
Committee to consider enlarging the work of
the Deacon, co-ordinating it with the work
of the Ministers and Elders in the higher
courts of the Church, to the end that the
Deacon may discharge his full duties in the
management of the material affair* of the
Church ; and onr courts, freed from these
cares, have the opportunity to become edu¬
cational and inspirational.
Answer. The request is granted, and the

Moderator is authorized to appoint an Ad-In-
terin Committee, for this purpose, of three
members."
At least two questions demand careful con¬

sideration: 1. Would the proposed substi¬
tute, if enacted, accomplish the purpose of
the Presbytery in sending up the overture and
of the General Assumbly in appointing the
committee? 2. Is it sufficiently satisfactory,
':i its present form, to be made a part of our

organic law?
Pendleton, S. C.

BIBLE BURNING IN BRAZIL.

By Prank F. Baker.
In December last, a consecrated colporteur

.raveling from place to place in North Bra¬
zil, his only intent to preach "Christ and Him
crucified" through the distribution of the
Written Word, his remuneration oftentimes
only scowls of suspicion and mistrust, not to
mention the multitudinous privations and
bodily dangers, was violently set upon by a

worthy (?) representative of the Romish
Clergy in Brazil, who beat him severely and
heaped loads of vile abuse upon his head.
But he did not stop here, since the prime
reason for his burning wrath had not yet
been reached. The Holy Bibles and religions
tracts were all confiscated and publicly
burned. The words used by the divine Mas¬
ter on the occasion, are still fresh and full
of meaning on the Mission Field, "Blessed
are they that have been persecuted for right¬
eousness' sake; for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. "

This may be the beginning of the literal
interpretation of, and carrying out of the or¬
ders of his holiness, Cardinal Arcoverde of
Rio de Janeiro. For he recently issued a
command to all the faithful within his juris¬
diction, that war should be waged, without
quarter, upon all Prostestants (and Spiritual¬
ists), and Protestant institutions. Evidently
his holiness is alarmed at the power ami pro¬
gress of the Truth in Brazil. For this pro¬
found saying of the poet is being verified
before our ej'es,

"Truth crushed to earth shall rise again,The eternal years of Gt)d are hers;
While error, wounded, writhes in pain,
And dies among her worshippers."

Thus Rome may order all Bibles to be
burned, but she can never efface the living
words of Jesus from the hearts of His peo¬
ple, for they are traced there in characters of
gold. Sho may maltreat and abuse, or even

kill, as happened in this very State less than
two decades ago, the faithful followers of the
Christ, but she can never stop the mouths of
those who would proclainf the "unsearchable
riches of Christ" to poor, dying men. Christ,in His Word, has claimed a final victory.
"Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My
words shall not pass away," affirmed the
Master, challenging all the powers of earth
and hell.
To those who have never lived in lands

dominated completely, by Rome for many

centuries, a Bible burning might be a novel
sight. However, a veteran Missionary of the
Presbyterian Church in Brazil, remarked that
she had actually witnessed four such specta¬
cles. So it will be noticed that they are not
so rare out here. However, it is very inter¬
esting to raise the question, Why such zeal in
the destruction of the Bible? Does it not
reveal the Way of Life to dead men? Is it
not able to make one wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus? Why
suppress by fire, the distribution of the Bible?
Some might answer, "Because it is the
Protestant Bible." Let it be remembered
that the text of the Scriptures used in all
evangelical churches in Brazil, was translated
l»y a Roman Catholic Priest, in good and
regular standing. The true answer would
seem to be. that th°re are some teachings in
the Word of God that go directly in the face
of many of Rome's practices. Such we find
to b«> the case. And these are so patent and
clear that even the simplest may detect them.
Therefore, it is absolutely necessary that none
shall freely study the Sacred Writings, lest
allegiance to Rome begin to waver.

For example, the teachings of Scripture are
clear and to the point, absolutely forbidding
idolatry, i. e., the worship of idols, or images,
or anything not God, if we should desire to
define the term employed. "Thou shalt not
make unto thee any graven imag?, nor any
likeness of anything that is heaven above, or
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the
water under the earth; thou shalt not bow
down thyself unto them, nor serve them; for

I Jehovah thy God am a jealous God, visiting
the iniquity of the fathers upon the children,
upon the third and upon the fourth genera¬
tion of them that hate me, and showing lov¬
ing kindness unto a thousand generations of
them that love me and keep my command¬
ments." (Ex. 20:4-H.) Could any teaching
be more concise? Resides, the tenor of it
runs from cover to cover of the Divine Revela¬
tion. Something must be done, Rome de¬
cides. Therefore, it is denied to the faithful
to "Search the Scriptures," according to di¬
vine direction. Moreover, in her Cathechisms,
t h 3 Second Commandment is eliminated al¬
together from the list, and the Tenth is di¬
vided into two, in order that her devotees
may still study the Ten Commandments. In
order to sustain her highly organized systemof idolatry (ramember our definition), the
Bible must be mutilated. Then with the wayclear, her churches are filled with holy imagesand pictures, before which the faithful
literally bow- down and worship. Romish
theologians may distribute this illicit form
of worship into "latria, dulia. and hyper-dulia" or into a thousand other categories,but the masses of the people, misguided and
blinded by their leaders, continue in grossidolatry.

Recently an image of Our Lady of Carmo
was carried through the streets of Recife
upon the shoulders of her worshippers, and
followed by hundreds of priests and tens of
thousands of the faithful. The above men¬
tioned is the patron saint of this city, beinginstalled in her high office on this occasion.
The saint that was patron and protector upuntil this time, apparently was not (consulted
as to the change, this prerogative devolving
solely upon the clergy. A crown of gold,
set with precious stones, altogether costing
about ten thousand dollars, was made for the
head of the image, along with one of less
value for the head of the smaller image of
the Babe held in the Mother's arms. Per-

Imps as much as twenty-five thousand dollars
were spent, in this religious festa, all center¬
ing around the image, and in the name of
Christianity !

Logically, then, Bibles must be burned, else
these and many other practices will come into
disrepute. But it is too much to believe that
this vast, rich, beautiful land, now the scene
of frequent bonfires of Bibles, shall one day
become a veritable tower of the Truth as it
is in Christ Jesus?

Olinda, Pernambueo, Brazil.

TANTRUM EXEGESIS.

By An Ex-Postmillennialist.
Some time ago there appeared in The Pres¬byterian of the South two articles, "Resurrec¬tion.Judgment," in which certain respectswere paid to Ihe book, "The Coming of theLord," by Professor James H. Snowden, of aPresbyterian Theological Seminary in Pitts¬burgh, and in one of which articles the writersaid: "As we got through Dr. Snowden 'sbook we exclaimed (privately): 'Bravo!Bravo! A masterpiece.of ragtime exegesisand jazz exposition.' A neighboring phono¬graph was ringing in our ears."
Someone, with acute musical appreciation,has described or defined jazz as "music gone

on a tantrum." It is suggested that there be
given a "demonstration" of tantrum exegesisagainst premillennialism by Dr. Snowden and
others. Their syncopations and gamut slides
seem to introduce a distressing cacophony of
discord into the sweet-flowing melodies and
sacred harmonies of the Divine Word, rack¬
ing and wrecking the rhythm of euphonic in-
terpretation.

St. Paul begins 2 Timothy 3 with the words :
"This know also that in the last days perilous
times shall coine," and he names some twentyevils that shall be characteristic of the last
days. Dr. Snowden says : "The whole passage
clearly shows that Paul in speaking of 'the last

> days' was not thinking of future times, but of
the days then present. He . . . was not say¬
ing or implying anything about the future."
(P. 246.)

Really, if Paul wanted to say or imply any¬
thing about the future and if he did not do so
in this passage, what form of words would or
could he use that would to that end be more
plain or pertinent to the common mind? Some
ears hear sharp and some flat. How far the
good Professor is off pitch from the great
chorus of concert-key exegetes may be seen in
the following:

Alford : "The period referred to here is,
from all New Testament analogy (cf. 2 Pet.
3:3; Jude 18), that immediately preceding
the coming of the Lord. These last days are
set before Timotheus as being on their way,
and indeed their premonitory symptoms al¬
ready appearing'' ^Or. Test. 3:390).

Vincent: "The times immediately preced¬
ing Christ's second appearing are meant"
(Word Studies 3:310).
Dummelow begins his exposition of 2 Tim¬

othy 3 thus: "In the days immediately pre¬
ceding the Second Coming the Lord had taught
that iniquity would abound. . . . The depravi¬
ty would be terrible, and already in its degree
existed, and must be resisted" (p. 1003).
Jameson, Fausset and Brown: "Last days

. . . preceding Christ's Second Coming (2
Pet. 3:3; Jude 18)."

These scholars did not have a point to make
against premillennialism, and Dr. Snowden
did: hence the discord between him and them.

In Acts 15:14-16, St. Peter sets forth the


