
Anti-Semitis- m Will It Appear

in the United States?
who essays to discuss the Jewish

ANYONE the United States or anywhere else must
prepared to be regarded as an Anti-Semit- e,

in high-bro- w language, or, in low-bro- w lan-

guage, a Jew-baite- r. Nor need encouragement be
looked for from people or from press. The people
who are awake to the subject at all prefer to wait and
see how it all turns out ; while there is probably not a
newspaper in America, and certainly none of the ad-

vertising mediums which are called magazines, which
would have the temerity even to breathe seriously the
fact that such a Question exists. The press in general
is open at this time to fulsome editorials in favor of
everything Jewish (specimens of the same being ob-

tainable almost anywhere), while the Jewish press,
which is fairly numerous in the United States, takes
care of the vituperative end.

Of course, the only acceptable explanation of any
public discussion at present of the Jewish Question is
that some one writer, or publisher, or a related interest

is a Jew-hate- r. That idea seems to be fixed; it is

fixed in the Jew by inheritance; it is sought to be
fixed in the Gentile by propaganda, that any writing
which does not simply cloy and drip in sirupy sweet-

ness toward things Jewish is born of prejudice and
hatred. It is, therefore, full of lies, insult, insinuation,
and constitutes an instigation to massacre. These
terms are culled at random from Jewish editorial ut-

terances at hand.
It would seem to be necessary for our Jewish citi-

zens to enlarge their classification of Gentiles to in-

clude the class which recognizes the existence of a
Jewish Question and still is not anti-Semiti- c.

There are four distinct parties traceable among the
Jews themselves. First, those whose passionate pur-
pose is to keep Jewish faith and life alive at the cost
of any sacrifice of popularity or success ; second, those
who are willing to make whatever sacrifice may be
needed to preserve Jewish religion, but are not so par-
ticular about the traditional customs of Jewish life;
third, those who have no very strong convictions either
way, but are opportunists, and will always swerve in
the direction of success ; and, fourth, those who be-

lieve and preach that the only solution of the dif-

ferences between the Jew and other men is the com-
plete absorption of the Jewish race by the other races.
The fourth is the weakest, most unpopular and least
to be considered of all the parties.

With Gentiles there are only two classes, as far as
this special question is concerned : those who dis-

like Jews, they cannot tell why; and those who are
disposed to fairness, in spite of the accident of con-
geniality or uncongeniality, and who recognize the
Jewish Question as, at least, a problem. Both these
attitudes, whenever they become apparent, are sub-

ject to the charge of "anti-Semitism- ."

Anti-Semitis- m is a term which is bandied about too
loosely. It ought to be reserved to denote the real
anti-Jewis- h temper of violent prejudice. If used in-

discriminately about all who attempt to discuss Jewish
characteristics and Jewish world-powe- r, it may in time
arrive at the estate of respectability and honor.

Anti-Semitis- m in almost every form is bound to
come to the United States ; indeed, it may be said that
it is here now, and has been here for a long time. If
it be mislabeled now, the United States will not be
able to work within it the transformation which has
been effected upon so many other ideas that have ar-
rived here in their journey round the globe.

It may be a serviceable clearing of the ground to
define what anti-Semitis- m is not:

past and yet will forestall any possible social menace
of the future.

2. Again, the public discussion of the Jewish Ques-

tion is not anti-Semitis- Publicity is sanitary. The
publicity given the Jewish Question, or certain aspects
of it, in this country has been very misleading. It has
been discussed more fully in the Jewish press than else-

where, but not with candor or breadth of vision. The
two dominant notes they are sounded over and over
again with monotonous regularity in the Jewish press

are Gentile unfairness and Christian prejudice. These
apparently are the two chief aspects of life which im-

press Jewish publicists when they look over the line of
their own race. It is said in all soberness that it is
fortunate for Jews generally that the Jewish press docs
not circulate very widely among Gentiles, for it is
probably the one established agency in the United
States which, without altering its program in the least,
could stir up anti-Jewis- h sentiment by the simple ex-

pedient of a general reading among non-Jew- s. Jewish
writers writing for Jewish readers present unusual ma-

terial for the study of race consciousness and its ac-

companiment of contempt for other races. It is true
that in the publications referred to, America is con-
stantly praised, but not America as the land of the
American people ; America, rather, as the land of the
Jews' opportunity.

On the side of the daily press, there has been no
serious discussion at all. This is neither surprising nor
reprehensible. The daily press deals with matters that
have reached the overheated stage. When it mentions
the Jews at all, it has stock phrases for the purpose;
the effort includes a list of the famous Jews of his-

tory, and usually closes with complimentary references
to certain local Jews of commendable qualities, whose
advertisements are not infrequently found in another
part of the paper. Summing up, it may be said that
the publicity given the question "in this country con-
sists in misrepresentative criticism of the Gentiles by
the Jewish press and misrepresentative praise of the
Jews by the non-Jewi- sh press. An independent effort
to give a constructive publicity cannot, therefore, be
laid to anti-Semitis- even when some of the state-
ments which are made in the course of it arouse the
resentment of Jewish readers.

3. Nor is it anti-Semitis- m to say that the suspicion
is abroad in every capital of civilization and the cer-
tainty is held by a number of important men that there
is active in the world a plan to control the world, not
by territorial acquisition, not by military aggression,
nor by governmental subjection, not even by economic
control in the scientific sense, but by control of the
machinery of commerce and exchange. It is not anti-Semitis- m

to say that, nor to present the evidence which
supports that, nor to bring the proof of that. Those
who could best disprove it if it were not true are the
international Jews themselves, but they have not dis-
proved it. Those who could best prove it would be
those Jews whose ideals include the good of the whole
of humanity on an equality and not the good of one
race only, but they have not proved it. Some day a
prophetic Jew may arise who will see that the promises
bestowed upon the Ancient People are not to be ful-
filled by Rothschild methods, and that the promise that
all the nations were to be blessed through Israel is not
to be fulfilled by making the nations the economic
vassals of Israel ; and when that time comes we may
hope for a redirection of Jewish energy into channels
that will drain the present sources of the Jewish
Question. In the meantime, it is not anti-Semitis- it
may even be found to be a world service to the Jew,
to throw light on what purpose motivates certain higher
circles.

If the above propositions arc true, then the term
"anti-Semitic- ," so freely bestowed on this series of
articles, betrays a worse spirit in the critics than in the
author. But enough of that. There is much yet to do,
and what is done must stand on what merit remains
after friend and foe alike are through with praise and
blame.

Of the Jew as a person, no matter whom he may be
This is often found in persons of all grades It
found mostly, however, in those whose contact with
Jews has been very limited. It begins sometimes inchildhood with an instinctive dislike for the word"Jew." It is encouraged by the misuse of the word
"Jew" as an epithet, or as an adjective generally descriptive of unpopular practices. The feeling is mdifferent from that which exists toward Gentiles con-
cerning whom the same notions are held, but it differs
in that it is extended to the race of unknown individual
Jews instead of being restricted to known individuals
who may justify such a feeling.

Congeniality is not within our choice, but controlof the sentiment of uncongeniality is. Every fair-mind-
ed

person is compelled at times to reflect that it
is not impossible that the person for whom he feels
a dislike may be as good and possibly a better person
than he. Our dislike merely registers the result of at-
traction and repulsion as they operate between another
person and ourself ; it docs not indicate that the dis-
liked person is unworthy. Of course, wherever in-

telligence is joined with this instinctive withdrawal
from social contact with members of the Jewish race
prejudice is forestalled, except, of course, in those
persons who hold that there arc no individuals among
the Jews worthy of respect. This is an extreme atti-
tude and is composed of other elements beside natural
dislike. It is possible for people to dislike Jews and
not be anti-Semiti- c. Indeed, it is not at all uncommon,
it grows more and more common, that intelligent and
refined Jews themselves do not relish the society of
their own people except in cases of exceptional re-
finement.

This really calls for some comment on the man-
ners and characteristics of the ordinary member of
the Jewish race, the accidents of behavior which stand
out most obnoxiously and of which Jews themselves
are often the most unsparing critics, but these com-
ments must fall into place later.

2. A second stage of the spirit of anti-Semitis- m

may be designated as hatred and enmity. It should
be noted that the antipathy referred to immediately
above was not hatred. Dislike is not hatred, nor is it
necessarily enmity. One may dislike sugar in his tea
without troubling to hate sugar. But undoubtedly
there are people who because they have let their dis-

likes deepen into prejudice, and perhaps also because
of unpleasant experiences with members of the Jewish
race (probably a million Americans have been brought
to the verge of becoming Jew-hate- rs this winter be-

cause of contact with Jewish merchants and landlords)
may be classified as, at least, incipient anti-Semite- s. This
is most of all unfortunate for the persons who harbor
these emotions. It is unfortunate in that it unfits the
mind to consider intelligently the facts which constitute
the Jewish Question, and also unfits it to deal with them
in a fair and constructive way. For one's own sake,
whatever the provocation otherwise, it is better not to
let passion deflect the needle of one's mind. Hatred at
the wheel means hazard on the course. Enmity lives
in the vicinity of the Jews more than of any other
race, and the reason for this is one of the puzzles of the
ages. The Jewish nature itself, as shown in ancient
and modern history, is not without its own share of
enmity, and it either evokes or provokes enmity where
it comes in contact with those Aryan races which fol-

low their natural impulses unchecked by cultural and

ethical influences. This age-lon- g conflict of the Jew
has puzzled the minds of students for generations.
Some explain it Biblically as the curse of Jehovah upon
his Chosen People for their disobedience to the dis-

cipline by which He would have made them the Prophet
Nation of the world. If this offense must come, if it

is part of the Jew's heritage, an old saying Christian
and Scriptural, by the way would still remain true:
"it must needs be that offences come, but woe to that

man by whom the offence cometh."

3. In some parts of the world at various times, this

feeling of hatred has broken into murderous violence,

which has roused, as wholesale physical outrage always

does, the horror and resentment of humanity. This is

the extreme form in which anti-Semitis- m has exhibited

itself, and it is the charge of intending to stimulate it

here and elsewhere which every public discussion of

the Jewish Question has to bear. There is, of course,

no excuse for these outbreaks, but there is sufficient

explanation of them. The Jews usually explain them as

expressions of religious prejudice, and the Gentiles as

rebellion against an economic yoke which the Jews

have woven for the people. It is an astonishing W-tha-t,

to take one country, the parts of Russia where

anti-Semit- ic violence has been most marked are
and wimost prosperous parts, so prosperous indeed

II.

1. It is not recognition of the Jewish Question. If
it were, then it could be set down that the bulk of
the American people arc destined to become anti-Semite- s,

for they are beginning to recognize the exist-
ence of a Jewish Question and will steadily do so in
increasing numbers as the Question is forced upon
them from the various practical angles of their lives.
The Question is here. We may be honestly blind to it.
We may be timidly silent about it. We may even make
dishonest denial of it. But it is here. In time all
will have to recognize it. In time the polite "hush,
hush" of over-sensiti- ve or intimidated circles will not
be powerful enough to suppress it. But to recognize it
will not mean that we have gone over to a campaign
of hatred and enmity against the Jews. It will only
mean that a stream of tendency which has been flowing
through our civilization has at last accumulated bulk
and power enough to challenge attention, to call for
some decision with regard to it, to call for the adoption
of a policy which will not repeat the mistakes of the

Anti-Semitis- m has unquestionably swayed large sec-
tions of humanity at various times, warping the vision
twisting the characters and staining the hands of its
victims, but the most amazing statement that can be
made of it is that it has never accomplished anything in
behalf of those who used it, and it has never taught
anything to the Jews against whom it was used.

The grades of anti-Semitis- m arc fairly numerous,
and a few of them may be cited here:

L There is first that degree of anti-Semitis- if it
may be so described, which consists in a plain dislike


