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MSOMETIMES teems, when men admit their dependence on

ITeach other, that they mean it only in material things. They
that the baker is dependent on the farmer for his wheat,

the miner is dependent on the btker for his bread, the iron-work- er

is dependent on the miner for his coal, and so around the circle.
They readily admit this kind of dependence because they can see it.
It is a kind of on that is plain to the eye. Hut it is
really only a very small part of only a last phase of it.

begins a long way further back than the production
of foods. There is a of minds before there is a co-

operation of hands.
While men admit that they depend on each other for their daily

bread, they are not so ready to admit that they depend on one
another for their daily mind. And yet they do. Even in the case
of the most original and independent mind, it may not think ex-

actly the same thought! as the rest of the people, but it is thinking
about the same things. Likewise there is a difference in the planes
on which individuals are thinking; but

One reason for this is that the whole world seems to be in fear of
change, and facts are sometimes obstinate things that is, the)
sometimes seem to support the side that the people fear.

We cannot choose our facts; they are there, and we must ac-
cept them. There never was a situation in which all the facts ac-
commodated one side. Wisdom is the result of taking both the
unfavorable and favorable facts and distilling the truth out of them.

The people are not getting all the facts of the conditions which
eon front them. Newspapermen of ability and prestige are ready
to admit this. Not only is there an official censorship, but there ifl
a class and financial censorship as well. You will be told, of course,
that the official censorship has been abolished in America, but hid-
den and powerful traces of it still remain. The world has not re-
covered from the lopsidedness of mind which is necessary to a war,
and the world will not recover until the free flow of all the facta
is again permitted to reach the people. It requires more fearlesi
ness to speak the truth today than it ever did. Truth never w&l

over-popul- ar anyway, because the truth fa

always a challenge to one thing or another
that touches our self-intere- st very sharply
under the present system.

We need observers everywhere whose
whole duty will be to find the complete
fact, and then we need agencies of pub-
licity which will spread the complete fact
broadcast among the people, that the peo-
ple may form their own opinion. For
until public opinion is formulated on an
intelligent basis, we can expect to make
very little headway against the problems
which beset us so thickly today.

Yet there were never fewer observers
abroad in the world, and there was never
a more apparent timidity in letting their
first-han- d reports get to the public. Un-

less -- the fact wholly damns one side and
wholly blesses the other, certain interests
will prevenf its gaining publicity. But,
to repeat, an honest fact is not partisan.
The truth always lies somewhere between
the contending parties.

whether the thinking be strong or weak,
noble or sordid, you are pretty certain
to find the same subjects engrossing the
majority of minds.

If you will take five or six of the
strongest ideas and convictions you have,
and ask yourself, "Where did I get
these?" you will find that you got then
originally from someone else: and though
they have been modified by your degree
of knowledge and experience, yet they
are essentially the same as when you re-

ceived them.
These facts constitute one of the

greatest temptations and one of the
greatest dangers of the time : the tempta-
tion to manipulate the opinion-makin- g

machinery of society for the interest of
a few ; and the danger of its actually
being done.

The temptation exists and is being
yielded to; the danger is immediate and
real.

We must remember that since 1914

the opinion-makin- g machinery of the
world has been under more definite con-

trol than ever before. Mot only was the
man-pow- er of the nations mobilized, but
their mind-powe- r as well. People were
not only told what to do, but what to
think. Regimenting the popular mind
gave some forms of propaganda a tre
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also for our daily mind. We
do not mix sand with our flour,
why should we mix untruth
and prejudice with the elements
out ofwhich we make our daily
mind? Facts are the basis of
all constructive thinking. The
privileged classes are afraid of
unfavorable Facts. But Facts
are not accommodating things.
Wisdom consists in taking both
unfavorable and favorable
Facts and distilling Truth out
of them. The people need, and
need now, a large grist of Facts

not opinions. Give them
Facts, they will make their
own opinions.

0 NE of the great political parties
thinks it has solved the problem. In

stead of the old system whereby five or
six men in a hotel room draft the "is-

sues" on which the people shall be per-

mitted to vote, a campaign manager has
conceived the idea of having a large and
representative committee say, from their
knowledge of the plain people, what the

real issues are. Is the old system then happily abolished? By no
means. The same old muzzlers of a free vote on a free issue will
sit in judgment on what the larger committee proposes, and the
result will be about the same as ever.

Our presidential campaigns coming every four years ought to
be the occasions when the real problems of the people crystallize
into issues, each having proposed methods of settlement. The
issues should always rise out of the body of the people. The pro-

posed method of dealing with the issues may come from this or
that party. And then, in the election, both the issue and the pro-

posed method of dealing with it should go back to the whole
people again.

But how is this possible when the people are without the facts
and really without a voice as to what the issues are to be? If
the politicians were wise they would see that the surest way of
destroying their power is just to continue their present course.
When the vote is compelled to follow an issue that does not rise
out of the hearts and minds of the people, that vote speedily loses
its dignity.

You can disfranchise a people in two ways, first, by absolutely
refusing them the ballot ; second, by fixing or confusing the elec-

tions so that they cannot vote on the issue that is uppermost in
their minds.

The time is short and there is a dearth of facts. Professional
politicians of every party are afraid to face the real issues. Poli-

tics has become a sort of a "hush" game. But the times are such
that the game can and will no longer be played with success.

mendous power which their inherent
merits did not warrant. Certain interests are loath to let go that
control of the popular mind. They still want to compel the people's
thinking. Years ago a famous phrase was coined in a bribery case
"accelerating public opinion" that is, bringing it to a desired point
Quickly. The phrase was used to justify immoral use of money.

Well, the same immorality, if not the same method, is widespread
today. The habit of compelling other people to think in a desired
way is strongly fixed in some quarters. It is apparent in the deluge
of propaganda which is not only wasting the money and efforts
of its designers, but is also destroying the patience and confidence
of the public. Most of the propaganda circulating today is tense
with the fear of the privileged class that a change is coming which
will curtail their privileges. They want the people to think against
such a change which is a sure way of getting the people to think
about it. When a certain class opposes certain aspects of con-

structive change, it is proof to a large part of the people that there
is something worth while in the change.

what the people want is the Fact, not the Opinion. ThereNOW, basic about a Fact, but an Opinion is subject to
;ill kinds of bias, personal and prejudicial. The people cannot form
their own Opinion without the facts. The people may be glad to
know what a leader thinks, but they also want to know on what
he bases his thought.

The fact-gatherin- g agencies of this country and of the world
eem to have suffered a setback. They have been so long the

Organi of propaganda and censored facts that they seem to have
t their former pride in giving the complete facts of any situation.
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