
Seventh Anniversary of the Second
Presbyterian Church, Petersburg, Va.
By Rev. James Alexander McClure. D. D.

The Second Presbyterian church of
Petersburg, Va., was organized on
November 14, 1861, with twenty-two
charter members, a colony from the
Tabb Street church. Messrs. Robert
F. Lester, James Lynch and Ander¬
son C. Morton were elected ruling
elders. They were ordained and in¬
stalled the day following. A lot was
purchased and a house of worship
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was erected on High Street, south
side, not far from the intersection of
High and Market Streets.
Rev. William Venable Wilson, D. D.,

the First Pastor.
1851.1854.

This infant congregation called as
their pastor Rev. William V. Wilson,
then pastor of the church at Clarkes-
ville, Va. Mr. Wilson was a young
man, having been ordained to the
ministry in 1845, and so brought to
the service of this young church the
enthusiasm and strength of youth. It
needed it, for, located within three
blocks of the mother church, large,
wealthy and influential, the work
was hard and the growth slow. Af¬
ter a faithful and fruitful ministry,
in which thirty new members were
added to the church, Mr. Wilson re¬

signed to accept a call to the church
at Moorefleld, W. Va.
Rev. Theoderick Bland Pryor, I). I).,

the Second Pastor.
1854.1863.

Undaunted and full of faith, this
little congregation called as their
second pastor Rev. Theoderick Pryor,
pastor of the Third Presbyterian
church of Baltimore, Md. They must
have been divinely guided, for they
secured as pastor one of the lead¬
ing preachers and presbyters of the
Synod. Dr. Pryor was then forty
nine years of age, in the full prime
of his splendid powers. Educated at
Hampden-Sidney College, Princeton
and Union Theological Seminaries, a

born leader of men, he was just the
person to pilot this struggling church
through the troubled waters of youth
and poverty. He was installed No
vember 10, 1854. Shortly afterwards,
July 15, 1855, Messrs. Carter R.
Bishop, Sr., and William H. Tappey
were added to the session, and the
following deacons were ordained and
installed: John M. Prichard, Robert
Dunn, L. C. Tappey and Benjamin
Harrison. The diaconate was later
increased by the addition of David
Callender and Robert D. Mcllwaine.
The outstanding event of Dr.

Pryor's ministry was the erection of
the present church edifice. With a

clear vision as to the future, he real-

ized early in his ministry that the
growth of the church depended on a
location farther removed from the
mother church, and in some growing
section of the city. At first a site was
.selected on South Sycamore Street,
but for various reasons this was
abandoned for the splendid site at
the corner of Washington and Lafay¬
ette Streets, where at a cost of $30,-
000 the present church building was
erected. Dr. Pryor was his own ar¬

chitect, and the building, one of the
purest pieces of gothic architecture
in the State, is a credit to his skill.
The work was begun in 1861 and
completed the following year. To
build a $30,000 church in the open¬
ing days of the Civil War with a

membership not passing 150 is no
small tribute to a pastor's leadership.
It should be said that in addition to
the support and thorough co-opera¬
tion of the entire membership, Dr.
Pryor was especially indebted to Mr.
Robert Mcllwaine and to Mr. William
H. Tappey for the successful carry¬
ing through of the work.
We must not infer for a moment

iliat this church-building ministry
was not eventful also in spiritual at¬
tainments. There were one hundred
and fifteen new members added to
the church, and one young man from
the membership offered himself for
the gospel ministry. James Mont¬
gomery Lynch, son of one of the
charter members and first ruling
elders, was received into the church
by Dr. Pryor on August 1, 1855.
Shortly afterwards he entered Hamp-
den-Sidney College and in 1861 en¬
tered Union Seminary. His stay at
the Seminary was short, for, like
every other student there, he heard
the call to arms. His service was
brief. Succumbing to camp fever, he
was brought hoipe, where he died
June 29, 1862.
The closing years of Dr. Pryor's

ministry carried him into the war pe¬
riod. The times were trying. In ad¬
dition to the responsibility of carry¬
ing on the work of the new build¬
ing, there were many extra duties
incident to the times in which he was
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living. Petersburg was in the war
zone, and the soldiers in the city
made large demands upon his time
and sympathy. He must have been
often at the bedside of the sick and

wounded and dying. It was a fruit¬
ful ministry, for the records of the
session show that again and again
soldiers were received into the mem¬
bership of the church.

As the war went on Dr. Pryor felt
more and more that it was his duty
to enter the service of his country.
His experience among the soldiers of
his city led him to realize the need
and opportunity. On June 30, 1863,
he resigned his charge as pastor and
entered actively upon the duties of
chaplain in the Confederate Army.
On the close of the war he returned
to Nottoway, where he had spent the
first twenty-one years of his minis¬
try, and where he spent the remain¬
der of his life in a work that abides
unto this day. He was twice Moder¬
ator of the Synod of Virginia, and
in 1883 Moderator of the General
Assembly, a worthy tribute to his ex¬
alted character and service to his
Church.
Rev. John Miller, I). I)., the Third
Pastor.

1863.1871.
It is interesting

that while Dr. Pryor
resigned the church
to enter the service
of the army, the
church called to its
pulpit a captain of
artillery. Rev. John
Miller was born at
Princeton, N. J., and
graduated from
Princeton University
and Princeton Semi¬
nary. His sympathies,
however, were with
the South, and when
the war began he
volunteered and later
we find him a captain
in the Rockbridge
Auxiliary. He accept¬
ed a call to the Sec¬
ond church and en¬
tered upon his work
in October, 1863.

Mr. ^Miller was for¬
ty-four years old
when he began his
ministry in this
church. It was just
in the midst of the
war, with all the sor-

row and loss from which Peters
burg so severely suffered, and

from his experience in the army, he
knew the needs of the hour. He was
an unusual character. It is needless
to say that his pastorate of eight
years, while marked by many of his
personal idiosyncracies, was one of
unusual brilliancy. In his enthusi¬
asm and self-forgetfulness he is
known to have stepped off the high
pulpit elevation, while in moments
of unusual earnestness he would leave
the pulpit entirely and preach from
the aisles of the church. An old
resident remarked, "He preached all
the way from the pulpit to the door."

There were 101 additions to the
church during his pastorate, five of
whom are living to-day, having been
members for more than fifty years.
They constitute a special roll of
honor, and their names are Mrs. Jane
B. Harrison, Mr. Archie Q. Smith,
Mr. I. P. Hoag, Mrs. Elizabeth A.
Crowder and Mrs. William E. Beas-
ley. The two men are ruling elders
and the three women wives and moth¬
ers of officers.

As stated, Dr. Miller was pastor
during the closing years of the Civil
War. There must have been many
trying days during those times. One
is especially remembered by the old¬
er members. It was on Sunday morn¬
ing in the spring of 1865. The con¬
gregation was assembled for worship
when a battery from the heights be-

yond Blandford began to send over
shells into the city. Presently one
of these thirty pounders found its
way obstructed by the southeast cor¬
ner of the church. The church trem¬
bled under the shock. The experi¬
ence was interesting to a captain of
artillery, but not so much so to the
women and children present. With¬
out the least excitement, Dr. Miller
said to the congregation: "It is evi¬
dent that our church is in the line
of the shelling. I think it better that
we suspend the service." Repairing
to the outside of the church, they
discovered the shell embedded in the
wall of the building. Dr. Miller's
experience as a soldier led him to
know that the shell was dead, but
a mighty cry and protest went up
from the women when they saw him
walk straight up to the embedded
shell and proceed to pull it from the
wall. They fully expected to see him
go up in smoke, and possibly what
concerned them more, they were
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afraid some, if not all, of them might
go with him. He later opened the
shell to get the powder for the boys
of the congregation, who used it that
fall in hunting.

It should be remembered that dur¬
ing the closing days of the war the
church yard was turned into a ceme¬
tery, and practically every square
yard was devoted to a grave. These
bodies have all since been moved,
either to Blandford or to some other
resting place.

There was no change in the ses¬
sion during Dr. Miller's pastorate.
The diaconate was increased by the
addition of Messrs. J. Wesley Friend,
Frank Q. Potts and C. C. Pugh, or¬
dained and installed on June 4, 1867.

Dr. Miller resigned his pastorate
on June 1, 1871, and retired to his
home in Princeton, N. J., where as
author of several books and pastor
of one of the Princeton churches, he
rounded out a useful and honored
life.
Rev. George L. Petrle, D. !>., the

Fourth Pastor.
1872.1878.

Following the resignation of Dr.
Miller, the church was vacant for
several months, the pulpit being sup¬
plied for a large part of the time
by Rev. Donald Ross, from Canada.
The following circumstance is of In¬
terest in connection with the call of
Dr. Petrle: Mr. W. H. Tappey, a
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