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Wide Differences in England Over British
Manchester, Kng., March., 1 020.

GI AND'S military policy is now bdttg Military PolicyE hammered out. Ihe process is slow and
pica-mea- l for, unlike the United States,

By W. P. CROZIER

in the Territorial Army will do so with the knowledge
that he is under an obligation to go abroad for military
service. But there will be two conditions : he will only
be called on to leave the country if there has arisen
what the government of the day considers a grave na-
tional emergency, of which there will be two criteria.
In the first place the government must have issued a
Royal Proclamation calling out the reserves of all kinds
attached to the regular army, and in the second place
it must pass through Parliament a special act au-
thorizing the dispatch of the territorials to a foreign
theater of war.

Sees No Immediate Danger
K. CHURCHILL has put the case for the new
system with perfect frankness. We must, he says,M

If it be true that we stand in any danger of
another gigantic war people as a whole would
be much more disposed to ask whether the
danger does not in part proceed from the dan-
gerous and misguided policy of our own rulers,
including Mr. Churchill among the principals,
rather than unquestioningly to submit to the
continuance of conscription. Mr. Churchill's
defence of his new proposal logically suggests
that he would like conscription if he could get it,

and indeed, in view of his forecast of the future, con-
scription is what he ought to demand, but both he and
the government are well aware that they could not ob-
tain the popular consent. That in no way excuses them
from doing what is their plain duty, if they believe in
the likelihood of another great convulsion, but it at any
rate explains their reasons for tranforming the obliga-
tions attaching to service in the Territorial Force.

The second criticism arises from the question what
is to constitute the great national emergency under
which the Territorials will be bound to go abroad? The
answer to the question will rest in actual practice with
the government and the Parliament of the day. But
the government may decide that any war in which it
is specially interested, whatever the country may think
of it, is a grave emergency and it is very rarely that
a Parliament could be found which would vote against
the decision of the government under such conditions.

Had to Withdraw From Russia

FOR instance, for the last twelve months and more
Churchill has been the fervent and unceasing

advocate of military intervention against Russia. It is
quite possible that any time within the last year Mr.
Churchill would have considered the Russian war to
constitute a national emergency and would have done
his best to convert the government to the view that the
Territorial Army might and should be used for the
purposes of a war against Bolshevism. Indeed, granted
that Mr. Churchill is sincere in the views which he
holds about the peril to the world of the Moscow Gov-
ernment, it is difficult to see how he could have taken
any other view. In that case we should have had
the Territorials conscripted for a war of which the
great majority of the people of this country certainly
disapproved ; indeed, as is well known, the government
had to withdraw the British troops from Russia simply
and wholly because the popular opinion of this country
would not tolerate their continued participation in the
Russian war. What might have happened in the case
of Russia may happen again with some other foreign
adventure of which the country takes a different view
from the government. This is a weakness in the pro-
posed system which will probably not prevent its adop-
tion by Parliament, for Parliament is usually a sub-
missive instrument to the government, but which will
certainly arouse sharp questioning in the public
mind.

The general position, it will be seen, is far from
satisfactory. America, at all events, knows where she
stands and has adopted, whether one likes it or not, a
thoroughgoing and logical system. We are not so
fortunate. Our Regular Army, indeed, is based on a
sound model and is suited to the peculiar requirements
of the overseas empire, but at the same time such
is the political chaos in Europe that the government
on the one hand contemplates the possibility of our
participation in a great continental struggle and on
the other takes half -- measures with a voluntary force

on which it would impose the duty of

we have adopttd HO IWttl and drastic method
of cutting the knot.

Our problem ll both the same and yet not
of the Unitedthe same as that States.

It is the same in this respect, that granted the
possibility of another war on a large scale every

r, as Secretary Baker recently said, will
recjuir- the rapid mobilization of large bodies of men.

It is not the same problem insofar as the United
States has to consider the necessity of assimilating into

K, m body politic all the varied foreign ele
ments w h make up a considerable part of the popu-
lation and, as we understand it over here, it is the
desirability of assisting this fusion which in part ac-

count for the American Government's proposal to
estab'i h a system of universal military training.

First, to describe briefly our military system in the
fevi before the war. We had a small, but highly
trained professional long service army. It was this
which furnished a garrison in India and the units,
much smaller in number, which were stationed in vari-
ous outpostl of the Kmpire. In England we had a
counterpart to this garrison force which at regular
intervals went out and took its place, battalion replacing
battalion, and behind this there was again the Special
Reserve formed of the men who had passed through
the Regular Army. It was the battalions in England
who constituted the Expeditionary Force in the autumn
of 1914. These were the "Old Contemptibles," the
"First Hundred Thousand," the men who fought at
the first battle of the Marne. The greater part of
these 1 oops were wiped out during the war.

In the next line and serving as a general pool from
which to reinforce the regulars were the militia. Last
of all came the Territorial Force, a body of about
250,000 men, voluntarily enlisted, undergoing only very
brief periods of training and none too well equipped
with the material of modern warfare. The main prin-
ciple on which the Territorial Force was based was that
its members were not liable to be ordered out of the
country for foreign service without their own consent.
The) were, that is to say, specifically a home defence
iron

Some people maintained that there was never any
gafficM nt reason for their existence, inasmuch as the
navy itself a sufficient defence against invasion.
Others were always anxious to convert the Territorials
into a reserve for foreign service, maintaining that at
some time or other England might be involved in a
great continental war and that the Territorials ought to
fie transformed into a force which the government could
use automatically for the purpose of a foreign cam-
paign. However that may be, when war broke out in
August, 1914, the Territorials were under no legal ob-

ligation to go abroad, although in point of fact large
numbers 01 them immediately volunteered and one
division, the EtJt Lancashircs, volunteered as a whole
and were dispatched to form part of the garrison in
Egypt, after which they played a gallant part in the
Gallipoli campaign in the summer of 1915.

Unrest in Egypt and India

THK new system makes only one important deviation
the old. In respect of the regular arm) it foll-

ows t: e established lines. Our commitments in respect
of for ign garrisons are not less but more than they ever
were h fore the war. There is much greater unrest
both in Egypt and in India. A considerable part of the
northwest frontier of India is in a state of ferment and,
accord , to the most recent news, the
whole the border tribal countrv is

"raise a new territorial army on the basis of imperial
defence and in the idea of imperial defence we must
include our responsibilities to France and Belgium.
Any man who joins the Territorial Army must do so
with a clear resolve that if Germany attacks the Rhine
in the same sort of circumstances that prevailed in 1914
or if Russia attacks India he would have kept himself
ready, trained and organized to go and help the Reg-
ular Army to stem the invasion until the main military
strength of Britain and the dominions has been mobi-
lized and brought into the field." Mr. Churchill is at
great pains to insist that no call would be made on the
Territorials except in a genuine case of national emer-
gency. "His Majesty's Government." he says, "cannot
contemplate any war which is not truly a national war.
We cannot contemplate any war which is not under-
taken in self-defen- ce and defence of life and honor;
the defence of the prime, massive, vital interests of the
British race and realm.

Xow this is all very well, but there are at least two
important criticisms to be made on it. The first is
that if the government really contemplates the prob-
ability of a war in which the "prime, massive, vital in-

terests of the British race and realm" will again be at
stake, it is very doubtful indeed whether it ought to
leave their defence to a "scratch" voluntary force which
will be neither adequately paid nor adequately trained,
instead of courageously proposing it as an obligation
falling equally on the manhood of the country. It is
quite true that the country at this moment would not
accept a compulsory system if the government were to
propose it. But the reason for that is not that the
country would be unwilling to accept a proper and
patriotic burden but that it simply does not believe
that any such emergency as Mr. Churchill foreshadows
is within the bounds of practical and reasonable possi-
bilities. To speak plainly, great masses of the people
of this country do not believe that Russia (at any rate
if the war against Russia be stopped) is likely to at-

tack India, nor that Germany (at any rate if she be
treated in a reasonable spirit) will have the inclination
any more than she has at present the power to attack
France from across the Rhine as she did in 1914.

A Result of Rent Profiteering in Germany
going overseas while reserving to itself
complete discretion as to the character
of the emergency on which to act. If
another great war is really to come
within our vision of the near future the
measures proposed are not adequate for
the need, but as a weapon to be placed
in the hand of the executive for use as
it thinks fit, they seem to some of us
too much.

likely give increasing trouble.
The fghans are far from friendly

and tht treaty of peace which signalized
the end of the recent war is regarded
by them much more as a victory for Af-
ghani stan than as a defeat or even as a
drawn lVitle.

I'1 ion, the general unrest which
Wect! tically the whole of the Mosl-
em u rid is adding greatly to British
respons i: lities, which were already large
enough, in Mesopotamia, and garrison
troops, even though not very numerous
nave to be provided for Palestine. We
shall therefore continue the smallish
joog-servi-

ce army for garrison work
Jjfss, with the reserves and militia
behind it here at home.

The new element arises with the
Ionization of the Territorial Force,
now to be called the Territorial Army.
11 will number some 350,000 men and
mil be organised in fourteen infantry
T01" "'(I one cavalry division, each" thnn being moulded on exactlv the

mc plan as a division of the regular
"my and therefore capable at need of
ncietinit,. expansion. But it will not be
rein !.orce- - Neither ostensibly nor
guy will it have anything to do with
jjgme defence. It is intended for for-C- m

15rv?ce aml for foreign service only.
BrhUh

nng tho Predominance of the
Mmnl . n?vy m European waters, the
the

(h struction of the German fleet,
seizure fif Dlm.e r

Great Britain's Debt

Tl E British Treasury issued a
recently showing the debt of

Great Britain and its growth from 1875.
The following is a summary:

The total aggregate gross liabilities
on April 1 last are given as $35.(XX),000,-(XX- ),

compared with the indebtedness on
April 1. 1875, $3.500,XX),(XX). This in-

debtedness had dropped in 1899 to
and in 1907 it was once more

$3,600,000,000. Thence until April, 1914.
the figures declined to $3,300,000000.
The 1915 war figure was $5,500,000,000,
tnd thereafter annually rose to the figure
fof 1919 as given above.

During the decade previous to the
war the greatest figure of net annual
increase of gros liabilities was $40,000,-(XX- ),

the increase for the war years
leaped in 1915 to $5,000,000,000 and in
1916 to $9,000,000,000, this being the
highest figure of increase, the two sub-

sequent vears, 1917 and 1918, being re-

spectively $8,900,000,000 and $7,500,000,-00- 0.

The figures have been changed
from Knglish pounds to American dol-

lars in round numbers.
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profiteer is international. Iandlordish greed is the same in all
THE over the Berlin mob shown in the photograph is a monument
symbolic of the power which the German people have abolished and dis-

owned but the landlord still exercises autocratic sway. That is why the

mob is gathered. It is a meeting of protesting house-rente- rs who have
gone on strike against the rapacity of the landlords. Kven the rain dors

not dampen their indignation. Incidentally, it looks like a well-dresse- d,
well-nourish-

crowd

ment w,,""v. me, ine govern-o- f

invanS,,lcrs that thc question alike
of mi,wiT ami of raid can be put out
one thlr an Pfota period. Any- -

inerefore, who in thc future enlists


