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"The Shorter Bible," which had far
better be called "The Mutilated
Bible."
A Course in History, ltom. 15:4-

14: The Bible is the most authentic
source of much of the history of the
world. It is the only source of much
of its history. In reading and study¬
ing the Bible we should always bear
in mind that God inspired its writers
just as much for the writing of his¬
torical facts as He did for the writ¬
ing of prophecy.

Reading for Ijight, 2 Pet. 1:16-21:
The Bible is the light that Clod has
given to lighten the darkness of this
world. Countries where the Bible is
unknown are called the dark coun¬
tries. as we speak of the dark con¬
tinent of Africa. So the times when
the Bible was little known are called
the Dark Ages. To each one of us
God's Word will be "a lamp to our
feet and a light to our path" ( Ps.
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119:105), if we will study it and
follow its teaching.

Hotter Bible Reading. Deut. 6:1-9:
The Bible should be studied so that
we can know God's will, and so be
prepared to do it. We should mak«j
it the guide of our lives. It should
be a common subject of meditation
and of conversation. We ought so
to perfect our knowledge of it that
we may be ready to teach those who
have a right to look to us for instruc¬
tion. Parents should teach their chil¬
dren. teachers their pupils, and friend
should talk to friend about the Bible
and its teaching. And we should
keep this in mind as we read and
study the Bible. We should get out
of our study all that we can for our¬
selves, but besides that we should
study it so as to fill our minds and
hearts with its truths, so that we
can carry its truth to others. Above
all, as we should always remember,
let us keep distinctly in mind the
fact that the Bible is the Word of
God; and we should make it the man
of our counsel and the guide of our
lives.

BROWNWOOD, TEX.
There are fifteen of our young peo¬

ple who have indicated their purpose
to give themselves in some form to
life service for the Master. These
will be organized into a "Life Re¬
cruit Association" for mutual help¬
fulness and pleasure at an early date.

SUMTER, S. CM DISTRICT CONVEN¬
TION.

Of the twelve Christian Endeavor
Societies of Sumter District, nine of
them were represented at the Sumter
District Convention held Sunday,
March 12th, in the Presbyterian
church at Sardina, S. C. The suc¬
cess of the convention is shown by
the fact that there were one hun¬
dred and seventy-five registrations,
and there were many present who
were not registered. District Presi¬
dent N. L. DuRant, of Alcolu, pre¬
sided over the morning session, and
the treasurer, Mr. Joe Witherspoon,
of Mayesville, presided over the even¬
ing session.

Interesting addresses were made
by State President Wyatt A. Taylor,
of Columbia; Field Secretary S.
Wilkes Dendy, of the All-South Com¬
mittee; Rev. D. S. MacDonald, of the
Christian church, Sumter; Messrs.
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DuRant, Witherspoon and others.
Especially inspiring were the demon¬
strations given by the Sumter Be¬
ginners' Christian Endeavor and the
Sumter Intermediates.

Dinner »w{\s served in the manse,
and a wonderful spirit of fellowship
was manifest among all the many
people present. New oflicers for the
coming year are: President, N. L.
DuRant, Alcolu; Vice-President,
George Warren, Sumter; Secretary,
Miss Edna Mayes, Mayesville; Treas¬
urer. Joe Witherspoon, Mayesville;
Intermediate Superintendent, Miss
Margaret Shaw, Sumter; Junior Su¬
perintendent. Mrs. J. P. Mallard,
Sumter; Superintendent of Missions.
Mrs. Walter McFadden. Sardina; Su¬
perintendent of Efficiency, Miss Daisy
Jennings, Sumter; Press Reporter,
Miss Anna Bradley, Blshopville.

Columbia, 3. C.

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL
. -M

ASA RKLIKR ON GOD.

April 2. 1922. 2 Chron. 14:1-12.

Read nlso 1 Kings 15:9-24.
At Solomon's death his kingdom

was divided. Ten tribes, afterwards
known as the kingdom of Israel, re¬
volted from Rehoboam, Solomon's
son. Two tribes, 'Judah and Benja¬
min, afterwards known as the king¬
dom of Judah, remained loyal to him.
For the past three months we have
been studying the history of Israel.
For the next three months we shall
study the history of Judah.
Rehoboam and his son, Abijah, did

evil in the sight of the Lord, and led
the people into idolatry. Upon the
death of Abijah, after a reign of only
three years, his son, Asa, came to
the throne and reigned forty years.
He was a very different man from his
father and grandfather. He was like
his great-great-grandfather, David.

The first ten years of his reign Clod
gave the country peace. The reason
is given. "Asa did that which was
good in the eyes of the Lord." That
which he did that was good was the
destruction of the heathen worship in
which the people were engaging. He
even removed his grandmother from
being queen, because she did not give
up her idolatry. He destroyed the
objects of the people's worship. It
Is said among other things that he
took away "the high places" out of
all the cities of Judah, In chapter
15:17 we read that the high places
were not taken away. Evidently,
while he took them away from the
cities, there were other places where
the people preserved them. This was
probably not known to Asa, for we
read, "Nevertheless the heart of Asa
was perfect all his days."

Of course this does not mean that
he was entirely free from sin, but
that the aim of his heart was to
serve God, and this he did all of his
life.

Asa believed the doctrine, "In time
of peace prepare for war." And this
was very wise, as his country had
many enemies ready to pounce upon
it, whenever they thought that Judah
was not strong enough to defend her¬
self. He called upon his people to
build these cities because God had
given them rest from their enemies.
He said that this peace which they
were enjoying had come to them "be¬
cause we have sought the Lord our
God."
The people had turned away from
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