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Although a number of weeks have

passed since H. F. Page was held up

by the United States Customs officers

at Sumas, B. 0., and compelled to pay

$1000 in their hands before he could

cross the boundary line with a ship-

ment of pure bred Percheron horses —
and notwithstanding the fact that he

had with him all the registration pa-

pers required by law—he has been ut-

terly unable to receive any satisfaction
whatever from the Customs depart-

ment. They have given him no rea-
son for their action in thus extorting

such a sum of money. Moreover they

treated Mr. Page in an insulting man-

ner, and when he mildly asked for an
explanation, said if he did not "shut

up" they would have him arrested.

Mr. Page's check was refused and he

was compelled to journey to Whatcom

for the cash. The Customs office at

Port Townsend in charge of Collector
Heustis, immeuiately forwarded the
money to the treasurer at Washing-

ton, D. C, thus signifying that the

government had confiscated it.

Mr. Page protested vigorously at

that time, and although he repeatedly
asked the customs officers to give some
adequate reason for their action they

have remained silent.

This journal believes that the treat-

ment of Mr. Page by the United States

customs officials both at Sumas, and

Port Townsend, has been not only dis-

courteous and unfair, but altogether

nothing short of outrageous.

The laws relative to the entry of

stock from foreign countries were de-
signed to protect us from the impor-

tation of cattle afflicted with diseases,

or common stock to be used for com-
mercial purposes; also requiring that
all pure bred stock be up to a certain

standard and properly registered in

the recognized associations. The laws

were never intended to keep out pure

bred stock of any kind, and are so
framed that when such stock is en-
tered accompanied by the proper regis-

tration papers they may be permitted

to pass free of duty.

The action of the customs officials

at the boundary, and the collector at

Port Townsend, have caused an almost

complete cessation of importation of
pure bred stock from British Columbia,

and brought about a deplorable con-
dition. This state has annually in-

creased its importations, and until re-
cently bought and brought pure bred

stock across the line with perfect free-

dom; and the best of feeling has been

encouraged between the stockmen of

the two countries. Instead of hamper-

ing the excnange of pure bred stock

it should be fostered in every way pos-

sible, and the United States officials
who are the servants of the people in-

stead of insulting, abusing and fining

enterprising importers, should exercise
every effort in giving them immediate
and free entry into this country.

It should be recognized by the cus-
toms officials at the boundary line that

breeders of British Columbia are rep-

utable and honorable men, and that in-

stead of seeking to evade the law,

their greatest desire is to comply with

same. No breeder of standing could

afiord to present forged or doctored

registration papers. We submit that

they are worthy of being treated as
gentlemen, instead of common crimi-

nals.
Collector Heustis has now been re-

moved from office. It is to be sin-

cerely hoped that the new appointee

will not continue the methods of his

predecessor in matters relative to

stock importation. He can, if he will,

restore the free intercommunication of

stock breeders between the two coun-
tries by a proper construction and ad-

ministration of the law.

The San Francisco Dairy Produce —
the organ of that bunch of barnacles
known as the California State Dairy
Bureau —turned its battery of billings-
gate loose on us in its last issue, be-
cause we ventured to assert that the
statement of the bureau in its recent
annual report showing the butter pro-
duction of that state last year as 29,-
--730,882 lbs., would have been more
nearly correct if cut in two. The or-
gan violently protests against such an
allusion at their accuracy or verac-
ity, as the case might be. They deny
that they are running a guessing

match, and state that the totals given
are as near correct as possible to ob-
tain. We are glad to hear it. If Cali-
fornia really produced that much but-
ter we are pleased to give her credit
for it. It is rather hard for us to
reconcile ourselves, however, to the
fact that the total production of
Washington, and Oregon, and Idaho,
and Montana, and British Columbia,
all combined, just barely reaches 10,-
--000,000 pounds, according to carefully
prepared figures, while California's
dairy bureau is able to find that her
state beats all our Northwest states
three to one. It doesn't look right.
We may be wrong, as says Mr. Foxy
Quiller, in even intimating that Cali-
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fornia's figures are padded. But why

should this august body fly into such

a rage, at the mere suggestion that
they have stuffed the returns? Why

should their organ writhe and spew

at us like an angry boy? We have no

fight to make against that firmly en-
trenched cluster of political hangers-

on. If you are honest with your state*
and its people, don't let any gentle
remarks of ours rile you. We have no
circulation to speak of down in your

country, and it isn't likely anything
we might say would oust you from
your places at the crib. We have heard
that the California bureau is rather

more of an expensive luxury than a
useful body; and that its members
spend some of their time in doing po-

litical wire-pulling for those who gra-

ciously bestowed upon them their po-

sitions. We have heard also that the
bureau, although fully aware of the
deliberate jobbing of prices of dairy

products by that notorious body known

as the San Francisco Produce Ex-

change, never raised its hand or bat-
ted an eye while the dairymen were
being garroted. If we wanted to make
it our business to follow up the Cali-
fornia state bureau we could possibly
make it pretty interesting for them.
But all we ask of the bureau and its
organ at present is to be civil and re-
main decent.

Senator Foster of this state, lets us
know where he stands on the oleo
question. Why is Senator Turner so
silent?

When the Northwest Wool Growers'
Association wakes up from the trance
into which it was put by the hypno-

tizing influence of the oleo men, it will
apologize to Secretary Bailey, and ask
him to reaccept the position of its sec-
retary.

Dairy Commissioner McDonald sug-

gests that the anniversary of the date
the Grout bill becomes law be cele-
brated by dairymen all over the United
States, holding thereon their annual
conventions. Happy idea—if the bill
passes. If not, funeral services, with

Geo.Hoard playing "Finnegan's Wake"
would be more appropriate.

R. Merchant, of Seattle, who claims
to handle the farmers' goods for 5
per cent commission, inserts as refer-
ences in his advertisements and print-
Ed matter, "Dexter Horton & Co.,
bankers; Dunn and Bradstreet agen-

cies." We will give Mr. Merchant any
good 15-cent cigar if he will bring in

a signed statement that they endorse
him and his methods of business and
that they gave him permission to use
their names.

Valuable information is given in
this issue by H. L. Blanchard on the
pea and oat question. Our readers
should understand that we have ar-
ranged with Mr. Blanchard to answer
all queries on dairying, poultry rais-
ing, and other topics upon which he
is informed, through the columns of
this journal.

He is engaged in practical agricul-
ture and has made a signal success
of the branches of farming he has
undertaken, and we consider our-
selves fortunate in being able to make
such an arrangement with him,
whereby he may impart his years of
experience and observation to those
of our readers who may wish to take
advantage o it.

We endeavor to give all letters of
inquiry coming to this office our most
careful attention. We frankly con-
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ASK YOUR GROCER

fess, however, that it makes us feel
much more cheerful where such in-
quiries are accompanied by the price
of subscription. 'The laborer is
worthy of his hire."

Spring Books.

Messrs. McClure, Phillips & Co.
will publish the following books the
coming spring:

"The Madness of Philip, and Other
Stories of Childhood." Illustrated by

F. Y. Cory. Josephine Dodge Daskam.
"The Blazed Trail." Illustrated.

Stewart Edward White.
"Next to the Ground." Martha Mc-

Culloch-Williams.
"Volume of Short Stories." Robert

Barr.
"Musical Guide." Rupert Hughes.
"Forest Neighbors." W. D. Hulbert.
"The Hound of the Baskervilles," (a

Sherlock Holmes story.) A. Conan
Doyle.

"Reminiscences of Sixty Years in
Public Affairs." George S. Boutwell.

"The Making of a Statesman," (a

novelette and other stories of Geor-
gia.) Joel Chandler Harris.

"Political Portraits." William Allen
White.

"The King and Queen of Hearts,"
(facsimile of original, published in
1806.) Charles Lamb.

"An Island Cabin." Arthur Henry.

"Red Saunders." H. W. Phillips.
"Wireless Telegraphy." Guglielmo

Marconi.
"Unpublished Letters of Daniel Web-

ster."

He Got a Job.

New Antioch, O. ( Feb. 13, 1902 —
Please take my adv. out of the classi-
fied wants column, I am tired of ans-
wering letters. I have secured a
job, and had no trouble to get it.

J. G. PORTER.

Stolen From The Herald.
The Herald, of Yakima, protests be-

cause we mavericked Splawn's article
entitled "A Cattleman's Reminiscen-
ces," irom its New Year edition. We
apologize for leaving off the Herald
brand.

A resolution grading the milk sup-
ply disposed of to consumers in Chi-
cago by farmers within 100 miles of
this city has been passed by the Milk
Shippers' union. Heretofore one price
has been charged the dealers by the
shipper for milk, poor or good. Now
milk will be divided into grades, ac-
cording to the amount of cream it con-
tains and a lower price will be paid
for the lower grades of milk. The
resolution was passed unanimously
and will go into effect on May 1.

Temptation hath a music for all
ears.—Willis.

The pleasantest things in the world
are pleasant thoughts, and the great-
est in life is to have as many as pos-
sible. —Bovee.


