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Lowden His Career and

His Philosophy
By ROBERT J. THOMPSON

GOVERNOR
FRANK O.
LOWDEN.
OF ILLINOIS

conduct of the public business through the Lowden
Administrative Code.

But to get back to the man himself. I asked the
Governor when the idea first struck him of beimr
a candidate for the presidency.

"Couldn't tell you." he said. "A number of friends
started this thing down in Springfield, and, as was
the case in my congressional and gubernator .il cam-
paigns which were not of my initiative, I yielded to
the call. I don't feel exactly that I am a candidate in
the sense of seeking the honor, even now."

1 then put a few, rather direct questions to him-Ho-

he had made his money; how he broke into the
Pullman family (on this he said: "Now that gets
under my skin," and turning to Mrs. Lowden. conti-
nued: "Florence, you tell him!"): I asked linn where
his present chief source of income came from; how
he stood on the international policv of the country
the I eaguc of Nations ; what his attitude was on the
prohibition question (incidentally remarking that the
prohibitionists were claiming that he was second only
to Mr. Bryan as a force favorable to this cause); what
he thought of the German-America- n and Irish Amer-
ican anti-Engli- sh sentiment ; and whether he would
class himself as a farmer or a capitalist, and so on.

He's "Dearie" to Mrs. Lowden

MRS. Lowden, a charmingly modest, inquiring and
lady, who addressed the governor

as "Dearie" (which won me at once) sat by and when
she had a chance spoke about other things, just like
the natural sweet asid excellent woman that she is,
even while bearing Tier cross of, I don't know how
many, millions.

"My job." she said, "is to keep my husband well.
No, I don't make any speeches."

From experience in the government, foreign ser-

vice, where, what the French call, tetes d' cfniilcs
(and we term polished pinhead often

enough horn their way into the diplomatic lists and
come to addressing their mates as "Your Excellency."
"Mr. Minister" and what not, this absence of affection
on the part of the wife of the Governor of tin- great

empire state of the Weft was

porations, and after awhile found himself rich
never ( I must insert here in the interest of truth )

having received a dollar from the great Pullman com-
pany in the way of emoluments or fees

If today (as he tells me) his income from his farm
and from his cotton plantations far exceeds what he
has from other holdings and interests stocks and
bonds

And finally, if the subject of our sketch, coming
OVt of the profundity and obscurity of the prophetic
Middle West the Mississippi Valley and without a
centime's help from anyone, finds himself settled nicely
on the sunny side of Easy street, at fifty-nin- e, and at
the prime of life if this is the other side of our pic-

ture, what's to be said?
Is it to be thumbs up, or thumbs down, for Low-

den ?

Our friend certainly did marry into a pot of money,
a great fortune. But he had made his own pile
before ever this happened. He was thirty-fiv- e years
old when he led Florence Pullman to the altar.

I remember something of George M. Pullman my-
self, and I surely would not accuse him at this late
day of harboring impecunious suitors for the hand of
his daughter, about the Pullman mansion. Besides,
Pullman was a splendid judge of men.

Well, this is Frank Lowden's Governor Lowden's
situation.

Without just applying the microscope to him. it
the man appears to me how he appears as

he comes under the spotlight of an audience of one
hundred million eager observers in the "continuous
performance" which is commencing a ninety-da- y run

n the great stage of American political life.
Governor Lowden is a capitalist all right. But he

is a farmer too one of the biggest in the country.
His Illinois farm runs something like four thousand
five hundred acres. His Arkansas plantations I don't
know about, but they are not toys. No, there can be
no question as to Lowden's character on either of
these foregoing propositions farmer and capitalist.
And I suppose this is about the ideal material position
for a man to be in. It certainly ought to make one
broad enough and interested enough to see things
from a number of different
angles.

"The enforcement of the law. and all the laze, un-

der our fomi of government, IS the indispcnsahlc con-

dition of the security of society."

the state philosophy in a nutshell of
THAT'S O. Lowden, district and high school

lawyer, congressman, cotton planter and
farmer, governor, and candidate for the presidential
nomination oi the Republican party.

I have tried to get a clean-cu- t line on Governor
Lowden from various angles, and always come back to
this proposition, uttered by him in connection with the
signing of the Search and Seizure Bill of the Illinois
Legislature, the most drastic application of the prohi-
bition law. as I understand it. yet devised. Lowden
rests upon this pronouncement, and on every public
question, regardless of his sympathies or personal analy-
sis, of the merits of the law.

In the preliminary skirmishes of the Republican
party nomination campaign Lowden has been charged
by his competitors with posing one day as a farmer,
and another day as a capitalist ; as having been a for-

tune hunter ( and finder in the Pullman marriage) ; a
prohibition fanatic; an idler, and all that.

The following article shall be an effort to give the
readers of The Dearborn Independent something of
an idea of the Governor of Illinois. And the presen-
tation shall be as fair, both to them and to Mr. Low-
den. as I can make it.

So we will get right at it ; and in this manner :

A Product of the Prophetic West

SUPPOSE, to commence with, a man happens to be
on the edge of civilization, and then treks

off into the wilderness when six or seven years of
age, going further afield, behind a lunging, prairie
schooner, and he comes, eventually, to a land of
flowers, of blustering springs, blistering summers and
blizzardy winters (which shall be Iowa) and then
makes his home there perforce, perhaps because he
is only a child and following the lead of his frontier
father makes his home there for twenty years or
longer a farmer boy. a blacksmith's son, a nobody

If this young person grows up on the farm and
does what other farmer boys do, sometimes, works
hard all summer and through the fall, and when old
enough teaches the district school in the wintertime

And in this way he slowly accumulates a few,
measly, silver dollars maybe as many as a hundred,
perhaps more, so being he is thrifty (for district
schools paid only twenty or thirty dollars a month in
those days and the terms were short)

If a fellow is so born and so reared, and because
of something his pioneer father or mother had given
him in the way of blood inheritance, he after a while
goes away to college and spends his hard-gotte- n dol-
lars for an education

And then he works lotne more and studies some
more, and teaches still more, and finally departs en-
tirely from the home nest to the great city, where he
becomes a successful lawyer, rich, powerful and fa-

vored of fortune
If he marries an heiress of enormous wealth and

high social position; is sent to Congress; becomes gov-
ernor of a state with a population as great as that of
Belgium, and a good governor too, as governors go

If meantime, he turns once more to the land, and
buys himself a big farm indeed a very big farm,
which he directs, lives on, loves, and seems to take a
great interest in (this farm of Governor Lowden's
exceeds in area seven full sections of land)

Now it a man does all this, not to recite a few
more pages of embellishing biography, the question is:
11' hat is he' May he justly call himself a farmer?
Can such a man claim true fellowship of the grange?

Then to particularize on another phase of the pic-
ture :

If this man had taken a job as clerk in a law
office ; continued to work hard and study nights, to
make his own living (at eight dollars a week) while
preparing himself for admission to the bar

And if he went on and succeeded, carrying off sev-
eral cash prizes in the law school ; was the valedicto-
rian of his class: and came out in the end, a full-fledg- ed

lawyer, to hang up his shingle as Attorncy-at-La- w

If he did this, and gradually began to lay up a
surplus, slowly getting a half-Nelso- n hold on the re-
munerative end of his profession, and arrived at a
point where his practice brought him an income of,
say, $25.(KMi a year

Then, if he was able to turn a few deals in the
legitimate reorganization of a couple of national cor

refreshing to say the least.

"Dearie," sounded good
to me. And I thought to
myself: "If that wasn't a
love match twenty-fou- r years
ago when they Wi re married,
it certainly is today."

"I am in favor oi a rat-

ification of the ersailles
treaty with the Lodge rese-
rvation," says Gov. Lowden

"but I have been of the opin-

ion that The Hague with its

tribunals, its conference,
and all it stands for, was the

correct place to refer the

aftermath of the war. It

seemed to me that the m-
achinery and precedents were

there, in part prepared, for

the construction a n d ina-
uguration of a substantial and

effective general D ice in-

strument especially now

when the whole world is
imbued with a spirit of re-

vulsion against the very in

Having worked on a farm
in Iowa, as hundreds or
thousands of others, and
taught school out there too
when I was a youth, my
sympathies naturally are
somewhat excited for one
who has travelled the same
road, though personally, I
don't think that Governor
Lowden would be my choice
for the Republican nomina-
tion. And yet he seems to
me to be an ideal candidate
in many ways. I merely
mention my predilections, at
the risk of good taste, to
show that I want to be quite
objective in my remarks.
The thought is to give you a
correct picture of the man,
one who stands a fair chance
(as many think) of becom-
ing the successor of Wood-ro- w

Wilson; that is to say,
our next general manager
and chief executive, and this

T)0BERT J. THOMPSON
has been the correspondent

of The Dearborn Independent at
Geneva, Switzerland. Business
interests brought him to Chicago
temporarily. This paper, wish-

ing to give its readers something
about the various Presidential
candidates, asked Mr. Thompson
to visit Gov. Frank 0. Lowden,
of Illinois, and write his im-
pressions. In reading them you
get the report of a man who
is a writer of experience and
a world traveller as well.

stitution of war. n the na-

tions of the earth can unite
and engage in war in a war they can in like

manner engage themselves to enter into a union
for world peace. Through The Hague organization
or the proposed League of Nations, either one Ot

which I favor, an international, statutory law COW he

devised a world contract, so to speak which could
embody the chief and already universally accepted

precepts of the law of nations. These principles o

international law arc now interpreted by individual
j- - .... . . . ...,4 na- -

M.niMiis according to tneir own tradition
tional pride, and an application of the law through
this selfish version is in itself often enough the cause

of war.

at a time when the affairs
of the government demand,
more than they ever have before in the history of
our country, the best, safest and most competent, and
decisively, the greatest man that all America can
produce.

Lowden's Outstanding Official Act

I SHOULD say that the important question is :
What sort of a statesman is this man? We see him

in our series of "iff" as boy, teacher, lawyer, farmercapitalist and so forth. He has striven and reached
the top. Shall his record of statesman be written in
the future or shall it be limited to his performances
as congressman and governor?

The outstanding fact of Governor Lowden's off-
icial career, so far as I can discover, is the inaugura-
tion, under the new Illinois Administrative Code ofhis scheme of running and controlling the public af-
fairs of Illinois the administrative affairs which
must commend itself as a model for other states ifnot indeed for the general government. Through thislaw, the financial the business transactions of theCommonwealth, as they affect the people, are brought
under a modern, up-to-da- te direction and
promising the largest efficiency and economy , thehistory of the state. It is claimed that main millions
are saved to the people of Illinois: taxes materially
lowered, and superior results generally achieved in the

"Under a fixed international statute. CaUSCS WoUW

normally be determined and adjudicated by an impar-

tial court, born out of such international, statutory law,

and its judgments would exercise a moral torcc
throughout the world similar to a decree by ottf ,nv"

Supreme Court in the United States, decisions wnicn

would hardly require the use of an army to ento
"It is my thought." the Governor went on I)Cak,n?

of the interest of the large element of our foreign-D- n

r so-call- ed 'hyphen' population in international PJ
Ciei (the Irish-Englis-

h imbroglio, the German "J
habitation hopes, etc.) "that our own home issues
now so imminent, so pressing for solution, tnat.s0 a0as these important questions go, concerning as they
other friendly nations much more than us, we


