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FARM HORSE BREEDING.
We use the expression in the title

of this article for the purpose of mak-
ing a distinction. There is a horse
breeding which is not a practical farm
industry. That is the breeding of the
Thoroughbred and the Standard-bred
horses whose object is the race course.
That line of breeding may be both
legitimate and profitable. We do not
care to discuss the race horse propo-

sition at this time from an ethical or
economic standpoint, and as a prac-

tical problem of farm breeding the ver-
dict of all experience is against breed-
ing race horses as a farm industry.
Hence we dismiss the Thoroughbred
and Standard-bred horse from the sub-
ject of " farm horse breeding."

Practical farm horse breeding is
limited to two lines of effort, viz., the
breeding of work or draft horses, and
me breeding of pleasure or carriage
Jiorses. All other classes of horses
except race horses and a very limited
contingent of fancy saddle horses, are
accidents of breeding efforts directed
toward one or the other of the types
named.

The field or farm horse breeding par
excellence is the work or draft horse.
Here is an animal as indispensable
to the human family as any product
of the farm, and of which the farmers
are themselves the largest consumers
—upon which, in fact, farm industry
comes to depend for success more and
more each year. It is this branch of
the industry we want to discuss, and
at this time we are told that farmers
are the largest buyers of work horses
in the central markets. This shows
that through neglect of the horse
breeding industry in the decade of
1890-1900 the natural producer and
seller of horses is thrown into the
field as a buyer and consumer —a con-
dition of incalculable loss to agricul-
tural industry.

In a discussion of this industry
certain fundamental factors in the
case must be insisted upon: (1)
Weight or "beef" is an essential ele-
ment of value in a work horse. All
kinds of theories are held about the
most useful horse, the "general pur-
pose" horse in size, weight, etc. But
the outstanding fact is that when a
nan goes to sell a horse the animal
of 1,800 to 2,000 pounds weight (con-
formation and soundness being equal)
will bring three times the money
which a 1,200 to 1,400-pound horse will
bring. (2) In breeding for heavy
horses enough and more than enough

underweight horses are always se-
cured to fill the demand for express,
hack and general purpose work horses.
That is inevitable from the varied
types of breeding mares which must
be used to keep up the horse supply
o. the country. It is useless, there-
iore, purposely to breed for the al-
ready too common "chunk," or all pur-
pose horse, since we cannot get rid of
an excess of that class of horses, if
we breed at all. (3) Weight in a
horse must be associated with dura-
bility, form and soundness. Now, less
than ever, is a long-legged, long-
backed, loose-jointed horse tolerated
in the market. The "corn crib" type
of horse is despised of all men. It
costs too much to keep up such type
oi horse, and iiis day of usefulness is
too brief to make him of value. He is
too slow and logy for farm work as
a colt—he is simply a waste product.
This needs to be borne in mind in
breeding. A "big boned" horse and a
big, bony horse are not even related
terms. This thing of all others needs
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