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THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN CONFER¬

ENCE IN CHINA.

By Rev. P. Frank Price, D. 1).
This conference was the largest and most

significant of a series, the first in 1877, when
there were only 13,000 Christians in China;
the second in when there were 32,000;
the third in 1!H)7, and now t lie fifth in 1922,
when there are nearly 400,000 Chinese Chris¬
tians, and with a very different type of Chris¬
tian from what there used to be in t lie early
days.
The Conference was big, there being 1,132

delegates.
The Conference was significant in that

nearly one-half of the delegates were Chinese.
There was a Chinese Chairman and a Chinese
Chairman of the Business Committee, and the
Chinese were given a prominent part in the
proceedings, and the subject of the Conference
was the Chinese Church.
The Conference was in many ways un-

wieklly, representing as it did over one hun¬
dred missionary societies, many denominations
and many different points of view. Also all
proceedings had to be conducted in both Chi¬
nese and English.
There were two very real dangers looming

up l>eforo the Conference when it met. One
of these was the danger of a split between
the Chinese and foreigners on the question of
Chinese rights within the church, and the
other the risk of a split between missionaries
on doetrinal questions. The first danger was
averted by making the Chinese realize that
they are now expected to take a full and in¬
creasing responsibility in the affairs of the
church. IIow the second danger was avoided
is a long story. The first assuring note to the
conservatives, and I speak from that point of
view, was the fine report on the "Message of
the Church" presented by a purely Chinese
commission, who <licl really splendid work.
The othr^r things that saved the situation were

prayer, many private conferences and t ho final
adoption with a rising vote and the singing of
the long meter doxology, of a statement that
began, "We, the members of the Conference
joyfully confess our faith in and renew our

allegiance to Cod, the Father Almighty, Jesus
Christ, onr Lord and Saviour, who loved us
and gave Himself for our sins, and the Holy
Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, and acknowl¬
edge our loyalty to the lloly Scriptures as the
supreme rule of faith find conduct, and to the
fundamental Christian lx-liefs held by the
churches to which we severally l>oloiig."
What results were accomplished? Well, the

object of the Conference was: "To bring to¬
gether representatives of all the Protestant
forces in China; to wait upon God for power,
wisdom, grace and guidance; to review the
whole field of operations; to define the work
of the immediate future; to make a reckoning
of all available resources for the accomplish¬
ment of a vast and humanly impossible task ;
to plan for the development of new resources
in men and money, especially among the Chi¬
nese ; to endeavor to assemble all available
resources in one united attack against the
forces of sin, ignorance and superstition; to
formulate a ringing battle-cry; to make such
definitions of mutual relationships, as will
eliminate friction and give plav to the devel¬
opment 'of the l>eut in each individual unit;
to outline what it is hoped definitely to ac¬

complish in the near future, and to make ef¬
fective for the whole Christian constituency

tlic accumulated facts and collective wisdom of
the Conference."
? If the Conference did not accomplish all of
these things it at least aimed high. And there
are undoubtedly real and lasting results.
The two practical fruits of the Conference

arc, first, the exhaustive survey in English
and Chinese of what the church has accom¬

plished in China, and second, the establish¬
ment of a permanent National Christian Con¬
ference representative as far as possible of all
the different denominations and Christian
movements working for the planting of the
Christian Church on Chinese soil.
The Conference marks the closing . f an era,

the era of predominantly missionary leader¬
ship, and it marks the beginning of an era in
which the missionary must increasingly give
to the Chinese the first place and themselves
take the place of self-abnegating friends and
advisers. The Chinese both in political and
in ecclesiastical matters are becoming very
sensitive regarding their own rights, and in¬
creasingly desirous that the Christian Church
shall not, as heretofore, be known as a foreign
but as a Chinese institution. It is a trying
period, too. for this spirit, while fundamen¬
tally right, is sometimes apt to claim or as¬
sume too much. On the other hand it is a
no less trying time for the missionary. It is
not easy for one who has been accustomed to
leadership to take the second place, but this
is just the situation that we are facing, and the
more so in centers where the church has made
the largest advance.

This too is a time of times for the spread
of the Gospel and for the slanting and
strengthening of Christian institutions. So
whether we look at the church within or at
the opportunities without, wo need more than
ever to draw upon the resources of divine
power on the one hand and on the other to
hold forth the Word of life to the weary wait¬
ing millions around us.

Nanking, China.

A WOMAN'S VIEW.

By Mrs. M. O. Adams.
Occasionally the religious pre:s will contain

sonic mild reference to the un-American prac¬
tices and teachings of Catholicism, but listen
to this which was published in the New York
World of July 31st: "Pope Pius today re¬
ceived in audience James M. Cox, former Gov¬
ernor of Ohio and Democratic candiate for
President of the United States in the last
campaign. . . . The Americans all wore

evening dress and white tie3, acording to
Vatican etiquette The Pontiff,
dressed in white, the only color shown being
his gold chain holding the pectoral cross, ad¬
vanced, stretched out his arms and bade his
kneeling visitors to rise. . . . The inter¬
view ended by the Popo imparting his Apos¬
tolic lx'nediction.'
What an insult and humiliation to the Prot¬

estant element which supported him in that
last campaign! The Saviour had not where
to lay his head and was meek and lowly, then
why all this formality and ceremony before his
so-ealled Vicar-General? Imagine any free-
l>orn American kneeling before a mere man,
even though he be a foreign potentate.
With respect to that pectoral cross. Is' that

not in line with the statues of St. Joseph and
other dead saints which arc supposed to be
so eflicaeious? Why should an apostolic bene-
dietion be any more worthy of mention than
any of those likely to have been bestowed
upon James M. Cox by some Protestant clergy¬
man? And if it was. why need he or any other

man who ever mingled in public affairs go off
at a tangent over a visit to the Pope? It is
hardly worth while to rant over dancing styles,
etc., as long as people try to blow hot and
cold with the same mouth. Let the men who
occupy prominent places be those who are
sound in faith and practice, thus showing our

young people that positions of trust are re¬
served only for those who are worthy in that
they hold fast to the faith once for all deliv¬
ered to the saints.
Myrtlewood, Ala.

A PAMPHLET ON THE COMING OF
CHRIST.

By Rev. D. T. Wilkinson.
The pamphlet by licv. C. O'N. Martiiulale

on "The Coming of the Lord, Our Hope," has
fallen into my hands. Being once a co-pres¬
byter with him. and having a high fegard for
his piety and learning, I have more carefullyread the pamphlet than I would, but for these
facts.
Our brother has not added anything new nor

fresh nor convincing to the large amount of
Pre-millennial literature that we meet with
everywhere today. He has followed closely in
the i racks of such men as Dr. Brooks, Dr.
Blacks!one and others of that school, using the
same arguments, quoting the same texts, and
often using the same unscriptural expresssions,
such as "The Rapture," "The tribulation pe¬
riod," "The Revelation," "The Golden Age/'"The Millennium," "The . Thousand-Years
Kingdom Age." Why do they prefer these to
simple scriptural expressions?

lie claims that the Bible is an all sufficient
and final authority for him on th£ subject of
the Millennium, but he quotes rather exten¬
sively from Pre-millennial writers just to show
us what good company he is in.
He mildly takes his brethren of the minis¬

try to task about not preaching oftener on the
second coming of Christ. Just how he has
found out they are remiss in that duty we can¬
not say. No doubt most of us do preach on
that subject as often as we think best. Some
of us, however, have learned that the people
get tired of it, if a preacher makes a hobby of
it.
The pamphlet is divided into three main

heads, as follows: 1. The Lord's Coming. 2.
The Millennial Kingdom. 3. The Hope.Under the first heading, at the beginning of
the discussion, this statement appears: "There
are two kinds of passages as to the return of
Christ that differ as to time, purpose and
events. One group indicates Christ's appear¬ing in the air and to His redeemed people, at.
which time the bodies of sleeping saints shall
be raised from their graves, and together withsaints living on the earth and transformed, be
caught up as His Brido to meet Him* in theair, to be forever with the I/ord. This is sign¬less, timeless and unrelated. The other grouppresents His sudden return to earth (heraldedby definite signs) visibly to all, in power and
greal glory, with the redeemed who share in His
kingly reign."
Here he follows the well beaten track" ofPremillennial writers, quoting passage after

passage of Scripture that are supposed to teachthe following order of events: First, Christ
will appear in the air. This advent will not beknown by any except the saints. Instantly allthe saints, dofcd and living, will be gathered toHim in the air, and they shall remain sus¬
pended with Him in the air for an indefinite
period, some say seven years, some longer.This is called "The Rapture." It is said to be


