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cents for this loaf. Of course you know there are
1 pounds of flour to the barrel. I am informed by
the Bureau of Markets of the Department of Agri-
culture that to make a barrel of flour into bread they
add 1(K) pounds of water, making 296 pounds, and
they add enough other ingredients such as lard, yeast,
sugar and salt to bring the weight up to approximately
314 pounds. When the bread is baked it loses about
14 pounds. Therefore a barrel of flour will produce
300 sixteen-ounc- e loaves. On that basis, this being a
twelve-ounc- e loaf, a barrel of flour will enable a baker
to produce 400 such loaves as you see on this scale.

"At nine cents per loaf, you will readily perceive
that a barrel of flour brings an even $36 when con-

verted into 400 loaves of bread.
"The farmer who produced the wheat that goes

into 400 loaves of bread received an average price of
$9 for it

"No one can deny the fact that between the time
the wheat leaves the farmer and the time it is sold
in the form of bread to the consumers it advance! in
price four times as much as the farmer got for it.

"That's a tidy profit for some one!
"The average yield of wheat per acre throughout

the United States is 12 bushels.
"The average price per bushel received by the

farmer during the past three years has been $2.06, a
total of $24.72 for each acre of wheat raised.

"The cost of producing an acre of wheat, from the
plowing of the land and sowing of the seed on
through to the harvesting and threshing of the wheat,
ranges from $18 to $24 per acre. Surely that is con-

vincing proof that the margin of profit made by wheat
farmers is mighty small as compared with profits made
by others between the farmer and the bakery."

After leaving Senator Gronna's office I visited the
Department of Agriculture in order to secure more
details on the subject of wheat and flour. I was told
that each individual in this country consumes an average
of one barrel of flour annually. Inasmuch as it takes
four and a half bushels of wheat to make a barrel of
flour, you will perceive that, no matter how much each
member of our population pays annually for his bread,
only $9 of it goes to the farmer. The remainder is
gobbled up during the process of milling, transporting,
wholesaling and retailing.

It is rather surprising what a small proportion of
the total wages of the public is necessary to be utilized
for the payment of the farmers' wheat bill. Electricians,
for instance, in Washington, D. C, receive $1 per hour,
which enables them to pay their annual wheat bill by

working one day and one hour. A Washington hod-carri- er

earns 62 cents per hour, enabling him to buy

his yearly wheat with the earnings of less than two
days' work. Carpenters, plumbers, painters, printers
and many other mechanics are likewise able to pay for

their wheat with less than two days' wages. Bankers,
merchants, moving picture proprietors and performers,

Total 2,024,439,000

British India 376,731.000
Cyprus 1.924,000
Japan 26,778,000
Formosa 161,000
Korea 5,851,000
Persia 16,000,000

Total 427,445,000

Africa
lKeria 34,654,000

Kifvnt 39,144,000
Tunis 11,023,000
Union of South Africa .... 7,076,000

Total 91,897,000

Australasia
Mralia 25,677,000

New Zealand 6,854,000
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Total 32,531,000

Grand total 4,224,622,000

and professional men with large incomes can pay for
their share of wheat, based on the amount that goes
to the farmers, with the vest pocket change they get
from small purchases.

Have you any idea how much wheat is produced
by the farmers of the United States? Last year
the crop (according to official figures subject to slight
revision) totaled 918,471,000 bushels. Of this amount,
178,582,673 bushels were exported to foreign countries.
Also 24,190,092 barrels of wheat flour were exported
to foreign countries during 1919.

It has been impossible to compile complete figures
of wheat production throughout the world since 1915.

In that year the world production was 4,224,622,000
bushels.

Mother Earth Always Comes Across

at the Right Time
when the supply of raw asbestos was running

JUST and manufacturers and users of that
indispensable fire-pro- of article were beginning

to worry about the future supply, mother earth came

across with an abundant supply in new localities
Arizona, China, Africa and Italy are separated by

thousands of miles ; nevertheless, they all figure in the

latest asbestos news.
Out in Apache County, Arizona, an asbestos claim

has been located. The deposit is said to be extensive,
having been traced a distance of more than 20 miles.

that, according toVein exposures are so prominent
reports, one can without the aid of miner s tools pick

of crude asbestos that has broken
a ton or moreup from he de-

posits
Materialdown from the exposures.

examined at the United States Bureau of Mine,
flexible and silky It occurs n

shows it to be strong,

IS claimed there is no man in public life in this
IT who knows more about wheat than United

States Senator Asle J. Gronna, of North Dakota.
Senator Gronna, who is the chairman of the Senate
Committee on Agriculture, started working on a farm
at the early age of eight. From that day to the prese-

nt his interest in agricultural pursuits has constantly
increased. His crop specialty is wheat. In addition to
painstaking ly looking after his multitudinous duties at
the national Capitol, Senator Gronna incidentally
superintends the planting and harvesting of from ten
to eleven thousand acres of wheat on his North Da-

kota farm.
There has been a good deal of loose talk recently

mostly from city dwellers whose agricultural knowle-

dge was gained from looking at the posies in the
parks to the effect that wheat farmers were taking
a low-dow- n advantage of the public and lining the
capacious pockets of their jeans with gold through the
gentle process of charging exorbitant prices for the
wheat they produced, thus forcing the bread eaters of
the nation to pay outrageous prices for their daily
leaves.

Senator Gronna has become a trifle weary of such
jew against the American farmers. The other day

hit upon an ingenious but conclusive plan for show-ln- 8

the fallacy of such extravagant not to say un-

truthfulstatements made by carelessly thinking people.
Ob his way to his office he stopped at a bakery and
purchased a few loaves of bread and borrowed a pair
M scales. The unusual spectacle of a staid and digni-he- d

United States Senator ascending the steps at the
trance of the imposing Senate office building clutch-m- R

two loaves of bread under one arm and a pair of
scales under the other naturally brought forth looks

amazement and audible comments from bystanders
Hn people passing on the street, all of which went
unnoticed by Senator Gronna whose mind was occupied
wth a well-define- d plan for showing how greatly
wheat popularly known as the staff of life advanced
"l .pr,cc between the time it was sold by the farmer
JJi the time it was handed out in the form of a loaf

Dread to the ultimate consumer at the bakery or
Kroccry ,n the city.

eTBii ba,ancinS a loaf of bread on the scales,
ronna turned to the writer and said:

(

Now thisI loaf of bread weighs just exactly twelve

munication from the Assistant Director of the
Geological Survey of South Africa conveys the in-

formation that America is at present the principal buyer
of South African "Amosite." This type of fiber, which
is commonly six inches in length, has aroused con-

siderable interest among asbestos manufacturers. Some
of it is shipped as long fiber, but certain manufac-

turers prefer to have it cut into material of one inch
length, the purpose evidently being to adapt it to
carding and pinning machinery now in use. It would
seem, however, that the superior product obtainable
from the long fiber would justify such a modification of
machinery as would be necessary for successful spinning
of full-leng- th fiber.

Coincident with the above discoveries comes the
announcement from Genoa, Italy, of the development
of an important invention that will be of especial in-

terest to Americans, particularly those in the oil boom
sections where it has been extremely difficult to ob-

tain a sufficient supply of iron pipe t transport oil

from the wells to the refineries or to vessels. A com-

pany has lately begun the manufacture oi a new as-

bestos product known as asbestos pipe. This pipe is

made of S5 per cent Portland cement and 15 per cent
asbestos fiber. Pipes are made in various sizes from
4 to 10 inches in diameter, and up to 12 feet in length.
The thickness increases with the sie ot the pipe from
about one-ha- lf inch for the four inch to about fifteen-sixteent- hs

inch for the 10 inch. Four machines are
now being operated, each turning out 3,000 feet of
pipe every 24 hours. The pipe is seasoned under water
for 90 days before being used. It is much lighter in

weight than iron pipe, will bear a maximum pressure
of 450 pounds to the square inch and is acid and cor-

rosive proof. Kven with the high cost of Portland
cement in Italy, it is claimed that the cost of manu-

facturing asbestOS pipe IMM more than one-thir- d 01

the net selling price of Knglish iron pip

veins with a JiDer lengin oi nun.
inches, while fiber two and a half

and a quarter
I ....w.rfnftone

inches nas dccti
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law does not per-m- h

tion and unfortunately the present
the development of asbestos deposits on nalkmed

The Commissioner of Indian Atlairs
Indian lands.

of the Interior, has recommended
t
hat authority be granted to develop such "and, for the

purpose of mining asbestos, coal, oil and gas, as wen

" STSat Chungking, China, reports

that asbestos has been found in various parts ot he
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r.SnS wHI commenced a, once V com11 ,s the kind of bread I have been buy
,nK all winter for use at my home. I paid nine


