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THE PLAN OF UNION FOR EVANGELICAL
CHURCHES.

Shortly before his death, which occurred a
few months ago, Dr. Benjamin B. Warfield
published in The Presbyterian of Philadelphia

a discussion of a "Plan of Union" proposed by
the General Assembly. IT. S. A., and addressed
to the "Evangelical Churches" of America.
This discussion is so thorough and so import¬
ant at this time that we quote it in fidl as fol¬
lows :

"The presbyteries will have before them dur¬
ing this year a 'plan of union for evangelical
churches.' The union proposed is based on a
brief creed which is recited in the plan.
"By entering upon this union on the basis of

this creed, the church will declare this creed a
sufficient basis for united work in propagating
the gospel.
"The couneil through which the union to he

established will express itself, is given author¬
ity not only to consolidate in special fields the
evangelizing activities of the several bodies
which it represents, but 1o exclude from given
localities churches of all these bodies except
one.

"By entering this union on the basis of this
creed, we thus agree that nothing beyond the
contents of this creed, held by all alike, is
necessary for the constitution and the healthy
life of the people of God. We are willing we

provide.that many of our fellow-men.our
children, for example, who may become resi¬
dents in a locality from which the council,
erected by us, shall, in order to prevent 'over¬
lapping,' exclude a church of our own order.
shall receive no further instruction in Chris¬
tian truth than is included in this creed. That,
we say, is enough.

What Should Such a Creed Contain?
"In these circumstances assuredly the creed

on the basis of which such a union is to be
erected should contain, at all events, all that is
necessary to conserve the substance of evangel¬
ical religion, and to insure that it shall he
taught wherever the union is in force.
"Now, it is perfectly obvious that the pro¬

posed creed contains nothing which is not be¬
lieved by evangelicals.
"And it is equally obvious that it contains

nothing which is not believed by sacredotal-
ists by the adherents of the Church of Rome,
for example.
"And it is equally obvious that it conlains

nothing which is not believed by rationalists
by respectable Unitarians, for example.
"That is as much as to say that <he creed on

the basis of which we are invited to form a
union for evangelizing purposes contains noth¬
ing distinctively evangelical at all; nothing at
all of that body of saving truth for the pos¬
session of which the church of Christ has
striven and suffered through two thousand
years.

"It contains only 'a few starved and hun¬
ger-bitten dogmas' of purely general character

of infinite importance in the context of evan¬
gelical truth, but of themselves of no saving
sufficiency.
"So far as the conservation and propagation

of evangelical religion is concerned, we might
as well form a union 011 our common acceptance
of the law of gravitation and the rule of three.

What This Creed Omits.
" When we have thus said that there is noth¬

ing distinctively evangelical whatever in this
creed, we have, of course, said everything
which should need to be said. But we have
said it so concisely that perhaps the full sig¬
nificance of it may not be adequately felt. Let
us speak, then, a little more in detail.
"There is nothing about justification by

faith in this creed. And that means that all
the gains obtained in that great religious
movement which we call the Reformation
are east out of the window. We are willing
to treat the fundamental principles of the Ref¬
ormation as no longer necessary to be professed
and taught. There is nothing about the atone¬
ment in the blood of Christ in this creed. And
that means that the whole gain of the long
medieval search after truth is thrown sum¬

marily aside. Anslem goes out of the same win¬
dow with the Reformation.
"There is nothing about sin and grace in

this creed. So far as this creed tells us, there
might be no such thing as sin in the world ;
and. of course, then no such thing as grace.
We need not confess our sins any more; we
need not recognize the existence of any such
thing.
"We need believe in the IIolv Spirit only

'as guide and comforter' do not the ration¬
alists do the same? As the Recreator of the
sinful soul.where is lie? And that means
that all the gains the whole world has reaped
from the great Augustinian conflict goes out
of the window with the rest, Augustine shares
the fate of Anslem and the Reformers.

"It is just as true that the gains of the still
earlier debates which occupied the flrst age of
the Church's life, through which we attained
to the understanding of the fundamental truths
of the Trinity and the deity of Christ are dis¬
carded by this creed also.
"There is no Trinity in this creed; no deity

of Christ.or of the Holy Spirit.
"But these are not distinctively evangelical

truths, and we do not dwell 011 them now. We
note only in passing that it is not merely dis¬
tinctively evangelical truths, but the most fun¬
damental truths of common historical Chris¬
tianity which are neglected by this creed.

Shall We Do It?
"Let us for the moment confine ourselves

to the most essential elements of evangelical
religion.
"Are we ready to enter a union based 011

the elimination of these?
"Are we ready to say in effect that we will

not insist, in our evangelistic activities, 011 any
mention of such things as salvation by faith
only, dependence for salvation 011 the blood of
Christ alone, the necessity for salvation by re¬
generation of the Iloly Spirit?
"Let us open our New Testaments and begin

reading, say, at the epistles of Paul. What is
it which smites our eyes first of all? Is it not
faith, faith, faith? Everything is suspended
011 faith! By it and by it alone, is salvation.
Where is faith in this creed?
"And by the side of faith, there stands 011

the New Testament page the blood of Christ.
The 'precious blyod of Christ' it calls it. Is it
not precious enough to us even to mention it in
a list of articles of fundamental agreement
among Christians? Where is the blood of
Christ in this creed?
"And grace. What stands out more promi¬

nently 011 the pages of the New Testament?
'It is by grace that ye are saved,' declares
Paul; and grace, grace, grace.that is the bur¬
den of the gospel message. Where is grace in
this creed? It is excluded.

True Fellowship.
"Is this the kind of creed which twentieth

century Presbyterian ism will find sufficient as
a basis for co-operation in evangelistic activi¬

ties?
"Then it can get along in its evangelistic

activities without the gospel. For it is pre-
eisely the gospel that this creed neglects alto¬
gether.

" 'Fellowship' is a good word, and a great

duty. But our fellowship, according to Paul,
must bo in 'the furtherance of the gospel.' And
it is precisely t lie gospel which is left out of
the basis of this proposed fellowship.
"Let us by all means have fellowship but

let our fellowship he first of all with the
Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ; with
Whom we can have fellowship, we are told,
only if we walk in the light of His revealed
salvation."

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH OF GOD IS
ONE.

We ought to deplore the divisions in the
Church of God. Especially ought we to con¬
sider carefully the divisions in the ranks of.
Protestant Christianity.
That many of the differences that have re¬

sulted in denominations and a more or less
apparent rivalry lietwcen them, are so small as
not to justify the erection of distinct churches,
is unquestioned. We venture to say that if the
question of the organization of over half the
244 different churches in the United States
were before the Christian public now, they
would not suffer it. In the generations past
small divergences of view became magnified
into swelling differences, so large, that it ne¬
cessitated a solemn coming out from among
them, and organizing a separate church.
The consequence is that we have a terribly

over-churched condition in some sections and
an under-churched one in others. Moreover
we have ministers starving to death in compe¬
tition with each other in certain places, and
vast sections without the ministration of a
man of God in others.

If the Inter-Church Movement did nothing
else than furnish us with this view of the un¬
wise multiplication of churches, it was justified
in its existence. If we can be brought to real¬
ize that four, or five, or in some cases a dozen
different churches, in small towns and commu¬
nities is a curse instead of a blessing, while we
leave other places unprovided for, a mighty
work has been done.
Facts are awkward things. It is a fact that

too often we have been more zealous for the
progress of our denomination than for the pro¬
gress of the Kingdom of God. And if other
denominations have been guiltier than we, it is
no excuse for us.

Why is it not possible for a spirit of comity
to be so created in onr churches, that we would
not push in where it was not duly
seen that our Church would be a de-
be a decided help to the cause of Christ? If
this spirit of mutual cooperation in the largerfield of the Kingdom could be brought about,what a forward step would the Church of God
take. If we have divided the heathen world
out, and this spirit and agreement of
comity has been kept, to the marvel¬
lous growth of the Kingdom, why should
it not apply to the destitution at home?
The work of the Church of God is one.
Why should it he hampered by unnecessarydivisions?
Our own Church is realizing as it never did

before, the value of unity of effort. The fact
that we are doing one great thing together, has
added an immense impetus to all. The Pro¬
gressive Program has had an influence far
wider than it seems. It has driven home the
idea, that, if we expect to do our whole work,
we must put the strength of the whole behind
each part.
We are seeing, for instance, that while Pres¬

byteries do a tine Home Mission work, there is
needed the impact of all the Presbyteriesunited in a Synod to accomplish its full duty.And the united strength and interest of all the


