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KING COUNTY FAIR ASSOCIATION.

The King County Fair Association
will hold its fust annual meeting com-
mencing August l'Jth and continuing
to the 27th. The opening of this
track is an important epoch In racing
history on the Pacific coast. Although
tne largest city in the northwest. Se-
attle has never heretofore had a track
and while numerous efforts have been
made in past years to form an organ-
ization and lay out a speedway, the
difficulties in the way of a site and
the enormous expenditure required,
etc., were so great that they would
fail in their Inception.

The track which has just been com-
pleted is located in the southern su-
burbs of the city, and is probably the
best site that could possibly be ob-
tained. It is a thoroughly modern
track and all its equipment is first-
class and up-to-date. Splendid trans-
portation facilities are afforded to and
from the grounds by electric car
service, and the Northern Pacific rail-
road, as well as by steamer up the
Duwamish river.

Seattle has long needed just such
an amusement place, and now that
she has it. it is expected will patron-
ize it must generously. \u25a0 It was an un-
dertaking of no small importance to
organize the business men, raise the
Funds, and carry the improvements
to completion so efficiently, as has
been done by the efficient manager, A.
T. Van de Vanter.

The entries show an unusually
large number of the best horses in the
west. The meeting will be the big-
gest affair ot the kind ever seen north
of San Kiancisco. The prospects are
that Seattle will turn out in a body,
including the bon ton of the city, as
well as the thousands of visitors who
will be present at the carnival. In
fact because of the dates of the meet
and the carnival being the same, it
is anticipated that the majority of the
people- attracted by the carnival will
also take in the races.

To A. T. Van de Vanter belongs tht

credit lor the tact that Seattle now
has one of the finest tracks and fail
grounds anywhere in the country. Al-
though too late t3 do anything along

that line this year, it is probable that
next season a big western Washing-
ton fair will be held, where the
products of our farms, factories, and
mines, etc., will be exhibited. West-
ern Washington has long talked
of such an organization, and several
efforts have been made to get it
launched, at Tacoma and other places,

but it hp.s remained for Mr. Van de
Vanter to come forward and organ-
ize, finance and put it successfully on
its feet

THE PROGRESS IN IRRIGATION.
Washington, D. C.

Editor The Ranch: The progress in
agriculture In the arid states and ter-
ritories during the decade ending with
1N99 is shown in the report just pub-
lished by the ...vision of agriculture

Of the twelfth census. As this pro-
gress is attributable largely to irriga-
tion, the statistics relating thereto are
of general interest.

The number of irrigators in the Un-
ited States in IS!>9, not including irri-
gatori of rice, was i <M,218, an increase
in ten years of 99.9 per cent. The
area irrigated was 7,539,545 acres, an
increase of 107.6 per cent. Of this
area. 5,944,412 acres were in crops,

and 1,695,189 acres in pasture and un-

uiatuivd crops. The cost of irrigation

systems in operation, exclusive of

those on rice plantations, was $67,770,-
--942, while the value of the irrigated

crops was $86,860,491.
The total length of all the main

ditches in the arid and semi-arid states
and territories was 44,149 miles.

The average number of irrigated
acres in farms in arid states and terri-
tories was 71; the average value of ir-
rigated land per acre, $42.53; the av-
erage value of crops produced on ir-
rigated, land, $14.81; the average first
cost of water, $7.80; the average an-
nual cost of maintenance, $0.38. Of
the 5,711,965 acres in crops, hay and
forage occupied 3,665,654, or 64.2 per
cent; cereals, 1,399,709, or 24.5 per
cent; vegetables, 163,432, or 2.9 per
cent; orchard fruits, 251,289, or 4.4
per cent; other crops, 225,881, or 4
per cent. The value of the hay and
forage was $34,834,966; cereals, $14,-
--338,326; vefietables, $9,627,491; orchard
fruits, $8,920,409; other crops, includ-
ing sub-tropical fruits, grapes, flowers,
plants, sugar beets, etc., $16,712,246.

In Washington the number of irri-
gators increased from; 1,046 in 1899 to
3,513 in 1899, or 235.9 per cent, and
the number of acres irrigated from
48,799 to 135,470, or 177.6 per cent.
The average value of farm land per
acre was $10.22 of irrigated land, $48,-
--.85. The ditches in operation in 1899
had a length of 806 miles, cost $1,679,-
--319, and irrigated 133,698 acres. There
were 1,772 acres irrigated from wells.
The irrigated area in crops was 117,-
--798 acres, yielding products valued at
$2,361,838. The area irrigated in pas-
ture was 17,672 acres.

Shortly after sending the irrigation
bill to the president, congress passed

a resolution authorizing the director
of the census to compile statistics re-

lating to irrigation for the crop year
of 1902. With the data now assembled
this work will be comparatively simple,
most of it being done by correspond-
ence. To secure this information in-
qulrleci will soon be sent out to irrigat-
ors throughout the United States. The
co-operation of those interested in ir-
rigation is earnestly solicited, for upon
their prompt response will depend
very largely the value of these statis-
tics. This is in part a supplementary
work, the results of which will be util-
ized in the work soon to be undertaken
by the department of the interior un-
der the provisions of the irrigation

bill.

All we want is your dollar
for The Ranch.

HENRIETTA GOLD MINE.

A mining expert who lately visiteu

the Henrietta Gold Mine in Mt. Baker

district, says: "I want to emphasize
the statement that I believe the Hen-
rietta group of claims to be the
most promising prospect I ever saw,

the most accessible and the easiest
and most economically worked. There
is no dead work to be done. Work can
be done the entire year, as there is
very little snow. The ore is rich in
gold and silver, and a force of men
can work on a ledge over 200 feet wide

View of grandstand during the opening matinee held Saturday, the 10th, at the grounds of the King County Fair
Association.

and 80 feet high. It is one of the fin-
est propositions in this or any of the.
other mining states."

The Henrietta people are awaiting

the result of the operating of the
Fraser & Chalmers and the Parker
Rotary mills on the Great Excelsior
mine, and as soon as it is determined
which mill is best adapted for treat-
ing the ore, they will buy a mill of
that kind. It is safe to predict that
within one year after the mill is run-
ning, dividends can be declared by the
Henrietta Company. The price of stock


