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THE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.

Annual Address of H. L. Blanchard

Before State Dairymen's
Association.

All Interested in the future growth
and prosperity of our state, and espe-
cially the dairy industry thereof, have
come to look upon this annual gather-
ing in the light of a great instructor.
From it not only is great benefit de-
rived from those whose line of work
receives chief consideration, but a
fresh incentive to greater effort is im-
ported, and a higher and nobler ambi-
tion is awakened.

Tliis is the eighth session of our or-
ganization, the first five of which were
held in the western part of our state —
in the Ptlget Sound region. Then it
was decided to advance toward the in-
terior of the state and plant our ban-
ner. Accordingly, two years ago at
this time a very interesting session
was held at Ellensburg, which town
had already become famous for her
creameries and the high quality of
their product. Yakima was well rep-
resented at the Ellensburg meeting by
many of her leading men interested in
dairying. These men became enthus-
iastic in the work of the association
and asked that the next annual session
be held at Yakima, which was done. It
is clearly in evidence that much good
followed through the central part of
the state, and especially North Yaki-
ma and vicinity, and that her citizens
have become enthusiastic in the up-
building and extending the dairy in-
dustry in their midst; such, in brief,
has been the history of our association,
which, in addition to the great prac-
tical benefits that have resulted from
its work, has left in its wake a wave
of enthusiasm, imparting to the dairy-
men renewed courage, enlisted new re-
cruits in the business, and extended
the area of prosperity in our state. Ex-
tended reference might here be made,
among many other things, of that great
achievement at the Ellensburg meet-
ing that resulted in the enactment of
our present dairy law. Not only have
the dairymen of the state derived great
pecuniary benefit from that work, but
the consumers of dairy products of the
state have been protected and benefit-
ed by having had thereby eliminated
from their diet that monstrous imposi-
tion and fraud known as oleomargar-
ine.

Where, at the time of the passage
of that law, there were upward of
eighty dealers in oleo throughout the
state, today there is not a man nor firm
in the state offering the stuff for sale.
And this association and the dairymen
of the state are in duty bound to ex-
tend their thanks to the Hon. J. P.
Sharp, of Ellensburg, a member of the
association, also a member of the leg-
islature, who was "father" to the bill,
and who so loyally worked for its pas-
sage until finally by his tact and ability
succeeded in securing its passage and
being placed upon the statute books
as the law of the state. Our state dairy
commissioner is also entitled to great
credit for his faithful work in securing
the enforcement of the dairy law that
has worked so much good to the dairy
industry of the state. But we willnot
dwell upon our achievements. They
are more or less familiar to all. We
will proceed to the work before us.

It was decided by a close vote to
hold the present session of the asso-
ciation at Cheney. Friends of Cheney
were desirous that this section of the
state be awakened to the importance
of the dairy industry. In other words,
that the seeds of dairy experience and
daiiy wisdom be planted throughout
Eastern AVashington, in order that our
people may receive the fullest benefit
obtainable from nature's storehouse
of fertility—the soil; that the profit-
able production therefrom may be in-
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sured for all time to the industrious
husbandman; that a desirable popula-
tion be provided for and the same be
largely increased, and altogether a
more general and permanent prosper-
ity secured to the people of our state,
resulting in a thrifty community of
prosperous, happy and contented
homes. Such, in part, is the mission
of our association, and 1 am most hap-
py to be able to state, as a result of
close observation, that, while yet in
our infancy, the objects of our associa-
tion are surely being accomplished.

Of late a season of general prosper-
ity has happily been the lot of our peo-
ple. Such a condition has been excep-
tionally true with those engaged in the
dairy industry. Prices have ruled
higher than for many years before,
and never before has there been a year
when our dairy products possessed
such a uniformly good quality. Such
a thing as an overstocked market has
not happened. The ideal market con-
ditions are to prevail only when the
use or consumption of an article keeps
pace with its production. Such has
been and is today our fortunate con-
dition. In fact, our home production
falls far short of our local consump-
tion of dairy products. This fact is
evidenced by the carloads of lowa and
other Eastern butters that continue to
be imported into our state, and the
fact that the population of our state is
increasing far more rapidly than is
the productive capacity of our dairies
and creameries. Many years are likely
yet to elapse and still find the local
consuming demands for dairy products
far in excess of the local production.
The dairy industry of our land has,
during the past few years, made won-
derful strides toward a more perfect
and complete system in its operations.
This great change has been the result
of the work of the agricultural colleges
of our country, and especially has such
fact been most clearly and unmistak-
ably demonstrated in our state.

The advent of the agricultural col-
lege of the state under President Bry-
an's highly commendable and able ad-
ministration found us universally en-
gaged in what might be termed the tin-
pan style of dairying. It was then
the fashion for the good housewife to
generally care for the milk from a few
cows in the kitchen pantry. That
most any place for which there was
not a better use was thought to be
suitable for storing the product of the
dairy. Very little good was the result.
But 1 will not attempt to enumerate
the many mistaken notions entertain-
ed by the pioneer butter maker, for
they, no doubt, did the best they knew
how to do. 1 prefer to proudly refer
to the great advance that has taken
place along all dairy lines, and it is
with the greatest of pleasure that I
feel permitted to here refer to the most
untiring, earnest and brilliant work of
Prof. Spillman and his co-workers of
the Agricultural College, that has so
largely contributed to the present ad-
vanced development of the dairy indus-
try of the state.

The old methods of dairying are fast
becoming supplanted by the creamery
system throughout our state. Accord-
ing to statistics, I believe it is safe to
conclude that, in proportion to the
quantity of butter made in the state
there is less made by he old methods
than in any other state. The butter
product of the country for the year
1899 is estimated to be 1,210,000,000
pounds, of which only about 400,000,000
pounds was made by the creameries.
Thus over two-thirds of the butter
product of the country is yet being
made outside of the creameries, there-
by furnishing a vast field for the oper-
ations of the renovated butter makers,
who buy up much of this butter at
grease prices, attempt to purify it, and
again place it on the market, too often
as creamery butter.

It is gratifying to note the advance
made in our state, and to know that
all things being considered we stand
in line with the leading dairy states:
with us dairying is fast becoming gen-
erally recognized as a scientific opera-
tion, requiring a certain degree of skill
and intelligence. The small dairies,
as well as the creameries, of the state
are fast becoming equipped with mod-
ern dairy appliances, and the centrifu-
gal machine is being introduced. Un-
der the new methods the dairyman
need not necessarily be a butter
maker; the dairyman's office being to
supply the butter fat, or the whole
milk. Here the skilled butter maker
steps in and takes the responsibility.
Prom such idea sprang the creamery
system, the product from which is of
far better average quality and greater
uniformity.

The dairyman, however, yet has his
responsibilities. His study and work
relates chiefly to the care and manage-
ment of a dairy herd, breeding and
feeding the same, and how best to care
for the milk and butter fat, that the
creamery may receive the same in
prime condition.

The degree of success in dairying is
now largely measured by the degree of
intelligence and skill of the man. Like
in all other lines of work, competition
is keen, and the rule of "the survival
of the fittest" must prevail.

We will now enter upon the more
delicate part of our address, which, by
some, may be thought to be doubtful
legitimate matter for such a paper.
But we dairymen are here, hopeful of
helping our neighbor as well as our-
selves. Success demands that the
foundation of all work be directed
by wise counsel, and the wise man will
always be found to be an attentive lis-
tener to counsel. Patriotism demands
personal interestedness, in not only
prosperity for today, but for all time,
for all legitimate enterprise that is
apt to prove a credit to the state. (In-

wise direction in any industry will, in
the end, inevitably bring dire results.
Now, for a moment, 1 desire the ear of
the wheat farmers of the state. First,
I desire to assure you that the dairy-
men of the state reflect admiringly
upon your wonderful achievements,
especially in Eastern Washington, and
heartily applaud you for the great and
glorious record you have made for
yourselves and the state; but we do
not forget, and we desire to remind
you, that there is a zenith for all
things, and the secret of the greatest
success lies in the power and ability
to hold any industry at the zenith point
for an indefinite period. It is often
\u25a0aid that history repeats itself, and the
well understood history of agriculture
is that the continuous cropping of the
soil with a single plant growth, with-
out suitable fertilizers being added,
will, in the end, result disastrously so
far as the reproduction of that plant
is concerned, on the same soil. Such
a principle applies with us, as well
as elsewhere. The greatest question
in all good farming is: How shall the
fertility of the soil be the best pre-
served? rather than how shall it be
restored —for it requires much time
and money to restore fertility, but is a
comparatively easy matter to retain
or preserve it in soils naturally fertile.
I speak from experience mostly, partly
from observation. We believe in di-
versified farming end that wheat and
dairy farming make an ideal combina-
tion in a wheat country. That while
the dairyman can do without the wheat
as a farm crop, it is extremely hazard-
ous for the wheat farmer to continu-
ously crop his soil without the fertil-
izing agencies that accompany dairy
and stock farming. The scientists tell
us that with every ton of wheat the
soil producing the same has been de-
prived of more than $7 worth of fer-
tility. Thus, if a farmer grows 40
bushels of wheat to the acre, and sells
it for 70 cents per bushel, the transac-
tion actually figures as follows: One
acre —40 bushels at 70 cents, $28, minus

$8.40 worth of the farm, equals $19.60,
the amount actually realized from the
acre of wheat.

According to statistics, in the year
is't,' this state had 956,405 acres of
wheat, yielding a total of 21,710,35(4
bushels, the average yield per acre be-
ing 22.7 bushels. The average price
per bushel was 51 cents, making the
average value of an acre of wheat for
the year 1899 to be $11.58—22.7 bush-
els —the product of one acre, equals
1362 pounds, which, calculating at the
rate of $7 per ton, represents $4.77
of soil fertility, taken from the one
acre 951),405 acres multiplied by $4.77
equals $4,562,051.85, which represents
the total value of soil fertility taken
from the soil of this state by the wheat
crop ulone for one year—1899 —and
this applies principally to one section
of the state —the southeastern part.

Sir William Crooks, in his presi-
dential address before the British As-
sociation in 1898, impressively insisted
that the wheat acrea throughout the
world had ceased to expand and the
only practical supply for future neces-
sities lay in some yet undiscovered
process of increasing the productivity
of the soil.

Now, what has become of this soil
fertility? I think it is safe to say that
live per cent of it has not been return-
ed to the soil from whience it was tak-
en, it is that fact that causes alarm. It
would be difficult to account for all of
it. The dairy farms of-the state have
received a small percentage of it
through the bran and shorts fed to

the cows, and the wheat fed to the
poultry. But by far the largest part,
and I think it safe to assume that ful-
ly eight-tenths of the whole, has been
or will be exported to foreign coun-
tries, at any rate without the coun-
ties in the state producing the same.
Ifsuch is a fair estimate, then the soil
of a few counties of the state has been
deprived of its fertility to the value of
$3,649,641.48 by the wheat crop of 1899.

Much of this land has been growing
wheat for thirty years successively.
An acre of such land that has pro-
duced an average crop of wheat has
parted with nearly $150 worth of soil
fertility, while twenty years would be
represented by $95, and ten years by
$47. These figures startle one. How-
ever, 1 am told that not a few of the
wheat farmers claim that their wheat
lands are inexhaustible as regards fer-
tility. Such a claim is contrary to
reason, as well as the experience of
wheat-growers elsewhere throughout
the world. When we proudly assert
that we have one of the greatest wheat
producing countries under the sun, we
are not far from truth. But no soil
is so excessively rich in natural fer-
tility but that a continuous drain up-
on it will eventually reach its limit of
productive capacity. There are isolat-
ed spots of a few acres that have dem-
onstrated their wonderful capacity for
producing for a long series of years.
But such a condition does not exist
over a very large area, except, per-
haps, in a territory subject to over-
flows.

Any unwise system of farming will
in the end bring discredit upon the
state, which explains "why all good cit-
izens feel interested in this matter.
The dairymen feel that the unpleasant
outlook presented by the foregoing
statements can be averted. The agri-
cultural interests of our state, judic-
iously protected by the adoption of the
true system, will forever furnish the
foundation for our greatest prosperity.
The best interests of our state require
the amalgamation of the wheat and
dairy industries. Now, with your per-
mission, 1 will attempt a solution of
the problem presented. First, I will
take a wheat farm containing 160
acres. As has been shown. $11.58 rep-
resents the average value of one acre
of wheat in this state in the year 1899.
Thus the earning capacity of the 160-
--acre wheat farm for that year was
$1,852.80, and of ihis amount $763.20
represents the loss to the farm in soil


