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When an American Woman Can't Vote
By HELEN PUTNAM VAN SICKLEN preme Court was called in and it de

clared that "marriage with an alien
is the story of the second

THIS I became an American cit
The first time was when

I was born in Milwaukee ; the sec-

ond, when I was naturalized in San Francisco. eome to the superior court in the city for the hearing
of Will's case. Week after week went by Nothing
was done. Will couldn't proceed without rm witnesses.
They couldn't come. I grew more and more weary of
being an alien in this my native land.

Will was awfully busy. So I volunteered to go to
the naturalization examiner's office to make arrange-
ments for a substitution of witnesses. There I met
a courteous gentleman who listened gravely to my
request.

"Why can't they come?"
"They do not live in the city. It is inconvenient

for them."
"Where arc they?"
"Stanford University."
"Stanford University!

ride. Inconvenient ! Bah !

An hour's
We ll sub- -

What's that?
It's anarchv !

produces no dissolution of native al-

legiance of the wife. It may chaniM
her civil rights, but it does not affect her political
rights or privileges. The general doctrine is that no
SefSOfl can, by any act of their own without the con
sent of the government, put off their allegiance am!

aliens If it were otherwise, then a frmme alia
would by marriage become, ipso facto, a citizen, and
would be dowable of the estate of her husband, which
is clearly contrary to the law."

Along in 1839 our Supreme Court again handed out
a decision that "a femmr tevtri might be naturalized
even against the consent of her husband

It wasn't until 1855 that an alien woman acquired
citizenship by marriage to an American. An Act of
Congress on February 10 of that year states: Any
woman, married or who shall be married to a citizen
of the United States, shall be deemed a citizen."
Kleven years before, in 1844, Great Britain had passed
precisely the same law, conferring citizenship on alien
wives of British subjects. They went ahead of u
then, and again in 1870 when a new Act of Parliament
ruled that "a married woman shall be deemed a subject
of the state of which her husband is for the time be-

ing a subject." We reached that stage in 1907 under
Roosevelt. I'll get to that later.

Even now things didn't run smoothly for the State
Department. Case after case was decided this way
and that. For instance, in 1862 Attorney -- General Bates
held that Mrs. Preto's marriage to a Spanish subject
in the United States and her later removal to Spain
did not deprive her of her native citizenship. In 1877
Solicitor General Phillips decided that the marriage of
Mrs. D'Ambrogia, an alien-bor- n woman, to a natural-
ized citizen of the United States conferred on her "a
permanent status of citizenship defeasible only as in
the case of other persons," and further held that "her
subsequent marriage with an alien did not affect this
status." Then there was Mrs. Berthemy, born in
France of American parents. She married a French-
man and lived in France until his death. In 1866
Attorney-Gener- al Stanberry ruled that she was nut a
citizen of the United States. Yet nine years later, in
1875, it was uniformly held that a father's naturaliza-
tion conferred the same privilege on his minor children.
Now in the case of Campbell vs. Gordon, the child re-

mained in Scotland fifty years, married and lived with
an alien husband until his death, and still the United
States court held her an American citizen though the
grounds of the decision are not clear.

In the same year the Degallado case brought this
opinion : "It would seem that the marriage of a
female citizen of the United States with a foreigner,
the subject of another country by whose laws mar-
riage confers citizenship upon the wife of a subject,
and her removal out of the jurisdiction of the United
States and residence in the country of her husband's
citizenship would divest her of her native citizenship.
But it does not necessarily follow that she become
subject to all the disabilities of alienage, for instance,
as inability to inherit or transfer real property." Sim-
ilarly in 1890 it was held "that her American citizen-
ship was held for most purposes to be in abeyance dur-
ing coverture, but to be susceptible of revival by her
return to the jurisdiction and allegiance of the United
States."

More Acts of Congress

another decision had to be made in 1883. ASTILL girl came here with her parents. They did
not seek naturalization. She married an American cit-

izen, and at his death married Mr. Pequinot. also a na-

tive of France who never sought naturalization. Then
we learned that "an alien who has once become a citizen
by marriage which is subsequently dissolved may resume
her alienage by marriage to a native of her own country ."

Nellie Grant Sartoris, General U. S. Grant's dann-ter- ,

settled her case in a more original manner. Her
husband was a British subject. Likewise she became
one, and lived in England until his death. On her re-

turn home she petitioned the restoration of her Amer
ican citizenship. So, the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives in Congress assembled and declared she
was "unconditionally readmitted to the character and
privileges of a citizen of the United States." That was
in 1896.

Verily, they had had trouble, trouble, trouble. Still
even our most recent legislation won't wholly mollify
the women. Here it is, in the Act of March 2, 1907:
"To resolve any further doubt that might exist because
of variant decisions of the courts and opinions of
secretaries of state as to the effect of the marriage of
an American woman to an alien, the citizenship com-
mission of 1906 recommended, and Congress enacted
the following : Any American woman who marries a
foreigner shall take the nationality of her husband. At
the termination of the marital relation, she may resume
her American citization if abroad, by registering as an
American within one year with a consul of the United
States, or, if residing in the United States at the ter-
mination of the marital relation, by continuing to reside
herein." In the same manner has the matter been
fixed by statute in most civilized countries.

Not one word of the American woman who loses
her citizenship though she never steps foot out of her
native United States of America I

Mercy, how I have digressed from my own simple
story ! The naturalization court interested me greatly.
I went along, not because there was any need whatever
for me, but just to see what I could see. A small room
it seemed to me (I had never been in a court before),
and fairly crowded. Seated probably a hundred peo-
ple. Folks sat mostly in groups of three. Foreigners,
the larger part Italians and Spaniards. There were a

Th etc were booths in all the department stores
labeled: "Register Here"; "Women, Do Not Neglect
Your I itien'i Duty " So one morning I stopped at
the desk in the Kmporium. The registrar began at
OQCC with pencil and blank. She asked my name, ad-
dress, birthplace, politics: my husband's name, address,
birthplace right here the mayor-to-b- e lost one vote.

"Is your husband naturalized?"
"He has made declaration of intention to become

so.
"Urn, Mm," she said thoughtfully, "I don't think you

ran ote, then. I'm afraid you have lost vour citizen-
ship"

"What r I was somewhat startled. "Why can't
I vote? I'm a native American citizen, a descendant of
ilfostrioui Americans who fought to make this country
a country, and of others who later fought to keep it
a United States. I, not a citizen of my own country?
I why I can't understand! And besides I've voted
bet ore." I ended lamely.

"Well, 1 think that the same law that conferred
(Jnlltd States citizenship on me, deprives you of your
citizenship. I was born in London, married an Amer-
ican and acquired his nationality. We had better not
go on with the registration. I'll look into the matter
at the city hall to make sure and phone you if you'll
V .ive me your number."

1 did. In a day or two she telephoned to tell me
that our law made me. the American wife of a Ca-

nadian, a "Subject of King George !" "Any American
woman who marries a foreigner shall take the na-

tionality of her husband." Section 3, Act of Congress,
March 2, 1907.

"But I haven't taken any Oath of Allegiance to
I ireat Britain !"

"Neither have I to the United States," she an-

swered. "It doesn't seem to be necessary in natural-
ization bv marriage."

oh r
Can you beat that? I was mad all through yet I

v t ill had ense of humor enough left to think it scream-
ingly funny but nevertheless I was angry. Just plain
angrv. A descendant of a general of the American
In volution, a D A. R. and a Subject of King George
all in one! Whew! History studied in a New Eng-

land primary school had left me no love for a former
king of that name. In fact I have never quite re-

covered ff m a violent prejudice against England en-

gendered in those early schooldays. I fairly hated
the persectttori of the Pilgrims. And I hated still
more becoming one of their nation. I really believe I

ild hive stood with better grace being a French
citien or even an Italian or Dutch subject. But a
subject of King GcOffel Ugh I It's silly, I know I

would denounce anyone else for having the same
feeling. Don't you think our public school history is

at fault in this respect?

An Expatriated Patriot

Involuntarily expatriated! Our
EXPATRIATED! arc interesting. The old gen-

eral doctrim was that "no person can. by any act of his
own, without the consent of his government, nut oft

nil allegiance and become an alien." But times changed

. nd in KS68 Congress declared that "Expatriation is the
voluntary renunciation or abandonment of nationality
or allegiance. The right of expatriation is a natural
Bnd inherent right of all people." In 1007 the modes

ot expatriation were defined also by Congress:
1. By naturalization in a foreign state.

t By taking the oath of allegiance to a foreign

$, By residence of a naturalized citizen of the

United States in a foreign state.
4 By desertion from the army or navy.

1 By marriage of an American woman to a for- -

n8Thcn follows this choice bit: "An American cit-

izen shall not be allowed to expatriate himself when

his country is at war." That ought to have let me

remain an" American. Or else someone should have

dashed in and stopped my wedding crying. 'Halt, she

cannot patriate herself! Her country is at war 1

so far as naturalization is concerned, it seems we have
I wonder ifstill to prove that women are people.

there was any penalty I should have paid.

There was nothing for me to do, but wait till W ill

could become a citizen. I could not apply for natural-

ization myself, for these only are capable of being

naturalized, if they can read and wnte and are of

good moral character:
, A free white person.

2 A person of African nativity or descent.
T n American Indian, except a member of the

five civilied tribes in Indian Territory (now a re

ervation in Oklahoma).
When Will became a citizen I d be onenot before.
Queer laws-M- ark Twain must have been more

"However, such is the
sail than merry when he said:
human race. Often it does seem a pity that Noah and
his party did not miss the boat.'

Several months passed. The time came for W ill to
make his petition for naturalization. The whole thing

somewhat complicated because he had made thewas
declaration in Texas. However, in due time, the Call-forn- ia

office notified the Texas office and their notary
take depositions from two citizens regarding Will s

to
residence there. Well and good; but by that time his

San Francisco witnesses here had moved away from
sll convenient for them to

the city, and it was not at

poena them !"
He hadn't looked so turbulent. One simply can't

subpoena one's friends. He talked at length on the
subject of witnesses, "the most selfish people in the
world." He told mc of many witnesses in many other
places who wouldn't drop everything else to help in
this the greatest work of all the Americanizing of
our foreign -- born. We talked of women and marriage
and citizenship.

"I understand that the suffragists arc working to
ehange that law."

"But thcv'll never succeed if I have any influence."
"Why?"
"Too much trouble has been caused the United

States Government by American wives of aliens resid-
ing in foreign countries and seeking United States
protection. A very complicated and bothersome source
of trouble." He seemed very wise and learned in this,
his own particular field, so I guessed we women were
in for it ; our husband's birthplace would regulate our
nationality and allegiance.

Hunting for Witnesses

FOUND that we were both born in MilwaukeeWE happy discovery). We had even more in com-

mon. We had both lived in the Kast and in the South,
and knew many of the same places. We both loved
Texas. I encouraged him to go on. He was happy to be
able to say, without fear of contradiction from a native
daughter, that he truly thought there were other states
with charms quite equal to those of the Golden State.
It's true that I'm a Californiac along with all the other
Easterners and Westerners and "Subjects of King
George" who claim this state as home. But it was a
relief to get some of the pique against the whole
naturalization system out of my own system by just
listening to him criticize California.

I still intended to substitute witnesses, get Will
naturalized, and become a citizen myself with no more
delay. We went back to our starting point. He saw
that we couldn't subpoena our friends. We would have
to wait till they could come, or were too ill. or dead, or
out of commuting distance. I expressed a hope that
we could finish up before they went on their summer
vacation.

"They are going away?" he asked.
"Yes. in a week or so."
He assumed out of the state. I didn't correct him.

He would accept substitute witnesses when they had
departed.

Will was frankly shocked. And still more shocked
when I asked why I expatriated through no crime and
not of my own volition, and not eligible to regain my
own nationality until death or divorce did us part
should hesitate to outwit a mere judge in an Amer-
ican court.

But Will, not , was going before the court to
swear to the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth, and being of the stuff that makes good cit-

izens, said "No." His no means no. So that ended
that. After all we'd have to wait for the original
witnesses !

However, I had made up my mind that I was go-

ing to vote for a President this November, and you
know that a newly naturalized citizen can't vote for
three months after citizenship is granted. Well, I

went back to the examiner's office. I pretty nearly told
him the truth. Mr. L., the witness, was not very well
chronic heart trouble, and was at his summer camp
near by.

If the examiner had a sense of humor, there was
no give-awa- y twinkle in his eye when he gravely prom-
ised to accept that illness as a valid reason for the
substitution. At last it was all settled. Before an-

other week Mr. and Mrs. S. would come from Stan-
ford to help naturalize us.

i

The Right of Citizenship

little chat with the examiner and a couple
ANOTHER from his reference library revealed to me
this history of the development of our naturalization
laws regarding women. Looks as if we had grown
backward.

"Naturalization is the act of adopting a foreigner
and clothing him with the privileges of a citizen. A
naturalized citizen becomes a member of society, pos-

sessing all the rights of the native citizen, and stand-
ing, in the view of the Constitution, on the footing of
a native." (Since Will's naturalization, do you think
that I am a native-bor- n American citizen or a natur-
alized American citizen?)

Away back in Revolutionary days a certain Ann
Shanks married a British officer and returned with him
to England. Now for some reason or other the Su
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