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THE CHAMPAGNE WAR.

Tho champagne war which is now convulsing
whole departments in the north of France had its
origin, like the similar conflict in the Midi four
years ago, in discontent at economic conditions
which have made the wine industry unprofitable

j& to the growers. But there are certain important
differences. The troubles which centered around
Bordeaux in 1907 arose from and
were the means adopted by the peasants and the
owners of the vineyards to force upon the atten-
tion of the government their demand for legisla-
tion to relieve them from the competition of cheap
foreign wines and of domestic adutlerated imita-
tions of their product. Now the primary cause of
the present 'champagne war" is exactly the oppo-

site of this, being the outcome of a succession of
bad harvests.

With ruin confronting them as the result of
failures in 1907, 1908, 1909 and 1910, the "vigner--

0 ons," or peasant proprietors of the vineyards, be
gan an agitation for protection against the un-

scrupulous manufacturers who sought to profit
out of the misfortunes of the champagne growers
by marketing at an enhanced price a spurious
product, a wine which they claim has not tho
virtues of even the poorer grades of the genuine
article. They asked not only that the "sparkling
wines" which have passed muster among the
ignorant and have been labeled "champagne"
should be marked hereafter with labels showing
their true character, but that the storage of
champagne should be forbidden; for, the vigner-on-s

contended, no real protection could be ex- -

pected so long as dealers were free to mingle the
real and the imitation in their vaults.

In its attempt to meet these just demands, the
, government only added new complications to the

situation. The wine which is the subject of dls- -

j pute takes its name from the ancient province of
Champagne, which comprised the present depart-

ments of Marne, Haute-Marn- Seine e,

Aube, Ardenens, Aisne and Yonne, and the
French law has hitherto forbidden branding as
champagne any wines grown outside of these de
partments. But as a matter of fact, the "real

' champagne" is made from grapes grown in only
- a portion of this district, the champagne grapes

t growing in chalk, their roots spreading over the
I shallow surface Instead of penetrating deep into

the soil. In their attempt to do justice to the
vignerons the government experts made an accur-

ate delimitation of the region within which these
technical conditions are to be found, and a de-

cree was made in accordance with the finding,
requiring the branding of all sparkling wines
made outside of these liens as "vins mousseux."

Instantly the men of Aube and of other dis-

tricts without the magic limit were up in arms,
and the riotous demonstrations of the last few
weeks have been the form of protest adopted by

the growers against the exclusion of their pro-

duct from the privilege which they had long en- -

joyed of calling their product by the name of tho
"sovereign elixir." The government yielded to

their protest, and the action of the senate on
Monday restoring Aube to the privileged region
was the signal for a new outbreak In Marne, cul-

minating in the destruction of property at Eper-na-

one of the chief distributing points for real
champagne. At the outset the mobs of villagers

set out to destroy the wines of the dealers who
were known to handle the product of tho Aube
vineyards, but with the usual frenzy of mobs the
lust to destroy got beyond bounas, and the pre-

cious remnants of the old vintages of tho real
champagne went with the wine from Aube. As

& usual in France, the government is blamed for
the tangle and the government must unravel it.
The preliminary steps will have to be taken, from

the present outlook, with tho aid of the military
arm. Philadelphia Ledger.
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Beg to announce that they have opened an office at the above address, under the H
management of Mr. Charles Secor, who will have an efficient force under him. Ho H
will also have the advantage of being able to secure tho services of the specialists H
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Besides doing a general accounting business tho firm has a special Bank Audit H
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