
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

PAUL IX CYPRUS AND IX AXTIOcIf
OF PISIDIA.

August 7, 1921. Acts 13:1-52.
Golden Text: Ye shall be witnesses

unto me both in Jerusalem, and In
all Judaea and in Samaria, and unto
the uttermost part of the earth..
Act3 1:8.

Devotional Hoailinu;: Isa. 42:1-7.
Refereace Material: Matt. 13:31-

33; 28:18-20; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:
46, 47.
Primary Topic: Adventures of Paul

and Barnabas.
lesson >1 at crial: Acts 3:4-12, 44-

49.
Memory Yerse: Go ye into all the

world and preach the gospel to the
whole creation..Mark 16:15.

Junior Topic: Saul Silences a Sor¬
cerer.

Memory Yerse: Eph. 5:11.
Intermediate and Senior Topic:

Paul Begins His Missionary Travels.
Topic for Young People and Adults:

Paul Becomes a Missionary.
Ijcsson Material: Acts 13:1-5, 13,

14, 44-52.
Barnabas and Saul had been to Je¬

rusalem to carry the offerings of the
church at Antioch to tho3e who were
in need in Jerusalem. Having accom¬

plished the purpose of their journey,
they returned to Antioch.

There were in the church there sev¬

eral prophets 'and teachers. Besides
Barnabas and Saul, two others are
mentioned specially. One was "Sim¬
eon that was called Niger." The word
niger means black. It may have been
given him because of his being a na¬
tive of Africa or because he was of
a dark color. Manaen was a foster
brother of Herod, and so was brought
up with him. It was a mistake to
think that all of the early Christians
belonged to a low social 3cale.
The church was engaged in some

special service. It is probable that
they were trying to find out from
God how they could best carry the
gospel to the regions beyond.

The Holy Ghost in some way spoke
to them and told the church to sep¬
arate Barnabas and Saul for the work
to which he had called them. We
wonder what would be thought to-day
if some one should say that God's
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ministers of the church, who had
been very successful at home, ought
to go forth to the foreign field.
A lesson that should be learned

here is that God wants the best men
to work in heathen lands. No others
are really equipped to hvndle the
great problems that arise in mission
fields.

This church made no objection,
though they might well have said that
there was a plenty of work to be
done still in Antioch. Barnabas and
Saul went without hesitation.

This was the beginning of formal
Foreign Missions, it is true that the
preaching in Antioch was Foreign Mis¬
sion work, but it seems to have been
independent work, done probably by
some who had fled from Jerusalem
because of persecution. Now for the
first time the church takes formal
action setting apart its two best min¬
isters to leave them to carry the gos¬
pel to heathen peoples.

These two men were set apart for
this work by a formal ceremony, and
they departed at once. They went to
Seleucia, the seaport of Antioch and
about 3ixteen miles away. From there
they sailed to the island of Cyprus,
which is a large island in the eastern
end of the Mediterranean Sea. They
landed on the eastern side at the city
of Salamis. They soon went entirely
across the island to the city of Papho3.

There they found a Roman gover¬
nor, whose name was Sergius Paulus
Because at this time the name of
Saul was changed to Paul, some-
writers think that it was done in
honor of thi3 governor. Saul is the
Hebrew form of the name and Paul
(a shortening of Paulus) is the Latin
form. Now that the apostle was

working and would continue to work
in the Gentile part of the Roman
empire, it was very natural that he
should use the Latin form, especially
as he was a Roman citizen.

This Roman governor became in¬
terested in the preaching of Paul and
Barnabas, but he had, probably as
an attendant to afford him amuse¬

ment, a sorcerer named Bar-Jesus.
His title was Elymas, meaning sor¬
cerer. He attempted to prevent the
governor from accepting the teaching
of the apostles, no doubt feeling thai
he would lose his place and his in¬
fluence. Paul, under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit, pronounces a curse

upon him, which came in total blind¬
ness. It is dangerous as well as sin¬
ful to oppose Gbd's Holy Spirit in
His work of saving souls. Many peo¬
ple do thi3. Christians are often
guilty of it by living such lives that
the unconverted are driven away from
God, instead of being drawn to Him.
Sergius Paulus accepted the Christian
religion, but we hear nothing more of
Elymas.
From Cyprus Paul and his party

returned to the continent. John
Mark, a nephew of Barnabas and the
writer of the second gospel, was in
the party. When they were about to
3tart out on their missionary jour¬
ney through what we now call Asia
Minor, Mark left them and went back
to Jerusalem. The reason for his do¬
ing so is not given, but it was not
one that was satisfactory to Paul (sej
chapter 15:38).

Paul and Barnabas went north to
Antioch in Pisidia. This city should
not be confounded with Antioch in
Syria, from which these missionaries
started out. Here they went to the
synagogue of the Jews and Paul was

given the opportunity to preach. He
preached a great sermon, showing the
Jews that Jesu3 was their promised
Messiah, and that there Is salvation
only in Him.

There was a division among the

Jews. Some believed and some did
not. Many Gentiles became interest¬
ed and wanted to hear more of this
new religion. The next Sabbath a
?sreat multitude of people came to
hear Paul. The congregation wa3 so
much larger than the Jews were ac¬
customed to having that, instead of
rejoicing that people were becoming
interested ,in religion, they became
jealous of Paul's influence and power,
and raised opposition to him.

Paul and Barnabas boldly continued
their preaching to the Gentiles, but
the Jews raised such persecution, even
enlisting some of the higher class
women, that they had to leave the
city. It was a serious thing for any
set of people to try to stop the work
of God's servants.

In modern times people have been
known to raise such opposition to
some preacher or other Christian
worker, without having any God-
given reason for doing so, that he
has had to leave his field of work,
where otherwise he could have accom¬

plished much. Every one 3hould re¬
member that God says: "Touch not
mine anointed, and do my prophets
no harm" (Ps. 105:15).

YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIETIES
MY PLEASURES.

M.. Ant 1. Godless pleasure. Tsa. 47:4-10
T., Ail*. 2. Pleasures of sin. Hob. 11:24-26.
W., Auk. 2. A joy-maker. 1 Kings 8:C5. 66.T., Auk. 4. A great holiday. «olin 6:1-13.F.. Auk. 5. Invite the Master. John 12:1-8.
S., Auk. 0. New pleasure for old. 1 Pet. 4:1-7.S.. Auk. 7. Tonic.Thy Will Be Done. II. With

My Pleasures. Matt. 6:7-15. Con-
«oration meeting)

H'Aj/ should tie test our pleasures by u hat Christ would
dot

What pleasures ran ire nsk Christ to bless?
Where do tre seek our jtleasures7
The writer of this article once or¬

ganized the boys of hi3 Sunday school
into a baseball club, and helped them
to lay off a diamond for their games.
A woman who claimed to be an ear¬
nest Christian called him severely tc
account for encouraging the boys to
play, saying that he had better be
trying to lead them to Jesus, and that,
if they had the love of Jesus in their
hearts, they would not care about any
other form of pleasure. But he did
not agree with her, nor has he ever
had any reason to feel that boys and
girls should not engage in any game
which was not wrong in itself or
which would lead to wrong.
God wants His people to be happy,

and He has given us capacities for
enjoying many pleasures. There i3
no reason to think that pleasures and
religion cannot be enjoyed at the Same
time.
The writer has recently been con¬

nected with another Sunday school.
A short time ago three of the girls
told him that they wanted to join the
church. A few days after that' the
boys and girls of the school had a
field day, when all of the afternoon
waa spent in athletic sports. This
was followed by a good supper on the
grounds, furnished by the mothers.
After supper, when everybody was

talking about what a good time they
had had, five of the boys, who had
been moat interested in the sports,
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