
THE PUBLIC FORUM

(Editorials by Our Renders.)

Fire Chief Explains.

Alliance, Neb., Dec. 6 To the Edi-
tor of The Herald: Dear Sir: In the
last issue of The Alliance Times I

; notice a criticism by "A Reader" of
the blowing of the fire whistle recently
during1 the visit to the city of the Ger-in- jr

people for their presentation of
""The Midnijrht Belles of GerinK"
under the auspices of the Alliance Vo-

lunteer Fire Department.
Your correspondent at least es

credit for making his criticism
cpenly through the columns of the
newspaper, rather than standing on a

T : I nmail vninnirFlreet corner ui i -
his opinion of the fire department, as

.lias been done in the past many, many
times. However, I wish to disagree

--with his well intentioned criticism for
the following reasons:

1. Fires m Alliance during recent
years have become so scarce in num-

ber and damage done that the fire
-- whistle is piobably inclined to become
-- ,rustv" through misuse. As a matter

it should be blown at occ-
asional intervals in order to know that
it is in good working order.

2. The fire whistle is not blown for

he information of the general public
of the volun-rte- erinformationbut for the

firemen of Alliance. It is true that
firemen are often ser-

iously hampered in their work at aK the Well meant but harmful

at assistance in fire fighting,

as was the case at the recent fire in
the Christian church. If the non-mem- -1

r ..v. a. j.mirnwnt would keep
Ders oi me mo v"f
;ack and out of the way at a fire there

sufficient trained members to carere
fire. According to the laws of

"vr
any
state and city, the members of the

fire department and their officers .are
in charge at fires and any interfer-.enc- e

With their efforts, evn though it
.be with the best intentions, is unlawful

and bothersome.
3. Sixty-si- x of the citizens of

Alliance for the purpow of
promoting better elin betcities. Inasmuch as they came
iSSSr the auspices of the fire depart
Tnent it was deemed proper to pay

them the small tribute of blowing the
fire whistle and giving them a parade

-- vr the city. The people of Alliance
inly desene credit for turning

their performance as they did,
backing house, with the result that

Sle of Gering will certainly be
.staunch boosters for Alliance for

Honest? weXintentioned criti-is- m

of the Alliance V olunteer Fire
department is always welcome, for the
fire department is composed of the

--young men of your city who offer
Sheir services, risk their lives, and

.ttentimes are injured in protecting
3-o- your families and your property.

i:especttullyByours,cHAFER

Traises Special Articles.

ALLIANCE, Neb., 3. To the Edi---

tu Un.-oM- - it i natural for
rpadeis of a paper to criticise any

fault and seems unatural to commend,
Imt The Herald s special, aruc es uy

national leaders are ot such value, in
my estimation, that 1 write these
words in hope that if any of your read-
ers failed to read the articles by Bol-le- 3

and Davis, they will, through this
article, look them up and read them
thoughtfully. The article by Gompers
of last week was fine and instructive,
--and should be read by every citizen,
but the two articles in the last issue

--are so valuable that, were it in my
power to do so, I wold have them
printed in pamphlet form and sent to
every man and woman in the United
.States.

Mr. Bolles analyzes the hidden dan-
gers of our country very vividly, and

he remedy is pointed out as being
within the reach of every citizen. He
is certainly right when he says that
the failure to exercise the right of
franchise is one of the failings of
many. As long as we put little stock
in the potential power of the ballot
we will suffer these national ailments.
The greatest graft in this country is
the capitalizing of the American peo-
ple's failure to vote by the profession-
al politician.. It may seem strange to
stay it, but the most valuable asset
that the professional politician has is
the failure of the average American to
vote.

The next remedy pointed out in that
excellent article is the development of
a proper attitude toward our public
institutions. If this spirit, which is so
necessary to success in the business
world, wa3 developed in the political
world, I believe the majority of the
ailments with which our government
suffers would be removed. This must
be done through the schools and
churches.

This brings me to say a few words
5tbout the other article of exceptional
value, that of Mr. Davis on the "Evo-
lution of Our School Systems." The
political and educational 6ide of our
country depend upon each other. The
school life will determine the political
life of the future generation of states-
men. Davis points out in a very
constructive manner the faults of our
present system, and his artiole 13 con-

spicuous when compared with the de-

structive criticism of our own govern-no- r,

in that it acknowledges the good

and points out the remedies. McKel-vj- e

points out Eome faults, but fails
to points out any remedy. Pointing
out faults and weaknesses without
pointing out remedies is wicked, and
certainly cruel.

Mr. Davis, after acknowledging the
nf the nresent svstem.

proceeds to point out several needs of
the day. The following words are
very significant and worthy or tne iii

f nil whn lovft real education:
"I would not for anything surrender or
curtail .the training we should give
them in appreciation of finer things
of life. But long ago it struck me

, that for the safety of the country, the
,,tam nt exlurRtinn for the aver--r; .

ge young man or woman in our land
consisted of at least high school train-i- r

orwi tVia nniuisition of some prac
tical trade." Then he points with pride
to the school of Mooseheart where this
thing has passed the experimental
tage into the practical.

Anyone who keeps posted knows
that in the professions are thousandsor men, who, were their professional
service dropped suddenly, would be
helpless as babies so far as making
living is concerned. We have them in
the ministry, men and women who,
were their services not wanted any
longer, would starve to death as faras their own effort to earn a living
was concerned. Our Baptist college
are now insisting that every man
choose a trade beside the ministry.
The same is true of other professions.
We have thousands out of work today,
uecause we nave never educated them
in any trade. I am convinced that if
the generations of two or three decades
ago taught its pupils a trade along
with the three R's we would have less
unemployment today.

Many of our high school students
graduate as helpless as babes as far
as making their own living is con-
cerned. This is not the fault of the
instructors, but of the system we have.
These students, before they can be
come must spend at
least iour years m college.

The modern school is not as much
a failure as our governor points out,
but it would certainly be of more val-
ue to the American people if it turned
oui an army or breadwinners each
year, even though some of these would
go back to schools of higher learning.
the very acquisition of a trade of
some sort would make the college
student more self-relia- a thing that
an educators know is the greatest ad-
vantage to a pupil.

Our schools have their weak points,
ana no doubt always will have some.
But with all of their weaknesses we
have much to be proud of. They com
pare well with any in the world, and
fo far as the French schools are con-
cerned the writer knows they are far
ahead, in every respect save that of
teaching every pupil a practical trade
along with the rest of his studies.
Other than this-- , the schools of France
cannot hold a candle to our schools.

Of course, the home would have to
take more interest in the school life
of the child if a trade were made part
and parcel of the school life of the
pupil. Perhaps much of the weakness
in our present system can be traced to
lack of interest shown in the home.
The average parent think3 very little,
if any, about the progress the pupil is
making. Teachers could tell you of
parents who never inquire or visit the
schools. Yet these are among the
first to criticise and blame the schools
for any fault or weakness in the sys-
tem.

Give us more of such articles and
you will not fail to do the American
public a much needed service if they
read them. B.' J. MINORT
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A pictarlzatlon of Winston Church-ill- s'

"Inside of the Cup" will be shown
at the Imperial tonight. The story
deals with the rector of a fashionable
church who turns upon his wealthy
parishioners when he discovers them
parading under a mask of hypocrisy
and invites the common people to at-
tend his church. Eldon Parr, a vestry-
man, unscrupulous and tyrannical,
alienates his son and daughter and is
finally killed by a. man whom he has
ruined There is a pretty love ro-
mance between the rector and Parr's
daughter which ends happily. The
leading roles are played by William P.
Carleton and Edith Hallor.

Wednesday's feature, aside from a
shot of the serial, is a Mack Sennett
five-re- el comedy, "Love, Honor and

Make This
An

Electrical
Christmas
Electric Irons $6.25
Electric Toaster ..$6.75 to $8.00
Electric Grills ..$12.50 to $15.00
Curlinir Irons $6.25 to $6.75
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Behave." Marie Prevost nppears as a
young bride, The bridegroom is
George O'Hara, and the tangle that is
woven in their domestic affairs pro-
vides this picture with a plot The
bridegroom is held in the mash of cir-
cumstantial evidence and the bride is
too willing to believe the worst. They
take their case to the judge, whose
nature partakes of the wisdom of
Solomon and the wit of Portia. He
settles their differences. In order to
do this "Judge" Murray tells the pair
a story purporting to be the narrative
of hi? own experiences when he too
was a bridegroom and his bride was
likewise over-jealou- s.

"Straight is the Way, a clean,
wholesome comedy, without a single
custard pie, is scheduled for Thursday.
The story deals with the operations of
two New York crooks who-- go to a
small town on Long Island and acci-
dentally learn that Aunt Mehitable
and her piece Dorcas, are in the grip
of a loan shark who is about to fore-
close a mortgage he holds on their
home. How they circumvent him by
locating a treasure for the two women
and how they are reformed, makes a
delightful picture story.

IMPERIAL

TONIGHT

"THE INSIDE OF
THE CUP"

One of the most tfut to life
photoplays.

Novel by Winston Churchill

COMEDY

Adm. 9 and 36c and W. T.

WED., DEC. 7

DOUBLE FEATURE

"LOVE, HONOR
and BEHAVE"

A Mack Sennett el

Special
, '

THIRD CHAPTER '

"WINNERS OF
THE WEST"
Historical Feature

Adm. 9 and 27c and W. T.

" THURS., DEC. 8

MATT MOORE .
-i-n- -

- ;
"STRAIGHT IS

THE WAY"
Adm. 9 and 27c and W. T.

Chafing Dish $18.00 to $26.50
Percolator $12.50 to $25.00
Yacuum Cleaner $52.00

What a galaxy of labor savers time savers energy
savers.

, No wonder she's happy. Housework will now be a
pleasure No more tired, weary hours. Cooking, cleaning,
everything done electrically and in a jiffy.

Make your wife happy this Christmas by thoughtful
gifts of this nature. She will appreciate them more than
anything else.

QUICK SERVICE ELECTRIC f
. 112 West Third Street.
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We Answer Your Problem
For All the Family

--What Td Give

Tinker Toys
Structos
Gilbert Toys
Scooters
Coasters
Picture Books

Pictures
Tables

Cedar Chests
Rockers

FOR THE CHILDREN

SEE OUR

Department
of Toys

BRING THE KIDDIES INTHEY KNOW WHAT THEY WANT

Sewing

Story Books
Games All Kinds
Sleeping Dolls

! Toy Sweepers
Toy Banks
Toy Printing Outfits

Rugs
Vacuum Sweepers
Nippon China
Bavarian China

Toy Wagons
Rattles
Toy Dressers
Toy Aeroplanes
And many others

For Grown-ups-Usef- ul Furniture

Floor Lamps --

Table Lamps
Smoker Stands
Shaving Sets

WE CAN SHOW YOU BETTER THAN WE CAN TELL YOU

Glee Miller
THE CHRISTMAS STORE FOR ALL THE FAMILY
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