
thews family. Here is Sammy Lane's ''Look¬
out," and then there is that series of hidden
recesses in the rocks which is rightly called
"Marvel Cave." At the second station on the
Missouri Pacific, north of Hollister, the sta¬
tion-agent hears the name of Ross, but he is
the original "Old Matt." While Uncle Ike,
the only authentic character in the story ex¬

cept "Preachin' Bill," still hands out letters
in the little postoffice. Religion and romance
interlock their arms in mutual support and
beautiful thoughts and sublime ideals are

taught alike by the school and the landscape.

A CIRCULATING LIBRARY FOR OUR
. MINISTERS.

By Rev. Richard D. Dodge.
Every true man covets the distinction of

being a "workman that needeth not to be
ashamed" of the character of his work. This
should be especially true of ministers who are

handling eternal and spiritual treasures. Per¬
sonally, I believe it is true of practically all
of our ministers. In order to turn out the
best possible product there is needed the best
tools, not only on the part of the carpenter,
the mechanic, the dentist and the surgeon, but
also on the part of the minister. His tools
are largely books, papers and magazines. No
professional man today can hope to occupy a

place of esteem and respect who does not keep
abreast of the times in his particular profes¬
sion. The ministry is no exception. On the
other hand unusual demands are made upon
our ministers today. Not only are they com¬

pelled to keep abreast of the religious and
theological thought of the day, but they are
also expected to stand side by side with men
and women in every other walk of life. In
order to be able to measure up to these de¬
mands and expectations they have to read and
think constantly. If thought is to be con¬

tinually productive it must be stimulated by
reading. Without a steady source of replen¬
ishment the mental reservoirs of the most of
us would very soon run dry.

The Need of Such a Library.
The question arises, Where is this study

source of replenishment? And the answer is.
It is not, it does not exist; that is, so far as

the majority of bur ministers are concerned,
and that for two reasons. First, by far the
larger percentage of our ministers live either
in rural districts or in small towns where there
are either no libraries of any sort or else very
poorly equipped ones. Even in our cities 1
can testify from experience, as can those who
are now serving city pastorates, that the aver¬

age public library is very inadequately sup¬
plied with the books which the minister wants
and which he really needs. It happens, there¬
fore, that the books which the minister should
have can be secured by him only by purchase.
They cannot be borrowed or rented from any
library. Second, the price of the books which
he needs is practically prohibitive to the larger
percentage of our ministers. The result is
that, since the books cannot be borrowed and
he cannot afford to buy them, he must inevi¬
tably begin to slip behind the well informed
members of his congregation who are able to

buy what books they want. He suffers and
the Church suffers. Hei is more than apt to

get into a rut or to "rise to the dignity of
boresomeness" to the thinking members of his
congregation.

The Way Out of the Difficulty.
Can the situation be remedied? I think so.

Why could not a circidating library be estab¬
lished either by our Publication Committee or

by one of our seminaries from which ministers

could secure the latest books as well as stand-
ard volumes? May I suggest a general plan
the details of which could be worked out
later?

Establish, say, in one of our seminaries a

circulating library for' the exclusive use of our
ministers. Rent such books as may be called
for for a fee of either 10 per cent, of 20 per
cent, of the value of the book. Many; could
afford to and would be glad to pay 25 cents
or 50 cents for a book who could not pay $2.50
for it. The books could be kept for a given
period with privilege of renewal as , in
other libraries. Ten or five rentals, depending
upon the per cent of rental charged, would pay
the purchase price of the book. The chief diffi¬
culty in the plan would no doubt be that of fi¬
nancing it. As to the cost, that would, during
the initial stages, be problematical ; but I should
say that from $5,000 to $7,500 would cover it,
divided somewhat as follows:

For purchase of books $3,000
For librarian 1,800
For postage and miscellaneous

expenses 1,200
making a total of $6,000. The variation from
$5,000 to $7,500 would, of course, occur in the
number of books purchased and rented, and
in the salary of a librarian.
To meet this expense, figuring on a rental

of 10,000 books per year averaging in cost
$2.00 (which is very conservative) at 10 per
cent, there would be an income of $2,000, at
20 per cent an income of $4,000. For the bal¬
ance. woidd it not be possible to find a suffi¬
cient number of laymen in our Church who
would see the great benefit which would ac¬

crue to the churches to either contribute $2,000
or $4,000 per year, or an endowment sufficient
to yield that much? I am confident that they
could be found readily.

Presbyterianism has always stood for an in¬
telligent ministry and an efficient leadership
together with consecration. We are facing
the peril of putting men at the head of our
churches who are denied the opportunity,
through no fault of their own, of keeping
their minds fresh and keeping abreast of the
thinking of the day. It is disheartening and
dispiriting to read reviews of books which one
knows he should read in justice to himself and
his people and not be able to get them. Ilow
can we live up to our splendid traditions and
give the world the best there is in us unless
some means is provided by which we can draw
upon the best thought of the present as well
as the past i

Logan, W. Va.

BE STRONG.

By Margaret H. Barnett.
The duties of lifa are many, and its bur¬

dens are oft^n heavy. To perform life's du¬
ties and to bear its burdens strength is needed.
And so, the exhortation, "Be strong," is re¬

peated frequently in the Bible. God's charge
to Joshua, thriee repeated, -was, "Be strong
and of a good courage." (Joshua 1 -.6, 7, 0.)
God's message to Asa, king of Judah, through

his prophet, was, "Be ye strong therefore, and
let not your hands be weak, for your work
shall be rewarded." In Isaiah 35: 3, 4, is found
this- message, "Strengthen ye the weak hands
and confirm the feeble knees. Say to them
that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not."
The angel who appeared to the prophet

Daniel, with a special revelation, said to him,
"O man greatly beloved, fear not: peace be*
unto thee. Be strong, yea, be strong." (Daniel
10:19.)
David's parting charge to Solomon, his sc

was, "I go the way of all the earth: be thou
strong therefore, and show thyself a man." (I
Kings 2:2.)

Paul's exhortation to the Corinthian Chris¬
tians was, "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith,
quit you like men, be strong." (I. Cor. 16:13.)

These are some of the Bible exhortations to
strength and courage. Fear makes for weak¬
ness rather than for strength, and so the "fear
liots" of the Bible are many. Some of them
are found in conn?ction with "Be strong."
Some of the other "fear nots" are Isaiah 41 :10,
"Fear thou not, for I am with thee; be not
dismayed, for I am the God : I will strengthen
thee, yea, 1 will help thee, yea, I will uphold
thee with the right hand of my righteousness."
And Isaiah 43:5, "Fear not, for I am with
thee."

David, in the 23rd Psalm, says, "Yea, though
I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil." In Psalm 46, he
says, "God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble. Therefore will not
we fear though the earth be removed, and
though the mountains be carried into the midst
of the sea." And in Psalm 27, he triumphant¬
ly exclaims, "The Lord is my light and my
salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is
the strength of my life ; of whom shall I be
afraid?"

Christ said to His diciples, "Fear not, little
flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to
give you the kingdom." (Luke 12 :32.) And
again, "In the world ye shall have tribulation;
hut be of good cheer, T have overcome the
world." (John 16:33.)
An antidote for fear is found in Isaiah 12 :2,"Behold God is my salvation, I will trust, and

not be afraid : For the Lord Jehovah is my
strength and my song, He also is become mysalvation."
We are not merely told to be strong. When

the command is given, the source of strengthis pointed out, and needed strength is guaran¬
teed. God's promise in Deuteronomy 33:25 is,"As thy days, so shall thy strength be." In
Isaiah 40:31 it is said, "But they that wait
upon the Lord shall renew their strength; theyshall mount up with wings as eagles; theyshall run and not be weary, and they shall
walk and not faint."

In II Corinthians 12:9, God says, "My
strength is made perfect in weakness. And
the source of all strength is made known in
Ephesians 6:10, "Finally, my brethren, be
strong in the Lord, and in the power of His
might."
New Bloomfield, Pa.

THE CHINA FOR CHRIST CAMPAIGN
IN KASHING.

By Rev. Lowry Davis.
If the last decade has brought unexpected

progress to China, the last year has witnessed
not merely unexpected, but unparalleled up¬ward movements. Dr. John Dewey's visit has
transformed secular education in China from
a state of dead form to living projects; Dr.
Paul Monroe and the Educational Commission
from Columbia University at present are sup¬plementing Dr. Dewey's work by making spe¬cial investigations of Christian colleges look¬
ing toward marked improvements in stan¬
dards; the Rockefeller group, through their
visit to Peking and consequent opening of the
great medical school there has given the Chi¬
nese a view of American altruism and unself¬
ish service unprecedented in the history of'in-
ternational relationships.
But when we consider the China for Christ

Movement, with its fearless challenge to all


