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Can Cox, of Ohio, Land the

'Frisco Prize?
By H. O. BISHOP

possesses the particular ability needed at this timebringing together the representatives of capital Jk!
furnish employment and those who will be employ d
to keep the wheels of industry moving. The great
domestic problem of the next four years is to re-est-

lish confidence between capital and labor throughout
the country. The solution of this problem is demon
stratcd now in Ohio under the six-ye- ar leadership ofGovernor Cox.

"In the face of increased cobt of government dur-
ing the war and the loss of several millions of dollars
in revenue previously derived from the liquor traffic
Governor Cox kept the fiscal affairs of the state on asolid footing without increasing taxes or invoking
single new source of income. A modern budget system

a

adopted in 1913 made this accomplishment possible andthis system came to be because Governor Cox, when
serving on the appropriations committee in Congress
saw the need of this fiscal plan of government. '

"Governor Cox met all the tests of a strenuous war
period, manifesting the highest order of leadership in
his ability to pick men to handle efficiently the tasks
given them, and work one with the other to a common
end. In the bitter stress of the war winter when rai-
lroads were stagnated and the failure properly to di-
stribute coal caused distress and loss, Governor Cox took
charge of the situation and brought immediate relief
in his own state, and pointed the way for relief els-
ewhere.

What His Record Discloses

441 X THE crusade against high living costs, Governor
1 Cox proceeded against and secured conviction of

cold storage operators who were holding food products
overtime to keep up prices.

"When in the disordered period of reconstruction,
strikes were prevalent throughout the United States, the
situation was met in Ohio in a way which attracted the
attention of the entire country.

"During the steel strike peace and order were mai-
ntained, the right of free speech was not infringed, pro-
perty damage was prevented, and this without the use

of a single soldier.
"Local public officials were instructed that peace and

order must be maintained, that rioting must be pr-
evented, but that there must be no interference with the

right of men to organize and express their grievances,
nor must there be any interference with the right of

any other men to work. To Enforce this policy it was

necessary to remove but one mayor of a large city.

This the governor did not hesitate to do, although the

removed official was a Democrat, and the vice mayor,

his successor, a Republican.
"In the entire six years of the incumbency of Go-

vernor Cox, the militia, of which Ohio has a complete d-

ivision, has never been called out to quell a strike.

''With all the coal mines of the country tied up u-
nder general strike, Governor Cox called separate co-

nferences of all the operators and miners in Ohio, and

secured from them agreement to leave the matter of

settlement in his hands, planning the outcome in such

a way as to bring immediate agreement of the warring

factions with the Federal government at Washington.

"A severe winter found Ohio without seed corn,

and farmers were required to pay as high as $20 a

bushel for seed. Governor Cox sent agents into other

territories where climate and soil conditions were sim-

ilar to Ohio, and secured a supply of seed corn at a

cost of less than $3 per bushel.
"The toll of the war and the lure of the city were

depleting farm labor. To meet this need, Governor

Cox arranged for the purchase of a large number of

tractors through private agencies, called a meeting of

farmers at the state capital and conducted a tractor

school under the supervision of experts, so that within

two weeks' time more than 6,000 tractors were put into

use within the state, and instead of a shortage ot

labor decreasing acreage and crop production, the man-

ner in which the shortage was met actually increased

them in large percentage. . . .

"With the adoption of the new constitution in CHiio,

which was advocated by Governor Cox, and his ele-

ction coincident therewith, there was chosen t
lature dominated by his own party. In his second term

of office he was again given a Democratic legislature,

so that the progressive laws of the first adm,n,st"d'
tion were refined as needs were shown, by the

In his third term, being the only Democrat electee o

the state ticket, he found himself surrounded d

reactionary Republican legislature which sought to

stroy much of the progressive legislation Wtlnowr
acted; but by his veto and influence among the m

progressive members, he was able to save to tne

that which had been given. . fnv- -

"All classes of citizenship have confidence in

ernor Cox because he accepts safe counsel, and is a

fUUe: c... nut through

establishment sets aside a reasonable profit and then
adds to it the amount that must be paid to the gov-

ernment. This in turn is done by the manufacturer,
the jobber, the distributor and the retailer, the inevitable
result being a staggering cost to the consumer.

"Approximately four billion dollars will be neces-
sary to conduct the department of government and to
meet sinking fund and interest charges. Almost half
of this could be derived by applying a tax of from one
to one and one-ha- lf per cent on the volume of business
done by any going concern.

"It would be a simple matter to collect the tax ; the
taxpayer would not be confused by it, and it would be
neither cause nor alibi for excessive prices.

"I favor the abolishment of the federal inheritance
tax just as soon as we can get along without it. This
method of taxation should be left to the states. Tax on
inheritance i ba.-e-d on the principle of government
being compensated for service rendered in conveying
property from one generation to another. A man makes
a will and it has a definite force and effect because
the law legalizes it. The right is given to him by the
state and the process of the distribution of his estate is
through the agency of local government. The Federal
authority has nothing to do with it. Therefore, the com-
pensation for services rendered should be to the states.

"There is some hysteria over the subject of active
elements in this country that arc menacing to the gov-
ernment. There is no danger in the situation, although
it might be aggravated easily if the governmental pol-

icy of restraint and common sense that has endured
through the years were to become one of force and
terrorism. There must be no compromise with treason,
but the surest death to Bolshevism is exposure of the
germ of the disease itself to the sunlight of public view.
In the old days, the treatment for scarlet fever con-

sisted of an intensive attack on the high temperature
of fever. The result was a reaction on vital organs
that left permanent affliction. Now the fever, under
restraint, is permitted to run its course and what was
once regarded as a very serious ailment is little more
than a simple malady.

"We must protect ourselves against extremes in
America. The horrors and tragedies of revolution can
be charged to them. If government is assailed, its
policy must not become vengeful. Our fathers, in
specifying what human freedom was and providing
guaranties for its preservation, recognized that among
the necessary precautions was the protection of in-

dividual right against governmental abuses.
"If the alien, ignorant of our laws and customs,

cows in fear of our government, he is very apt to be-

lieve that things are much the same the world over, and
he may become an easy convert to the doctrine of resist-
ance. The skies will clear, but meanwhile, government
must be firm yet judicial, uninfluenced by the emotion-
alism that breeds extremes. The less government we
have, consistent with safety to life and property, the
better for both happiness and morals. A policeman on
every corner would be a bad index to the citizenship of
the community, for it would reflect a foolish concept of
conditions by the municipal officers.

'In this, I merely seek to give point to tt necessity,
now that the war is over, of junking most of our in-

stitutions devoted to war, and scaling governmental
machinery down to the very point of necessity and
efficiency.

"It is idle to talk of reducing governmental expense
if the nation has to be armed to the teeth, and vast
armies and navies will be necessary if the concerted
plan of international peace fails. The guaranty against
war is a credit against which a debit charge must be
made, and after all this is the very crux of the con-
troversy over the League of Nations. There can be no
result worth while unless the nations of the earth as-
sume a definite obligation. The mere promise of this
country to place its responsibility on the shifting sands
of congressional caprice is a travesty of human in-

telligence. We are seeking to shake ourselves free
from the cost of war and yet the task of readjustment
along the line of constructive economy is faced at the
very outset with the question of what our military
and naval policy shall be."

Having in mind the fact that the average voter is
in the habit of judging the future promises of a can-
didate by his record of past achievements, I hunted up
one of the governor's closest business and political
friends and asked him to tell me something about his
record covering his six years as Ohio's chief executive.
His reply follows:

"Cox was first elected governor as a result of ad-
vocacy of a new progressive constitution, which was
adopted. He changed the old order of things in Ohio,
making government responsive and effectual as well as
orderly and efficient. Well-planne- d laws and aggressive
administration removed most of the causes of conflict
between employers and employes; doubt and distrust
each of the other were eliminated ; and directly through
his agency these elements were brought together in
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JAMES M. COX, Governor of Ohio

are a number of people out in Ohio who
THERE that a man who can be elected gov-

ernor of that state three times is unquestionably
the one man who can easily lead the Democratic party
to a presidential victory next November.

That man, of course, is James If. Cox, present gov-
ernor of the Buckeye State.

It is asserted in many sections of the country that
the rapidly growing popularity of Governor Cox as a
contender for nomination honors at the San Francisco
convention is causing deep anxiety at the campaign
headquarters of William Gibbs McAdoo, Alexander
Mitchell Palmer and Robert Latham Owen, the other
three seekers for Democratic presidential honors.

If Cox can scale the ladder of political success as
rapidly in the next few months as he has in the past
few years, he ought to be able to leave the McAdoo-Palmer-Ow- en

bunch at the pole and lope home with
the nomination.

Cox has been making constant progress ever since
he started wearing pants. He has had wide experience
in various lines of endeavor, which gives him a keen
insight into human nature and enables him to get the
viewpoint of citizens from the lowest to the highest.

There is nothing single-trackis- h about his thinking
or his accomplishments. He possesses a breadth of
mentality that makes it possible for him at all times to
size up and understand single tracks, double tracks,
four tracks, terminals, way stations and, in fact, the
whole general scheme of things. He sees the whole
governmental picture at a glance, not merely a shadow
or a high ipot here and there. For instance, he knows
the needs of the farmers of America, because he was
born on a farm and performed every conceivable kind
of farm work until he had picked up enough educa-
tion to engage in the laudable work of country school
teaching. His next job was that of newspaper reporter,
then, in succession, editor, secretary to a congressman,
owner of a newspaper, a member of Congress for two
terms, and governor of Ohio for three terms the only
Democrat ever able to accomplish that triple feat.

With a past record like that, is it any wonder that
his friends arc so dead certain that he will be the
dominating figure at 'Frisco from start to finish?

Outlines Issues of Campaign

MR. COX recently reached the half century
of his career. He is as strong and healthy as

a buck private and farm hand combined. In case he gets
the nomination he will have the stamina to make a
red-h- ot campaign from coast to coast and from the
Canadian line to the Gulf coast.

Here is the way this husky and hustling Democrat
speaks of the big national problems of the day:

"We must give immediate attention to matters of
domestic concern. Our whole economic status seems
to be unnatural. Prices are high and they will remain
so until we seriously dedicate our efforts to the wiping
away of things that came with the war.

mA considerable factor in the high cost of living is
the continuance of the excess profits tax. In estab-
lishing the selling price of its product, every business

common understanding, and for common effort He
governor in inc unucu
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