
of our old servants of the Church, and save

Ihcm from embarrassment and humiliation.
And if it is true, that the present system sub¬
jects them to needless and unnecessary embar¬
rassment, then the present rules for allotting
the assistance which our Church offers, should
he modified. And I presume that this Mas in
the mind of the last General Assembly, as is
shown by their action on page 57 of the min¬
utes. Certainly, the feelings of our old min¬
isters should be protected in every way that
is possible.

ltut is the action which is sought by an

overture, as is indicated above, a wise policy
for our Church? Should all ministers on the
.Ministerial Roll of Honor" automatically be
entitled to an annuity or allowance, to the full
extent of the resources of the Treasury of
the Committee? Should the Church adopt the

policy of pensioning all her old ministers, re¬

gardless of the fact of their needs? I think
there arc strong reasons why the Church
should adopt no such policy.

In the first place, I am informed by a mem¬
ber of the Committee who is in position to
know, that to do so would require four times
the present resources of the Committee. This
fact alone should give pause to those who
would send up such an overture to the As¬
sembly. The present average aid given to old
or needy ministers is $35)3. To adopt the pro¬
posed policy would mean lhat the Church
would immediately have to set about to in¬
crease her present revenues for this fund four¬
fold, if the present meager support is to he
maintained, or have the present average appro¬
priation to our needy ministers cut down to
a pitifully insignificant amount.

Again, there ean be advaneed no real ar¬

gument, as to why any one not needing this
assistance from the gifts of the people should
receive it. There can be no real reason why
any one should he made the beneficiary of this
fund, if he does not "need*' this assistance.
It will doubtless be said that no one who does
not need it would be willing to take this an¬

nuity. Hut I am not so sure of that. The sug¬
gested overture proposes to place them auto¬

matically upon this list without any question
as to "need," but solely and simply on the
ground of service rendered. Would not any
minister under these circumstances feel that
this annuity was his, and therefore he was

perfectly justifiable in accepting that to which
lie was entitled If

Besides, I think it ought always to be the pol¬
icy of the Church to reserve this fund for those
who "need" it. To adopt the "pension policy"
suggested, to my mind, would destroy much
of the force of appeal. Those who need this
assistance should have it. In faet, we should
largely increase our funds so that we may
luake a more substantial contribution to their
needs, than we are now doing, for the present
assistance is far too meagre. There is no oc¬

casion for making provision for those who do
not stand in need of this assistance.
And if the present policy of assisting those

who stand in need of this aid is to be main¬
tained, then there must be some one whose
business it is to pass upon the question of need.
1 do not know whether there is any more

competent authority to pass upon this question
of need than the Executive Committee which
has charge of Ihe distribution of these funds,
and the Presbytery where the beneficiary re¬
sides.
Farmville, Va.

PEREGRINE PAPERS
By Rev. W. II. T. Squires, D. D.

THE GALILEAN SHORE.
IX.

Damascus and Jerusalem are rival queens,
ancient, influential and historic. Each is seated
upon hpr lofty, Oriental throne. The oasis of
Damascus, 2,300 feet above the sea, is as high
as Asheville, N. C. Were it not that the deserts
of yellow sand are forever exhaling upon her
their feverish breath, her climate would not
be different, from that of our familiar "'Land
of the Sky." Lebanon air is dry, very dry,
and the Syrian sun is hot, very hot. Hut
when the sun sinks behind the dull red Hanks
of Anti-Lebanon and the purple shadows gath¬
er over desert, oasis and plain, there is an

edge to the air, even of mid-summer, that sug¬
gests the cool summits of (lie mountains ami
reminds one that the frosty crown of Ml.
Ilermon is less than twenty miles away.
Jerusalem, on her rocky eraig. is two bun

dred feet higher than Damascus. Though
further south and west her climate is similar.

catch was so great that they could hardly
handle them; 153 large fish were gathered into
the meshes. I wondered as 1 watched the play
of the ghostly light upon the water as black as

sable, ami shining here and there like highly
polished ebony, what that miracle was really
meant to teaeh, and whether any scholar has
solved its meaning.

In the surprisingly miraculous catch John
recognized the Master, ami whispered the se¬

cret. to Peter, who threw his coat ahout him
and fell into the sea. They wear long gowns
of pongee silk of such tine quality that it will
not wear out. Perhaps that was the kind of
raiment Peter used . old silk, soiled and
stained, fit only for such rough work.
They breakfasted with llim on the sandy

beach, eating the fish and bread prepared as

the light of a new day broke over them. None
durst ask llim His identity. All knew Him

Tiberias Nestling Close to the Sea of Cialilee.

The deep gorge of Jordan, called by the Arabs
the "Ghor," intervenes sharply and diagon-
ally.
As the sun was setting beyond the misty

heights of the Ilorns of Ilattin our little ferry
crossed the southern end -of the Sea of Galilee.

-The hotel at Tiberias is excellent, the rooms

comfortable and the travelers were exceeding¬
ly weary, yet we could not rest. T supposed
that 'I was the only suffered from insomnia.
It was depression. We had descended more

than 3,000 feet during the travels of the day,
and were now 700 feet below the ocean.

In the small hours of morning I crept forth
upon the housetop. The moon was old. Tts
gibbous crescent lay over the uplands of Gali¬
lee ami flooded the laudseai>e with a wierd,
eerie light that trembled over mountain, plain
and the dark waters below. I thought of that
dim morning when Jesus walked these beaehes
in the twilight that preeedes the dawn, lie
called to the toiling but disappointed disciples
who fished vainly some 300 feet from the
shore, ordering them (expert fishermen, horn
and reared upon that sea) to change their nets
from the left to the right side of the boat.
IIow did He know which side they rished upon?
How could the dift'erenee of a few feet, perhaps
six feet, affect the eateh? Ami who was He
anyhow?
Perhaps from sheer disgust they raised the

nets and lowered them again and now the

for their Risen Lord.
The time was April. The place within five

miles of the spot on which I stood; perhaps
nearer than I reckoned. The water, the land,
the light was the same. The Saviour seems
near and very tangible when one stands where
His pierced feet have trod. It strengthens
one's fait'.i as it makes the Scriptures vivid in
their reality.
The moon was gone. She sank in haste lest

she be humiliated by the brilliant rising of her
lord. The first glow of a new day glimmered
along the eastern horizon so faintly that I
deemed it the play of fancy. 1 »nt the gray
clouds took an unmistakable touch of pink,
of mother of pearl, a suggestion of saffron, and
the deep purple that (Jod spreads so lavishly
in Lavcntine lands.
As the light grew stronger the black waters

took their deep hue of blue and over the spa
the lofty, rocky palisades of Oaulonitis, and
the eastern highlands gathered shape from
misty .uncertainty. I remembered how boldly
they towered over the sea, how sternly they
frowned upon the blue water, when the sinking
sun was poised the evening before at the gates
of the West.
The eastern highlands reminded me of the

palisades of the Hudson. On the (Jalilee side
the shore comes down gently. It opens here
and there in fertile plains and rounded, ter¬
raced hills embroidered with the gray foliage


