
MAKING THE HOME ATTRACTIVE.

BY C. L.

Editor Ranche and Range:—

I have been reading your paper
ever since its first issue. I believe
its motive is the advancement and
improvement of the ranche and its
products, Its pages are filled with
splendid ideas of how to grow for
a profit all the various products of
the farm, what stock and poultry
pay best and how to care for them
in order to get the most money
from them.

Pardon me for saying a word or
two in regard to the home where
the wife and daughters must spend
their whole time and the lord and
master (as he terms

himself) spends at
least one-half of
each twenty-four
hours. Let us look
not at one house but
at more than half
of the homes of our
farmers. The front
yard, if not grown
up to weeds, is
plowed up, and in-
stead of being seed-
ed into a nice lawn
is growing the lux-
uriant potato, cab-
bage or bean. If
any shrubs have in
former years been
planted out, with
the idea of beauti-
fying the plat, they
have been allowed
to grow at will un-
tilthey are an un-
sightly mass, bring-
ing forth nothing
but imperfect flow-
ers and hiding the
house behind a wilderness of brush.
Some of them build their homes
back from the public road, where
they are free from the dust and
noise of the highways—which is a
lovely plan; but instead ofhaving a
beautiful drive down to the house,

with shade trees on either side, we
see a great awkward gate, perhaps in
the center of a wheat or alfalfa
field. We open it and find a wagon
track. Following it down perhaps
there will be two or three irrigation
ditches on the way, not one of
which is bridged, and when we get
to the house we view a scraggy, un-
tamed mass of growth, presenting
a forbidding scene.

We hear a great deal of complaint
about the boys not being interested
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in the farm; they leave, go to the
city, learn a profession anything
to get away, and do you wonder at
it, for nine times out of ten y<su
will find the interior of their home
in keeping with the outside. When
a man has no pride how the outside
looks he does not try to make the
inside cheerful and inviting, to try

and keep them at home. When
will some farmers learn the lesson
that gold alone is not the only es-
sential thing for happiness?

North Yaknna, Wuxh.

The matters of hay and grain
raising are to be distinguished.
With grain, the purpose is to have
all the nourishing matter of the

Upturned Roots of Fir. See First Page.

plant stored in seed or grain. This
leaves the straw of small nutrient
value. We aim to secure the re-
verse, however, with good hay, as
we require the stems and leaves to

hold their rich, sugary juices. There-
fore, hay must be cut before going
to seed. Karly cut hay is more pal-
atable and more digestible. Hence,
the best farmers cut when grass is
well in. blossom and before it be-
comes old, tough, and more or less
burdened with seeds, which, in pro-
cess of hay-making and hay-hand-
ling, largely are shaken out; or, if
eaten, pass through the animals un-
digested, entailing just so much
loss of nutriment. Farmers cajinot

look too closely to the curing of
hay- especially alfalfa.
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TO THE FARMER BOY.

RY PROF. ROBERTS.

All are greatly interested in you,
my boy. We cannot see how to
get along without you, and yet no
one cares very much about where
you were born, where you live rr
how low you start, how high you
climb or what you do, so long as
you do right and lead a useful life.
The world cares how you work,
aud it is interested in the progress
of civilization. It asks that every
one of you start from just where
you are, without grumbling and
with courage, and climb faithfully
and honestly and in harmony with
Nature's modes of action, and the

bars which guard
the wealth of soil
and the accumula-
tion of man's toil
will then fly back
at your bidding.
But wealth should
be sought not for
the pleasure of se-
curing and possess.-
ing it, but as a
means to higher
ends. When right-
ly used, it relieves
its possessor from a
too severe struggle
fcr mere existence,
and gives time and
opportunity for ac-
quiring useful and
pleasurable knowl-
edge, which in turn
naturally leads to a
fuller comprehen-
sion of the real and
enduring evidence
which, though un-
seen by the natural
eye, are all that re-

main at the close of life. Financial
reserves and mental training are the
two great stepping stones by which
mankind may reach a higher plane
of existence. On this higher plane
the environment is so broad and
grand, the air so pure and thoughts
so lofty, that all work, however
menial, becomes inspiring, and
study, however hard, is pleasant
and ennobling.

Black walnut is in many respects
a nice tree to have around, but
should be kept well away from the
garden, truck patch and fruit trees.

It requires such large quantities of
food and moisture that other plants
do not do their best beneath its
shade.
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