
A CAMPAIGN FOR CANDIDATES FOR THE
MINISTRY.

It is a day of "campaigns." Almost every¬
thing that is done in large measure has a cam¬

paign behind it. This is the gathering up of
all the forces of the Church and concentrating
them on one object until it is accomplished.
The greatest need of the Church today is not

money, even for educational or missionary
purposes. It is not even for the gathering in
of souls into the churches. The pressing need
of the Church is a much larger number of
choice men filled with the Spirit., offering them¬
selves for the gospel ministry.

?Seven hundred and ninety vacant pulpits
stare us in the face. Hundreds of others are

scantily supplied with the word occasionally.
New and inviting fields are constantly opening
up. Thousands of people are coming into the
Southland, and the supply is not sufficient to fill
the places of dead and retired ministers.
The Church has been supplied with every

needed thing when it has awakened to feel
that need enough to pray for it earnestly, and
then go out and try to answer its own prayers.
We hear men saying, "Improve the quality."
It may be, we might, but 1 venture to say that
the men coming to our pulpits now give as
great promise of usefulness as ever in any day.
But even the most eloquent minister can supply
only one pulpit at one time.

Others have stumbled over the idea that God
alone can and does call men into this work.
Hut if our teaching is correct, the call must
come from the Church, too. If the Church
must call the man after he is fitted, why may
it not also call him to be lilted?

In faet, as an elder and wiser minister said
once to the writer, ' Every man is called to
the ministry until he can show cause why he
should not become a minister of the gospel."
Every man should make the highest and finest
use of himself. The ministry is the calling of
highest usefulness; hence every man is called
to this service, and must prove that there is
an insuperable objection to his doing so.

If this be true, our Sessions and ministers
should become busy seeking out these choice
young men and laying the claims of this high¬
est service upon their hearts. They ought to
be assured that their Church needs them in its
wide open fields. There are groups of churches
and mission fields lying ready for the entrance
of consecrated, self-sacrificing young ministers
in this Presbytery and in every Presbytery.
And as thousands of our boys come out from
the high schools at this time of the year, and
the various professions are bidding for them,
why not conduct a campaign to turn some of
them in the way of the ministry?

A. A. L.

Contributed
A LOUD CALL FROM THE MOUNTAINS.

By Rev. L. W. Irwin.
In the coal fields of West Virginia is a town

of nearly one thousand people at the juncture
of two of the principal coal railways, and
through which the people and the coal from
ten or inore mine operations must pass to get
out. It is the hanking and shopping centre for
a seetion of country teeming with wealth and
people. It is the centre of business, social and
religious life of more than 5,000 people. Itis in a part of the country where at this time
some of the most tense and far reaching and
momentous problems are being worked out be¬
tween labor and capital.

There is a good church building, paid for, a

loyal band of members who are eager to go to
work and realize the greatness of the opportu¬
nity before them.
The coal operators stand back of the church

people and offer to assist the church to any
extent needed to secure a pastor. They want

a Presbyterian. A good Methodist brother, a

merchant, who voluntarily hired a car and
took the preachers of the Home Mission Com¬
mittee to see some of the operators, said to
us, "You Presbyterians can handle this situa¬
tion better than any one else. You have the
goods and can deliver them. Go to it."

This situation has been waiting for a year
to find a man who would enter this open door
of exceptional opportunity. But it will not
wait always. Other churches have their eyes
on the field, and if we do not soon enter it they
will, and they ought to. But our opportunity
will be gon<\ "There is a tide in the atTairs of
men, which taken at its flood, leads on to
victory. Omitted, all the voyage of their lives
is bound in shallows and in miseries."
An observation : When the need and the

destitution and the opportunity for foundation
and constructive work fail to appeal to the
talent of our Church there is something radi¬
cally wrong.

It seems that the ambition of many of our

young men on graduating from the Seminaries
is to take a post graduate course or to secure

a pastorate in some well organized and pros¬
perous church. As to the post graduate work,
if some of the extra training were put to solv¬
ing the great, big problems of the extension
of the kingdom of Christ in our country, in¬
stead of being a mere polishing up to cater to
the fastidious taste of a city audience, it might
not be so bad.

In such a field as is described above there
are being solved today the great, big problems
of the relation of labor and capital, that will
have the most far reaching efl'ect upon the fu¬
ture of the country and of the Church. It is
recognized that the one factor that can save
our fair land from the horror and insanity of
bolshevism is the principles of the gospel. Is
it possible that there can be found no man with
the courage, the self-sacrifice, the Pauline am¬
bition to do foundation work, who will under¬
take such work as this?
Brethren, we have been neglecting the basic

work of the church in the rural and mountain
and mining sections of our country. Time was
when the strength of our Church was in the
country. Now it is in the towns. This is not
because there are fewer iM'ople in the country,
but because we have not conserved the sources
of supply for the towns. The drift of popula¬
tion is like the flow of the streams, from the
mountains to the plain. If we do not take care
of the sources, the stream will eventually fail.
A young preacher just graduating was con¬

templating taking charge of a mountain mis¬
sion work, comprising l whole county. One
of his teachers advised him to take a call to a
large, fashionable suburban church, on the
ground that he would preach to four times as
many people every Sunday as in the mountain
field. He did not go to the mountain work.
The learned 'professor overlooked two things:
That, if the basis of estimate was made by the
month, instead of the week, more individuals
would be reached with the gospel in a month in
the mountain work than in the city charge.
And again, it was overlooked that the moun¬
tain work was conserving the source of supplyfor the city. If the young people who leave
these mountain sections to make their way in
the cities go with the stamp of some other

church upon them, the time will come when
the Presbyterian supply will fail.
Do not imagine that this mountain work

needs only the third rate men. As a matter of
fact, a far greater adaptability is demanded
of a preacher who succecds in work in the in¬
dustrial sections of our mountains than is
needed for success in a city charge. The mis¬
sionary will have to meet more forms of active
and aggressive heresy, will need to correlate
his theology from the Bible to meet more forms
of error, will have to adapt his preaching to
more different classes of people, from the most
ignorant miner or mountaineer to the edu¬
cated superintendents, engineers, doctors and
their families. And he will be right up against
the most tense and far reaching problems in
our industrial world and will have the oppor¬
tunity to make a practical application of the
gospel solution of them.

If any j*oung man of real ability and Christ-
like spirit desires to consider such a work as
has been described above, he may write to Kev.
P. C. Clark, Superintendent of Home Missions,
Shawsville, Va.

Princeton, \V. Ya.

WHAT WE PRAY FOR IN THE LORD'S
PRAYER.

By Judge John Newton Lyle.
"Our Father, which art in heaven!" As it

is our duty to pray for others, and, especially,
for believers, we are here taught to say "our
Father," and not "my Father." Ilence, in
the prayer that follows this preface we pray
for ourselves, the Church and the conversion
of sinners.

(1) "Hallowed by Thy name; (2) Thy
kingdom come; (3) Thy will be done in earth
as it is in heaven." That the kingdom may
come, sinners must be converted and added
to the church by the Holy Spirit, Jesus must
return to earth and the kingdom of glory be
established, for not until then will the Father's
name be hallowed and His "will be done in
earth as it is in heaven." The Holy Spirit
must be given to the Lord's disciples to bless
their lives, their worship and their activities,
of all kinds, and make the congregations true
to Christ, llcnee, in these thr/e petitions we
pray for all the above things.

(4) "Give us this day our daily bread." In ,his petition, we ask bread (food), for both
soul and body. To get it for our souls Christ
must send us the "living bread" from heaven.
That we may have food for our bodies there
must be rain from heaven, fruitful seasons; the
farmers with their help and animals, the mill¬
ers with their men who grind the grain, the
people that transport the food, the merchants
with their employes and animals, that sell and
deliver the food, the cooks that cook it and
the servants that serve it must all be given
health and strength to do their work; and we
must have health to eat, digest and assimilate
the food. Hence, in this petition we pray for
all these things.

(5) "And forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors." As we must forgive to be for¬
given, in this petition we pray both for for¬
giveness an<? for grace to forgive our debtors.

(6) "And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from the evil one." The Holy Spirit
is the guide and deliverer of the Lord 's people.
Hence, in this petition we ask that He will not
lead us into temptation but "in the paths of
righteousness," and deliver us from Satan, sin,
sickness, suffering, sorrow and all 'the evil
fruits of sin.

It is the inspired prayer that is effectual and
avails. The fact that the Holy Spirit inspired


