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THE ETHICS' OF HOME-!MAKIN- G

Boston Cooking School Mag.

The duty of home-makin- g has been
discussed a great many times, yet a

careful consideration of much that has
been said and written by persons, who
claim to know a great deal about it,
reveals the fact that a onesided vic'w

of the question is often taken.
One continually hears about the

"woman's duty to make a home for
her husband," while the reverse, side
of the case is almost never touched
upon. Women themselves accept the
situation as they find it, and scarcely

ever voice a thought that must very,
very often intrude itself into .the; mind
of even the most patient modern
Grisclda.

Now, of course, it is perfectly prop-

er to assume that the responsibility of
all the domestic details that make up

good house-keepin- g should fall to the
wife and! mother; that the adornment,
the refinement of the home depend,
almost, if not quite, entirely upon her
energy and her taste? that, this in-

definable something in the atmosphere
which wc may call homincss, eman-

ates- from her personality.

Grant all this and yet she cannot
accomplish these results alone. With-

out a certain and very definite co-o- p

cration, she is powerless to make a

homey home. What woman, for in-

stance, can go on indefinitely taking
pleasure and pride in her well-cooke- d

and daintily served meals, if they arc
eaten by a somewhat surly husband,
without the least appreciation oreven
recognition of her constant efforts?

What woman continues to keep up

a keen interest in making her home
cozy and attractive, if the only com-

ments arc: "I wondlcr why Mrs. Mark-ham- 's

parlor looks so much better
than ours? I've spent enough moncv
on these things to make a good ap-

pearance l" or, "Jim Bradford's wife is

a corking good judge of pictures and
furniture; their house never looks like
a crowded junk shop as this place,"
qrt"Why don't you get Fanny Bangs
.to. show you how. to dnapc those cur

tains; they all swag. At the table the

same line of comment runs like a dis-

cordant accompaniment to the con-

versation: "Don't try to have beans

baked at home again, please; I can

get them down town at a hotel, when I

I want thenu" "What's the matter
with them?" "Why of course I don't
know, only they don't taste like moth- -

cr's beans;" or, "these potatoes arc
cold," pushing the dish back; "if

there's anything I dislike, its cold
vegetables; my sister Agnes has her -

faults, but she never sat the family

down to a half cold dinner; didn't
come when the bell rang?; wait and
let Jane warm them?; I can't wait all
day for the dinner to be cooked over;
I've got to get back to my work."

With some such remark, the lord
of the house departs, never seeing the I

pained look in his wife's eyes. Years
of petty fault-findin- g will destroy i

every atom of house-wifel- y pride and
joy, unless, as sometimes happen, a
child's appreciation keeps it alive. j

Little Dora's perfect faith that
Mamma ltns things just right, no mat-t- or

what Papa says, is a healing balm
for a great innny sharp and deep
wounds that arc bravely hidden from
prying eyes.

With the intcntivc knowledge of
childhood, little Dora knows that
Mamma has not been kindly dealt
with; that, somehow something- is

very wrong with something. Where
an clement like this exists, no one
person can make a home. There may

be excellent cooking, a well ordered
house, nicely served meals, but the
spirit of home, which is mutual ap-

preciation as well as mutual effort, is

lacking.

No woman alone can "make .1

home" for a man who docs not, by

appreciation, sympathy and recogni-

tion of loving services, lovingly ren-

dered, help to build the structure.

It not infrequently happens that it

is the woman who docs not do her

part of the building. The home is al-

ways being built, and if the building

process is abandoned it soon gets out

of repair, and in such a case, the same

result follows.
No man can come to his

home, night after night, and findl an
untidy house, untidy quarreling child-

ren, a badly cooked dinner and a


