
matter how the tomb is beautified, Death is
still Death, and to many, the sum of all hor¬
rors.

"What man cannot do for himself, Christ
has done for him. He has conquered death, for
Himself and for His followers. He has robbed
it of its sting, and the grave of its gloom. He
has "brought life and immortality to light."
He has revealed a world of eternal light and
glory, beyond this earthly life, and He has op¬
ened the way to it, for all who will walk
therein.
New Bloomfield, Pa.

CHINA'S CALL TO CHRISTENDOM.

13y Rev. Lacy L. Little, of Kiangyin, China.
While the Student Volunteer Convention was

in session at Kansas City, some years since,
the following cablegram was received1 "China
is choosing her destiny. Why not make it
Christian?" Attached to this message were
the signatures of C. T. Wang and several kin¬
dred spirits.

C. T. Wang, the son of a Chinese pastor,
completed his studies at Yale University aud
became a zealous Christian leader among his
own people. When, under the Republican Gov- *

ernment the first Parliament assembled he was
elected Vice-President of the Senate. Since
this Parliament was dissolved he has occupied
many positions of responsibility, steadily gain¬
ing ground in the esteem of his fellow-country,
men.

"China is choosing her destiny." What a
wonderful destiny that is! Lord Woolsey, of
the English Army, predicted some years since
that the Chinese would eventually rise up as

a great military power and conquer the world.
Dr. Pentecost, the famous evangelist, has v/ell
expressed the possibilities of the future when
he said : " It is no longer a question as to
what we are going to do with the four hun¬
dred millions of China, but as to what they
are going to do with us." Better still is that
hne sentiment of the sainted Maltbie Babcoek :
"Let us not talk so much about the 'yellow
peril' as about the golden opportunity now
presented to the Church of Christ in China."
.The reader will recall the fact that, not
many years since, the partition of China among
the Great Powers of the earth was under very
serious consideration. To the late lamented
Christian statesman, John Hay.then Secre¬
tary of State for the United States.more than
to any other influence is due the credit for the
maintenance of the integrity of China and
the "open door" of commerce with all the
nations of the earth. It was he who sai :
"Whoever understands China and her people,
socially, economically, politically and religious¬
ly, has a key to world-politics for the next live
centuries."

The Call of China's Crisis.
About one-fourth of the entire population of

the globe, crowded together in an area only
a little larger than that of the United Stales,
is now undergoing a wonderful transforma¬
tion. A well-known- writer on Oriental ques¬
tions describes the change as follows: "The
last and strangest fact in Chinese history i3
that a nation that originated in time with
Babylon and Assyria and advanced rapidly
for several hundred years, a nation which
ceased to grow some twenty-five hundred years
ago, a nation which retained for all these cen¬
turies some living sap in its apparently dead
branches, is now suddenly blossoming out and
giving promise of large fruitage." Again he
writes: "If China simply adopts the material
civilization of Western nations without accept¬
ing the spiritual life and moral discipline which

underlie and are the cause of our material
progress, then the new civilization will be rot¬
ten before it is ripe."

China styles herself "The Middle Kingdom."
In years gone by.for many centuries, in fact

she regarded herself as the very centre of
the fairest civilization of the world, and all
the other families of the earth were but the
fringes thereof. She was "The Flowery King¬
dom"; within her bounds were to be found
the choicest flowers of refinement and culture,
and all the other nations were but the weeds
of the field. At the hands of England and
France and Germany and Russia and Japan,
she has had a rude awakening, has been shame¬
fully humiliated, has confessed her weakness
and insufficiency and is crying out for help.

Casting Off the Old.
The leaders of these multitudinous millions

are casting off the old, outgrown civilization.
of which they had good reason to be proud.
and are endeavoring to array themselves in
the bright, new garments of the Western
World. They find themselves sadly behind, in
the onward march of the nations, and are

making a strenuous effort to place their coun¬

try alongside the Great Powers of the earth.
At the beginning of the twentieth century
railways were practically unknown in China.
Now more than 6,000 miles have been com¬

pleted, including several trunk lines, while
many other systems are being projected, to be
constructed when a stable government has
been set up. An elaborate network of tele¬
graph lines is binding the twenty-two provinces
into close communication with each other. A
finely developed postal service is scattering
hundreds of daily newspapers all over the land
and, as a result, the people are becoming mom
and more enlightened in the things of thu
outer world. Mining syndicates are being or¬
ganized and China's immense mineral deposits
are being laid bare. The telephone has been
established in the leading cities, while electric
lights are making their streets to shine with a
new brilliancy. Silk filature and cotton fac¬
tories, flour and cotton-seed oil mills are be¬
coming common in some. of the large centres
of industry. A wireless system has been es¬
tablished by which messages may be sent from
Peking 1,300 miles to Canton, and a govern¬
ment line of aeroplanes is making its contribu¬
tion to the new order of things.

Imported Evils.
But there is another side to the picture :

Along with these instruments of Western civi¬
lization, which makes for China's enlighten¬
ment, there are many other forces at work
that aim at her destruction. While the im¬
portation of opium from other lands and the
production of it within her own bounds has
been prohibited, large quantities are being
brought in by smugglers and the derivatives
of opium are being scattered broadcast in the
form of destructive medicines. Various kinds
of spiritous liquors from foreign countries are
adding their woes to those being wrought out
by the intoxicating drinks of the natives. The
writings of Darwin, John Stuart Mill, Herbert
Spencer and Ilnxley are being widely distri¬
buted among the scholar class, which is all
too well prepared for their reception by the ag¬
nosticism of Confucius. The new "intellectual
movement" is being fostered by a number of
the leading educators in government school
circles, who are weary of the old systems of
religion and are not satisfied with Christian¬
ity. They have determined to discard the
whole lot, with the exception of certain ethicirt
principles which appeal to them. These they
will construct into a new moral code for China.
Such in bare outline is the crisis that con¬

fronts the Church of Christ in a land that is

bristling with wonderful opportunities. Somo
years since, after hearing a report of condi¬
tions existing among the Chinese, President
Wilson gave expression to the following, which
is equally true to-day:

President Wilson's Views.
' ' Why, this is the most amazing and inspir¬

ing vision that could be offered to you, this
vision of that great sleeping nation suddenly
cried awake by the voice of the Christ. Could
there be anything more tremendous than that"
Could there be any greater contribution to the
iuture momentum of the moral forces of the
world than could be made by quickening this
force which is being set afoot in China!"

The Call of the Chinese Church.
Christendom, in answering China's call, must

work through the Chinese Church. The divine
plan for the extension of the kingdom can only
be carried out by the winning of disciples tn
Christ who shall be able to "teach othen?
also." To what extent has the Church of the
West been faithful in discharging this sacred
obligation to the perishing millions of the East ?

In 1807 Robert Morrison, the first Protest¬
ant missionary to China, arrived at Canton.
For seven weary years he patiently toiled, in
the translation of the Bible into Chinese and
in the creation of an English-Chinese dicti »n-

ary, before the first Protestant convert to
Christianity was baptized. Later other mis¬
sionaries from Great Britain and the United
States joined him, but their propagntl >n of
the gospel was done under strict governmi'it
control. In 1842, after thirty-five years of
failhful toil, there were only six Protestant
Christians in all the land. In 1922 the num¬
ber of baptized Protestant convert.:* is reck¬
oned at 375,000. A Chinese Independent
Church has been organized, with members en¬
rolled from self-supporting churches in many
sections of the country. The Chinese Chris¬
tians who have been gathered in by represen¬
tatives of the Presbyterian Church in various
parts of the world have been bound together
in presbyteries and synods and in one general
assembly for all China. The total enrollment
of Chinese Presbyterians is from 75,000 to
.100,000.

General Conference.
In May of 1922 a general conference was

held in Shanghai, consisting of more than 1,-
000 delegates, chosen by the missionary organi¬
zations and the Chinese Church, in which the
representation was about equally divided be
tween missionaries and native Christians. This
marked the first occasion on which the Chinese
had been invited to take part in a generai
conference. The chairman of the conference
was a Chinese of outstanding ability and the
native brethren rendered distinguished service
as members of the various committees. By
general consent, the time has arrived when the
Chinese Church should undertake in large
measure the direction of affairs in the upbuild
ing of the kingdom in China.

Church Membership.
The membership of the Chinese Church has

to a large extent been won from the ranks of
the middle classes, but the number of men of
influence who have professed Christ is rapidlyincreasing. Many men of high standing in
government circles have announced themselves
as favoring Christianity, while a few of this
class have been enrolled as church members.Yuan Shik Kai, the first President of the Chi
nese Republic, said:

"I am a Confucianist, but I confess that our
morals are not equal to the crisis."

Li Yuan Hung, who succeeded Yuan ShihKai as President, and, after being deposed for
.a number of years, has been recently restored,said :


