenses involved In
the settlement of any question between constituent
Churches shall be borne equally by the Churches
concerned.

Section 7. ITnit Vote.
When two members of any two constituent

Churches at a meeting of the United Assembly
request a unit vote by the constituent Churches
upon a pending motion, the vote shall be so taken,
each Church being entitled to one vote.

Seetion S. Standing Rules.
The United Assembly shall have power to make

such standing rules as shall be deemed necessary
for the conduct of its business.

Article III. Powers of the United Assembly.
Section 1. Unifying Powers.

The United Assembly shall have power of su¬
pervision and direction within the limits set by
this Constitution over all forms of Christian ac¬
tivity that are common to two or more of the
constituent Churches, to-wit:

(a) To receive other Churches into the united
body;

(b) To correspond with other Churches;
(c) To harmonize and unify the work of the

missionary, educational and benevolent agencies of
the constituent Churches;

(d) To advise, encourage and foster the con¬
solidation by constituent Churches of their work
within the bounds of Synods, Presbyteries or
clauses occupying common territory, whenever In

tha Judgment of the United Assembly such con¬
solidation would contribute to greater harmony,
efficiency and economy in the work as a whole.
When suoh consolidation is not feasible, the United
Assembly may propose to constituent Churches
thu3 occupying territory in common, definite plans
of co-operation in said territory. Plans thus pro¬
posed shall be put into effect only when accepted
by the proper Judicatories of the Churches in¬
volved.

Srction 2. Declarative Powers.
(a) The United Assembly may from time to

time prepare such deliverances as will promote
charity, truth and holiness, and serve to advance
the interests of the kingdom of God.

(b) Th« United Assembly, having received and
considered records and reports from the constitu¬
ent Churches, may make such deliverances upon
them as will promote the kingdom of God. These
deliverances shall be submitted to the supreme
judicatories of the constituent Churches for their
consideration and action.

Scctton 3. Administrative Powers.
(a) The United Assembly shall have power to

create and superintend agencies for its work In
Foreign Missions. Home Missions, Education, Pub¬
lication, Ministerial Relief, the Evangelization of
the Negro, Stewardship, and other missionary, ed¬
ucational and benevolent causes.

(b) The organization of the administrative agen¬
cies shall be determined by the United Assembly,
provided always that each constituent Church shall
be represented in each administrative agency.
These representatives shall be nominated by the
resoective Churches or by their boards or agencies
us the Churches may determine, and shall be elect¬
ed by the United Assembly.

(c) Th6 United Assembly, through its adminis¬
trative agencies, shall study the fields and opera¬
tions of the various missionary, educational and
benevolent agencies, and shall recommend to the
constituent Churches methods of unifying their
common work in the interest of greater harmony
and efficiency.

(d) The United Assembly shall have authority
to propoce any other action in reference to the
administrative work of the Churches, but such ac¬
tion shall become binding only when adopted in
the regular way by each of the constituent
Churches. Likewise each of the constituent
Churches may propose action to the United As¬
sembly, and if it is adopted by a two-thirds vote,
according to the unit rule, it shall be referred to
the supreme Judicatories for final disposition. If
it is adopted by all the constituent Churches, it
shall become a rule of the Presbyterian Reformed
Churches in America.

(e) The General Assemblies or General Synods
of the constituent Churches shall send their re¬
cords for information, and shall report to the
United Assembly on all administrative matters,
and the United Assembly shall receive and con¬
sider said records and reports.

Section 4. Judicial Powers.
(a) The United Assembly shall exercise such

judicial power as to doctrine and order as may
be necessary in the conduct of its work and in
the discharge of the administrative and judicial
function conferred upon it in this Constitution.
It shall not have ppwer to impose symbols of faith
or forms of worship upon any of the constituent
Churches, and it shall have no jurisdiction in

(Continued on page 12)


