
THE FAILURE OF GOD'S ANCIENT
PEOPLE.

The Jewish nation was unusually favored of
God. They were shielded and delivered after a

marvellous fashion from the bondage and,
worse still, the corruption of Egypt. When we
think that it was this subtle, scientific knowl¬
edge and corrupt manners that undermined the
uprightness of Greece and the integrity of
Rome, the marvel is how the Israelites es¬

caped. It was God's doing.
Then to them were given master souls as

leaders. Moses, the greatest law-giver and
statesman the world ever saw, Samuel, the
wise prophet, David, the King and general,
Isaiah and Jeremiah and Ezekiel, the greatest
of the prophets, and John, the Forerunner, to
crown them all.
To them was given the Oracles of God. No

books on earth can compare with the Old Tes¬
tament in wisdom, in pathetic power to move
the h.^art. They were in a geographic position
to observe and control the highways of all na¬

tions, yet sheltered from absorption.
Why did Israel apparently fail of saving the

world? Why has her agency been reduced to
almost nothing in the scale of nations and
why does she sit almost a beggar for a land at
the feet of England? She failed of Gods great
purpose for her.
The reader of Exodus, in which the future of

the nation is clearly outlined, cannot fail to see

four things God intended for Ilis chosen peo¬
ple.

(1) To redeem them from their enemies. So
He brought them out with a high hand and a

stretched out arm. Through the blood-marked
doors they marched to the Red Sea, where an¬

other deliverance awaited them.
(2.) To bring them by way of the law, to a

true spiritual worship of the one spiritual God.
So Sinai and the Tables of Stone, so the Tab¬
ernacle and sacrifices were instituted.

(3.) To call them into a fellowship with the
most High, and in a land of His giving to be a

God to them and they to be a people of God's
own treasure.

(4.) To use them as evangels of mercy an<l
life to all the nations of the earth. They were

to be as a city set on an hill. They were to be
a light to lighten the Gentiles.
Now note how they came up to the fulfill¬

ment of these divine purposes. They were re¬

deemed. That was God's work. They had to
obey and for once they did obey with rare

unanimity. The lamb was slain. The doors
were marked. They did go out with universal
hope beating high. They did walk through the
waters separated by God's sovereign hand and
reached the other shore to see their enemies ut¬
terly destroyed.
When it came to worship they began to fail.

They cried after the gods of Egypt. Aaron
must make them a golden calf, before which
they must bow in Egyptian fashion. This trait
of idolatry, with its accompanying orgies,
swept down the centuries with them. They
failed to keep the worship of Jehovah pure and
spiritual.

In the matter of fellowship with God their
gross sins and flagrant disobedience soon pois¬
oned that. They could not long walk in fel¬
lowship with a pure God. But in the last and
most difficult, service for others, they most sig¬
nally failed.
They lived in themselves and for themselves.

They exalted themselves, so that the blood of
Abraham was of more importance than .purity
of heart. To be a Jew excused all sin. To
have the rites of the Church performed was

more than mercy or justice or love. They de¬
spised the uncireumci8ed outsider with the
finest type of hatred the world has ever seen.

To preach salvation to any one, the dogs of

the Gentiles, was an unpardonable sin. So the
crucifixion of Christ, the persecution and death
of the Christians from Stephen down was, from
the human standpoint, just the outcome of this
perverted idea of their own position before
God. They verily thought they did God ser¬
vice. They failed to sec that they were only
instruments in God's hands to reach and save
others.
Hence the Jews are an outcast people. And

they always will be till they come back to
God's purpose for them.
God has no use for a useless, wilfully use¬

less tool. They lived unto themselves and de¬
spised others and they died.
Where are we in the swift current of God's

purpose? Are we living for ourselves alone?
Are we living for our nation alone? The way
of self-concentration is the way of death,
whether it be individual, congregational,
elnireh or nation.

A. A. L.

Contributed
MY IMPRESSION OF THE CHINESE

NATIONAL CHRISTIAN
CONFERENCE.

By Marshall Bromhall, Editorial Secretary of
the Chinese Inland Mission.

One of the first impressions, in order of
time but not of importance, was the difficulty
of launching a bilingual Conference on so large
a scale and composed of such diverse elements.
The confusion and misunderstandings which
arose prior to the appointment of the Chairman
not unnaturally occasioned some misgivings as
to the course events would take during the
succeeding days. The sense of relief which
followed the unanimous call to the Chair of
Dr. Cheng Ching-yi, and the precedence this
gave to the Chinese personnel and the Chinese
language, demonstrated in unmistakable fash¬
ion the legitimate and natural aspirations of
the Chinese delegates for a Conference which
was to give expression to their national spirit.
The packed hall was in itself a moving spec*

tacle, especially when it was remembered that
each Chinese delegate represented approximate¬
ly one thousand of his fellow-countrymen and
that each missionary stood for twenty fellow
workers.. To one who had hut recently returned
from a fairly extensive tour inland, where the
vast and almost overwhelming needs of China
had been daily before his eyes and in his heart,
such a Conference could not fail to be a stir¬
ring demonstration.though not intended as

synch of what God had already wrought. To
gaze upon the audience was vividly to realize
the triumphs of the years gone by and to gain
a new conception of the forces in the field.
What would not Robert Morrison, Hudson Tay¬
lor and hundreds of others have given could
they but have seen this day. Blessed were the
eyes which saw what wo saw; for many pioneers
and toilers in the 'mission field have desired to
see the things we saw and saw them not; and
to hear things we heard and heard them not.

Birt not only were the magnitude of the as¬

sembly and its vast significance impressive ; so

also was the character of the personnel. God's
greatest gift to any land or any cause is men

and no one could have been present on this
occasion without recognizing the fine qualities
of leadership which God has already given to
His Church in China. The quiet dignity of
the Chairman and the "meekness of wisdom"
manifest in his words and conduct of the meet¬
ings, as also the high level of spirituality and
consecrated ability revealed in the more im-

portant reports and speeches were cause for
devout thanksgiving. Among so much that
was excellent it is almost invidious to particu¬
larize; but we should fail to give our impres¬
sions, if no special reference were made to the
Chairman's Address, "The Message oii the
Church," a document which exceeded one's
highest expectations and cannot fail to bring
rejoicing and blessing to thousands in other
lands than China, the heart-searching message
on "The Christian's Personal Life," and the
fearless convictions and lofty standards both of
faith and practice which animated almost every
line of "The Church of Christ in China." To
say that one has been impressed by these
things is to speak with studied restraint and
intended moderation. They do not call for the
praise of men but rather for thanksgiving to
God.
Another lasting impression was the spirit of

devotion both felt and manifest in the special
times reserved for worship and waiting upon
God. As the Conference opened with that
praiseful hymn :

"All hail the power of Jesus' name."

so throughout all the meetings, and especially
during the devotional periods Jesus Christ was

uplifted and crowned with honor. In some

ways the supreme moments of the Conference
were connected with the devotional half hour
on Friday which preceded the discussion on
the proposed National Christian Council. All
knew that we were approaching a subject
fraught with difficulty and concerning which
convictions might, clash ; but the strain and
stress were taken from our souls and God's
still voice of calm was heard as we sang, in
the attitude of prayer, the two verses of Whit-
tier's well-known hymn: \

"Drop Thy still dows of quietness
Till all our strivings cease,"

And :

"Breathe through the heat of our desire
Thy coolness and Thy balm."

This prayer and the words of the speaker
reminding us of God's infinite resources of
love and wisdom, of the necessity for God Him¬
self to do what was needed, if our desires were
to be realized, that despite all our differences,
our unity in Christ was already an actual fact,
were a fitting and invaluable preparation for
the by-no-means easy discussion which was to
follow.

If Friday marked the supreme moments of
solemn expectation and preparation, Monday
morning saw the consummation of our hopes.
Friday had felt the hush of hearts subdued but
Monday's meeting gave vent to the joy and
satisfaction of hopes realized. The difficulties
of finding a way whereby the Conference could
renew its confession of faith in certain funda¬
mentals without encroaching upon the prerog¬
atives of the Church courts at home and so

making the proposed National Christian Coun¬
cil not only an advisory body, but also a Super-
Church Council controlling doctrinal and ec¬
clesiastical polity, had for a time appeared In¬
superable. But the Rod Sea place in our lives
was opened once more and the way of the
Lord found through. It was a great moment
and the climax in the proceedings of the great
assembly when, almost to a man, the Confer¬
ence rose to its feet to carry by a rising vote
its confession of faith in three Persons of the
Godhead and in the authority of the Scrip¬
tures. How otherwise could the sense of relief
find vent but in singing, ere we sat, the Dox-
ology f


