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The article headed "At Its Old Tricks," reproduced in this

issue, says a good many things that are true. It willbe re-

calleu that last summer this paper uttered a warning against

the farmers selling their dairy cows and turning over their

stock hogs to the butcher because of the boom in wheat. We

aro seeing a repetition of the immense shipments of stock
and poultry products from the East, that marked the pioneer

days, and it is a drain that is as needless as anything could

be. Five carloads of eggs came into this state, in the last

two weeks—in a country that is preeminently adapted to

poultry raising. These are tricks that are turned against us

by the keen-witted fellows back in lowa and Nebraska, who

seem to find that we are furnishing them a

pretty good market for what they raise, even if our own rural-

llU have not yet awakened to the full extent of the possibil-

ities of production of poultry and eggs and butter and por*c

products.

Nothing evidences more clearly the rapid advancement of

the agricultural interests of the state of Washington and the

Pacific Northwest than to see building up in Seattle such

complete centers of supply for farm implements as that of

the firm of Poison-Wilton Hardware Co. This establishment
is this week taking up new and commodious quarters in the

recently completed Coleman block, fronting on West street

snd occupying a full half block between Columbia and

Marion street. The Poison-Wilton Company requires for

their stock a fifty-foot frontage three stories high reaching

the full depth of the building, with a rear connection with
trackage of all transcontinental lines. The enlargement of

business of such houses as this is may well cause mutual con-

gratulation among our citizens, for it is an indication that

there is being centralized here the trade of the great pro-

ducing districts. It is a commerce that is as lasting as all

time, and while our people have their attention pitched upon

more dazzling and alluring issues just at present, the time

will come when they will recognize that after all there is a

more enduring prosperity to be gained by fostering such lines

of commerce as that which the Poison-Wilton Hardware
Company so fittingly represents.

Prof. C. Piper, of the Pullman Agricultural College, will

be one of those to enter into the discussion of injurious in-

sects and their treatment to be given in this journal shortly.

We expect to present good clear illustrations of the San Jose

scale and the Codlin moth, from which our orchardists may

be enabled to learn their appearance and be able to detect

their presence.

RANCH AND RANGE.

I ast week we reproduced an advertisement from the Waits-
burg Times, which held out to dairymen enormous profits by

n&illg a new fangled churn. This week we have something

equally interesting in the description of a "Slick Scheme" for

dairymen. This is an old one, but, like the gold brick racket,

it seems that there are always new fish to bite.

A farmer's profits come largely from what he saves or
from losses prevented. That the losses on farm machinery

amount to millions each year is probable. In the pioneer

times, when the farmer's tools did not cost as much all told
as is now paid for a reaper, the depreciation in value from

exposure to weather was a small matter. Then tools were
of the simplest construction, easily made and as easily re-
paired. The farm implements of today are intricate in con-
struction and more easily get out of repair. A loose bolt,
a shrunken joint, a rusty sickle or shovel or mold-board in-

creases friction and calls for more power as well as increas-

ing the liability of breakage and loss of time. If a small
fraction of time lost or money and labor spent in repairs

were spent in gathering in the tools from the fields and

storing them in good order in a dry shed or toolhouse the

savings made on tools and labor would pay the interest on
all the mortgages on farms.

While it is not wise to look a gift horse in the mouth,
it is always wise to look an old sheep in the mouth. At
about a year old two large teeth appear in the front part of

the lower jaw; this indicates a yearling. The English court
of law has decided that the appearance of theses two teeth

marks the change from a lamb into a sheep. At about two
years old a sheep has four large teeth in the middle part of

the lower jaw; these, however, frequently appear at 20

months old, and occasionally a two-year-old will show a
yearling mouth, and a yearling a two-year-old mouth; this

is natural and reasonable, for nature seems to take account
of development rather than age, and a sheep that has been
pushed at early maturity may reasonably be expected to
show the development in the teeth. At 30 months old there
are six large permanent incisors, and at 40 months eight,

which indicates a full mouth, or a four-year-old sheep. Ex-
treme age is indicated by the teeth looking like shoe pegs,

that is, round and long—and by a broken mouth, that the
sheep has begun losing its teeth. Don't buy that sheep.—
Wallace's Farmer.

There is one decided advantage with hogs, over nearly all

other stock usually kept on the farm, and that is, the quick

return that it is possible to realize if good management is
given. As with all stock, if best results are secured, it is
very essential that a good breed be had. One of the es-
sential conditions with hogs is to secure a quick growth and
an early maturity, and this can only be done by having well
bred animals. A well bred sow can be bred in the fall or
early winter, so as to farrow in good season, the latter part

of winter or early in the spring. With good treatment the
pigs can be made to grow rapidly, and at the end of eight

or nine months, at the most, can be made ready for market,
and by the time they are ready for market another lot of
pigs can be growing. A good sow, given good treatment,
so as to keep in a good thrifty condition, willreadily farrow
two good litters of pigs a year, and with good care these pigs
can be marketed within a year from the time the sow was
bred.

Large shipments of Oregon and Washington apples are
now going East. There is a good call for first class apples for
Eastern trade.


