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Slander, Amos 7:10-17: Amos de¬
livered the message that God gave
him. It was a prophecy against Is¬
rael because of their sins. Amaziah.
the priest, did nbt like his prophecy,
and thought to get rid of him by
sending a false message to Jeroboam,
the king. He distorted the prophecy
to make it appear that it was deliv¬
ered against the king personally.
There is scarcely any sin that is worse

than slander. It is making statements
about people that are not true, and
usually without their knowing any¬
thing about what has been said or

being able to defend themselves.
There are a great many people who
are guilty of this sin that would re¬

sent being called slanderers. Each
one of us should watch ourselves to
Ree that we do not fall into this sin
of slandering others.

Strife, 1 Tim. 6:1-8: Most of the
troubles of this lite come from "the
strifes of words." Some one says
something unkind and another an¬

swers in like humor, and the trouble
has begun. Then there follow the
sins and the conditions described in
verses 4 and 5. Much strife will be
avoided if we will take the trouble
to see what the words we hear spoken
mean, and to find out what meaning
was put upon them by the one who
used them. Let us not forget that "a
soft answer turneth away wrath."

Gossip, Prov. 11:13, 17:9: Three
young ladies had spent the whole of a

rainy day together. The next (lay a
friend asked them ho^ they had spent
the day. One of them replied: "Last
night I asked these other girls if they
realized how we had spent the day.
They said that we had just spent it
talking together. I told them that
we had spent the whole day talking
about our friends and acquaintances
I proposed that we count up and see
how many people we had talked
about. We found that we had talked
about at least one hundred and fifty,
and as we thought about it we agreed
that there was not one of them whom
we would like to have heard all that
we said about her. The fact was, we
had laid each of these people upon
the dissecting table to see how much
of evil we could find in their lives and
characters. And of each one we had
said something unkind. Some things
we said were probably true; some
were probably not true. No good was
done by making either kind of re¬
marks about them, and the fact was
that we had lowered our opinion of
them. We were thoroughly ashamed
of ourselves, but we hope we have
learned a lesson." It would be well
for each one of us to stop at the close
of the day and see how many people
we have spoken of, whom we would
not want to hear what we said about
them

Lying, Gen. 27:1-29: Jacob, led by
his mother, determined to steal his
brother's blessing and his birthright
To do this he determined to act a lie.
When it seemed that his old fathev
had found him out he lied aKain. And
when his father spoke of his getting
the venison bo quickly, he lied again.
Almost any sin will lead one to lie
when he la caught in It, and one He
almost always begets another. There

are some people who think that there
are occasions when a lie Is justifia¬
ble, but God has never justified one.

Some people excuse their lies by call¬
ing them "white lies." saying that
they are only little lies, and so can

do no harm. God has made no dis-
linctton between lies, and He nowhere
calls any of them "white."

Anger, 1 Sam. 18:1-8: Anger
usually expresses itself in words, and
generally in very foolish words. An¬
ger is a sign of weakness, and it has
the effect of making us weaker still.
Anger shows that we have not proper
control of ourselves. When we give
way to a lit of anger we will find that
we are physically weaker when the
anger has passed. Anger weakens us

morally. When angry we are very
apt to do things that we ought not
to do. and that we would not do in
sober moments. Let us guard against
anger. It is degrading to ourselves,
injurious to others and dishonoring
to God.

Profanity, Rom. 3:10-18: Profanity
is one of the outstanding sins of this
age. Of all sins it is the most in¬
excusable. He who is guilty of it de¬
rives absolutely no benefit from it.
Some men say they do not mean any¬
thing by it. If this is true, why should
they utter the oaths that fall so

fluently from their lips? They are

degrading to him who uses them, they
are disgusting to all the better class
of people, and do not in the least
strengthen him in any statement that
he may make. Above all, it is dis¬
honoring to God and destroys man's
reverence for Him. Our Saviour gave
a very broad interpretation to this
commandment (Matt. 5:34-37), and
it would be well for us to examine a

good many of the familiar sayings,
which are very commonly used, in the
light of this teaching.

Sins of the Tongue, Jas. 3:1-12:
The bit is a little thing, yet it con¬
trols the horse. The helm is a little
thing, yet it controls the ship. The
tongue is a little thing, yet it is of
more influence and has more power
than any other part of the body. A
rich man once invited some of his
friends to dine with him, and direct¬
ed his servant to prepare a dinner for
them. He told him that he was not
to consider the cost, but that he was
to provide only that which was the
very best he could get. When the
man and his guests went to the table
they found nothing on it but tongue
of various kinds and prepared in va¬
rious ways. He called his servant to
account for serving such a dinner as
that. He replied, "You told me to
provide only the very best. I have
done this, for tongue is the very best
thing in the world." "How is that?"
he was asked. "Why," he replied,
"nothing is better than the tongue.
With the tongue men impart knowl¬
edge. With the tongue kind words
are said. With the tongue mothers
sing lullabies to their babes. Witli
the tongue comfort is given to the
sorrowing, and joy to the sad. With
the tongue words of love and adora¬
tion are spoken. With the tongue wo
'bless God, even the Father,' we sing
praises to His holy name and offer
up our prayers to Him. With the
tongue we tell to others the glad news
of salvation through faith in Jesus
Christ, and it thus becomes the means
of saving lost souls. With it peace is
brought about between man and man
and between man and God."

All had to admit that the servant
was right, that the tongue Is "the
best thing in the world."

Pleased with the wisdom of his ser¬
vant, the master invited his friends
to take dinner with him again the
next day, and told his servant that

he was to provide "only the worst
thing in the world."
When they came again to the table

they found upon it again only tongue.
The master asked the servant what
he meant by serving tongue again.
He replied: "Tongue is the worst
thing in the world. With the tongue
mean and » unkind words are spoken
which bring trouble between man and
man. With the tongue heartaches are
caused and lives are filled with sor¬
row. The tongue repeats gossip, ut¬
ters slanders, tells lies. The tongue
blasphemes God and calls down His
curses upon the head of film who
speaks and upon many others, 'and
therewith curse we men.' " They
agreed that lie was right.
We should see that we are able to

control our tongues, and that they do
not lead us or any one else into trou¬
ble and sin.

THE TIME FX)I{ ENJOYMENT.
"Well, young woman, how did the

party go?" Uncle Ezra asked at break¬
fast. Nancy's serious face did not
lighten; her pretty eyes were gravely
reproving. "You know, Uncle Ezra.
I have no heart for parties," she re¬

plied. "With the problems about my
club girls on my mind, how can I
have good times?"

"So, that's it." Uncle Ezra's voice
sounded relieved. "Why, Nancy,
child, there are problems wherever
folks are. If you wait for them all
to get settled before you begin to en¬

joy life, you'll wait till you're dead.
Besides, it's a pretty good-sized prob¬
lem just to get as many genuine good
times out of life as you can. The
folks that have the right sort of good
times are generally the folks that
make life happy for others."

Just then a small woman with an

anxious, wrinkled face pushed open
the gate. Uncle Ezra's eyes twinkled.
"Here comes Mary Ann Potter," he
said. "You ought to be glad to see

her, Nancy. You're sort of cut off
the same piece, I guess."
Mary Ann Potter came in. She was

invited to "sit and eat," but she de¬
clined sadly*, she had had her break¬
fast. She came to borrow Mrs. Mur¬
ray's sleeve pattern. Sarah .lane Clyde
was coming to fix her brown silk.
"That's real nice," said Mrs. Murray.
"I always think when a dress gets to
the fixed-over stage you can take real
comfort in it."

"I used to think so once," Mary
Ann replied, "but I don't get a chance
to enjoy clothes, old or new. There's
that supper for the sewing circle, and
there's the library needs repairs, and
we'll all have to turn to and work
for that. If it ain't one thing it's
another, and it has been all my life.
There's the preserving coming on.
too, and I haven't got the strength."

As Mary Ann's voice, trailing her
cloud of grievances, ebbed away down
the path, Nancy's eyes, full of indig¬
nation, demanded an explanation of
Uncle Ezra. "I'm not like that!" she
eried. "Only .in your philosophy,"
Uncle Ezra replied, cheerfully. "All
her life Mary Ann has been putting
off having a good time till one thing
or another came to pass, and as soon
as that came there was another some¬
thing waiting right behind it, till now
she'd be like an eel out of water with
a real comfortable good time. Her*
habits are all set the other way.
Queer about some folks, ain't It?"
Nancy was silent. There did not seem
to be anything to say..Youth'g Com-
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(A Temperance Lesson.)
Golden Text : Whether therefore ye

eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do. do
all to the glory of God.. 1 Cor. 10:
31.

Devotional itcading: Ps. 6~>: 1-4, 9-
13.

Iteferenco Material: Ilom. 12:1;
14:13-21; 15:1, 2; 1 Cor. 0:9-20; 9:
19-27.

Primary Topic: A Clean. Strong
Body.

Lesson Material: Luke 1:8-16.
Memory Verse: Abhor that which is

evil; cleave to that which is good...

Rom. 12:9.
Junior Topic: How to Win the

Race.
lesson Material: 1 Cor. 9:24-27;

Heb. 12:1.
Memory Verse: 1 Cor. 9:25.
Intermediate and Senior Topic:

Presenting One's Body a Living Sac¬
rifice.

Topic for Young People and Adults:
The True Meaning of Temperance.

In this chapter Paul is warning the
Corinthians against idolatry. The
heathen mingled their idolatrous
rights so with their every day life
that one living among them had to
be constantly on his guard to keep
from indulging in some of their idol¬
atrous practices. It is a pity that
Christian people do not let their reli¬
gion' be seen more in their daily life.
One point in which the Christians

would be in special danger was in
connection with their meat. It was
customary to take some of the ani¬
mals to be slain to the temples and
to pour out their blood as a libation
to the gods. The meat that was thus
presented was then taken to the mar¬
ket and sold. It was much sought
after by the worshippers of the idols,
as it was supposed to bring blessings
from the gods to those who ate it.
The eating of this meat was consid¬
ered an act of worship.

Paul tells the Christians that the
idol is nothing, and therefore that the
offering of the meat to them did not
effect those who ate it. But he calls
upon them to be very careful in what
they did, so as not to let the heathen
think they were joining them in their
worship of the idols. If the Christian
recognized the idol as nothing, he
might eat of this meat and receive no
injury from it. But the effect would
be very different upon the heathen.
If they saw a Christian eating this
meat they would naturally suppos9
that he was doing it in the same
spirit which would guide them in do¬
ing so.

Paul lays down then the broad
principle that we must consider what
efTect what we do will have on an¬
other, and be guided by that condi¬
tion. The same rule should apply to

^us in all of our acts.
Some people say that it does not

hurt them to drink moderately of al¬
coholic liquor. The fact is that every
one who uses it as a beverage is in¬
jured more or less. The Christian
must consider how his drinking af¬
fects others. People of the world,
and especially young people, wateh
Christian people very closely and
guide their lives largely by what they
see Christians do. The Christian maybe able to restrain himself from ex¬
cess, his imitator may and probablywill not t>e ftble to do so.
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