
Parliamentary Law for Auxiliaries
To Suspend the Rules.

By Mrs. Narcissa Tayloe Shawhan.

The object of the motion to sus¬

pend tire rules is to take action at
once upon something not in order
at the time. This refers to the or¬

der of business alone. The consti¬
tution cannot be suspended even by
unanimous consent of the assembly,
nor can the by-laws, unless they in¬
clude a rule providing for their own

suspension. This motion is unde-
batable, must be seconded and re¬
quires a two-thirds vote. It cannot
be reconsidered or renewed for the
same purpose at the same meeting.

To Ratify.
The object of this motion is to

confirm emergency action previously
taken by the president, or the ex¬
ecutive board, or tire organization
when no quorum was present, or
when there was an unrepresentative
meeting; but the assembly cannot
ratify anything already done in vio¬
lation of its own constitution and
by-laws. The assembly may ratify
emergency action taken at a meeting
when no quorum was present (al¬
though the by-laws provide for a quo¬
rum), but even then, if illegal, it
cannot be made legal by ratification.

To Postpone Indefinitely.
The object of this motion is to

reject the main motion. If it is adopt¬
ed. its effect is to suppress the main
motion for that session, just as if
the main motion itself had been voted
down (unless the vote is reconsid¬
ered). an affirmative vote may be re¬

considered, but not a negative vote.
If it is lost it cannot be renewed. It
opens the main question of debate,
must be seconded and requires a ma¬

jority vote.
To Lay On the Table.

Many women love to use the mo¬
tion to lay on the table, and frequent¬
ly incorrectly, for they suppress ths
Question by using this friendly mo¬
tion in an unfriendly manner, or else
they use it to postpone, when they
should rightfully use the motion to
postpone to a certain time.
The object of the motion to lay on

the table is to defer action until a
more suitable time during this or the
next session, when it can be consid¬
ered again by the adoption of its
companion motion to take from the
table. Like the motion to lay on
the table, this is undebatable, cannot
be amended, must be seconded and
requires a majority vote. It removes
the question under discussion and
places it temporarily in the hands of
the secretary.
When it is desired to bring for¬

ward this question for a second con¬
sideration and a second vote, any
member, regardless of how she voted
on the motion to lay on the table,
may make the motion to take from
the table. It is in order, provided
the floor is clear, during this or the
next session, but it must be taken
from the table before tl\e adjourn¬
ment of a convention, or the question
is lost. However, it does not kill or
suppress the question unless the time
limit is allowed to expire. That is,
if it is never taken from the table,
the question is finally suppressed. Tf
adopted, the secretary records the
pending motion and everything ad¬
hering to it and its consideration may
be resumed at the will of the assem¬
bly as easily as if it were a new ques¬
tion introduced.

General Robert says: "When a
Question has been laid on table
it remains there (unless taKen up)
until the end of the session. And in
case of organisations which have reg¬
ular meetings m frequently as quar-

terly, it remains on the table until the
close of the next business session."
The maker of this motion cannot spe¬
cify the time at which it is to be
taken off. If a definite time is set.
it becomes a motion to postpone to
a certain time. If an hour is set, it
becomes an order of the day. It is
much better to use the motion to
postpone to a certain time (usually
to next meeting), for this motion is
not only recorded in the minutes,
but is brought forward under the
head of "Unfinished Business" by the
Chair at the following meeting,
whether the maker of the motion is
present or not, for regardless of how
sire voted on the motion to lay on
the table, any member may move to
take from the table.
The object of this motion is to

close debate, ascertaining if two-thirds
of the assembly are ready to vote on
tho ne"dine question, thereby en¬

abling the Chair to put the original
ouestion immediately to the assembly
without further discussion. It is a

means of preventing interminable de¬
bate.

Its name confuses the minds of
those unfamiliar with* Parliamentary
usage, as it has no reference to the
ouestion itself before the assembly.
It necessitates two votes: One to
close debate and another to bring the
real question to a vote. It is out of
order when another has the floor, and
applies to all debatable motions, must
be seconded and requires a two-
thirds vote for Its adoption and is
generally decided by a rising vote.
Its effect does not extend beyond the
session in which it was adopted. It
is undebatable, cannot be amended,
and no other subsidiary motion ap¬
plies. It falls only on the questions
specified in the motion, so tlrat if
the call is simply for the previous
question, without specifying to what
motion or motions It is intended to
affect, it then anplles only to the im-
mediatelv pending or last question
before the assembly.

Calls of "question, question," are

disorderly and need not be recog¬
nized by the Chair. When the meet¬
ing begins to drag, some member
should rise, address the Chair and
properly movo the previous question.
If this is not done and the Chair
feels that the assembly has thorough¬
ly discussed the question, her only
recourse is to rise and sav. "Are you
ready for the question?" (Note:
Pause for further debate, and if no
one speaks the Chair may put the
pending question to vote. However,
if any one speaks she must permit
the debato to continue.) When de¬
bate has been closed by an affirm¬
ative vote on the previous question,
nothing remains for the Chair but to
nut the motion and all pending Ques¬
tions at once to vote. Hence, when
specified, the vote falls on all the
pending questions. When not speci¬
fied (if carried), the vote falls only
on the last or immediately pending
question.

Aside from all the practical apnlied
use of Parliamentary law. there is no
doubt that a knowledge of this sub¬
ject broadens our view and under¬
standing of the affairs of our Church,
our State and our nation.

It is well to remember that Par¬
liamentary law is to be used and not
abused. In this, as in all good law,
its rightful use comes through tha
irood old attributes of fairness, sin¬
cerity and kindliness, which interpret
the spirit, rather than tha ltttor of
tha lavr.

Laymen and Their Work
COLUMBIA, 8. C.

The men'B and women's Bible
classes of the Shandon Presbyterian
church entertained all of the adult
members and their friends at the
church from 8:30 to 11 Tuesday
evening.

About 125 people sat down to a
delightful banquet at which W. D.
Barnett, president of the men's class,
acted as toastmaster.

Tire- guest of honor for the occa¬
sion was Governor Harvey, who ad¬
dressed the classes on the subject of
"Law Enforcement." Governor Har¬
vey had hurried back from Winthrop
College to be present, and he ear¬
nestly pleaded with the men and
women to assist him and others to
maintain law and order in the State.
He said that he needed the support
of the Christian men and women to
encourage hrim in this much-needed
movement. He was warmly applaud¬
ed at the conclusion of his address,
and a rising vote of thanks was given
him for his presence and interest in
the classes.
The musical numbers were a piano

solo by Mrs. H. E. Gooding, vocal
solo by Miss Baggott, a violin solo
bv Mr. Greene, and a tenor solo by
W. A. Jaquins.

H. W. Scott declared the purpose
of the meeting to be the securing of
new members for the classes, and in¬
vited all present to attend next Sun¬
day morning.
The Rev. R. A. Lapsley, pastor of

the First Presbyterian church, was
present, and made a few remarks on
behalf of the church.

J. B. Spillman, now of Charlotte,
but a good friend of the church, was
also present, and made an earnest
appeal for enlarging the building to
accommodate the growing school..
The State.

IS PROHIBITION A FAILURE?
SOME FACTS.

1. Two years of national prohibi¬
tion has reduced the number of drink¬
ers of alcoholic beverages from 20.-
000.000 to 2,500,000, a decrease of
17,500,000, says Federal Prohibition
Commissioner Haynes.

2. Only 15 per cent, of former
drinkers are drinking now, and these
are dringing but 5 per cent, the quan¬
tity of liquor that was formerly con¬
sumed, says Federal Prohibition
Commissioner Haynes.

3. The same authority states that
the entire drink bill of the nation
has decreased $2,000,000,000 a year.
This money formerly spent for drink
has gone into savings banks or has
been spent in legitimate lines for
necessary commodities.

4. The year 1921, the second of
the prohibition regime, was the
healthiest in the United States, ac¬
cording to figures submitted by thir¬
ty-seven leading insurance companies
transacting about 80 per cent, of the
life insurance business of the coun¬
try.

5. The Federal Comptroller yf the
Currency is authority for the state¬
ment that more than 600 mutual sav¬
ings banks show gains both in num¬
ber of depositors and volume of de¬
posits during the last fiscal year.
Prominent banks in every section of
the country testify that prohibition
has promoted the thrift movement as
shown by increased savings.

6. Judge Kent Greene, president
of the Washington Home Association,
the oldest operating association of its
kind in America, is reported to hare
¦aid that the Chicago hom« li the

only one out of sixty or more in the
country to survive, and that its slim
patronage makes its future doubtful.

7. The report of the Board of
Charities of the District of Columbia
for the fiscal year 1921 shows a con¬
tinued decline in the population of
the workhouse and other correctional
and reform institutions. The chair¬
man of the Committee on Reforma¬
tories and Correctional Institutions
and others says: "The most encour¬
aging fact to be noted in connection
with the workhouse is that during
the past year the daily average of
prisoners was only 208, as compared
with 334 the preceding year. This
is the lowest number recorded since
the establishment of tire new work¬
house at Occoquan, eleven years
ago."

KANAMORI'8 NEW CAMPAIGN.
Mr. Paul M. Kanamori has written

a letter of great interest regarding
the special evangelistic campaign m
which he is engaged for this entira
year. He is visiting all the Presby¬
terian churches of Japan proper and
also Formosa, Manchuria and Korea.
During the first three months of the
year he visited 36 places and held
113 meetings, 80 of which were for
Christians and 33 for unbelievers.
The total attendance for the latter
meetings reached 19,250 persons, and
of these 5,881 professed to decide for
Christ. This means one out of every
three persons who attended his ser¬
vices was saved.a remarkable pro¬
portion indeed, twice as high as that
of his three years' work before com¬
ing to America. To auote from his
letter: "A wonderful change has
taken place in the attitude of the
people toward Christianity during my
two years' absence in America. Tho
Spirit of God has been working might¬
ily, and this land is becoming riper
and riper each year for the work of
speedy evangelization." Our brother
also reports having circulated over
100,000 copies of his "three hour ser¬
mon," and he hopes to double that
number before the close of the year.
He cites some remarkable instances
of conviction and conversion in his
meetings, thanks God for the won¬
derful strength given him for his
strenuous task, and pleads for the
supporting prayers of his friends in
this country..Moody Bible Institute
Monthly.

PLAIN DEAIJNO, I4A.
On the evening of September 1 5th

the Ladies' Auxiliary of this church
gave an enjoyable banquet at the
manse, for the purpose of organizing
a men's Bible class in the Sundav
school. The table was beautifully
decorated and every one present en-
Joyed the splendid supper provided
by these good ladies. Durlns: the
meal several fine toasts were ofTered.
After supper all the men gathered
Rt the church, where Rev. J. P. Mo-
Kenzie, of Shreveport, proceeded to
organize the class. There were about
twenty men present and the class wns
named the Brotherhood Class.

THE BUSINESS OF EVERY
I,AYMAN.

Just as truly as the laity of the
Church is dependent upon the minis¬
try for leadership, the minister i<»
equally dependent upon the laity for
the execution of the great tasks of
the Church. Hand in hand they must
work together for the advancement
of the kingdom, fcaah is dependent

(Continued to page 13)


