
was the Salt Lake Tribune, then 
a republican paper edited by that 
brilliant writer, Judge C. C. 
Goodwin. The far-sighted Judge 
Goodwin took up the subject 
seventeen years ago and dis
cussed it in editorial articles with 
the ability and enthusiasm for 
which he is distinguished. The 
matter, however, was left with
out the attention of the national 
government until three years 
later, when it was taken up in 
1889, under President Harri
son’s administiation, 
bill was passed by congress au
thorizing an investigation of the 
subject with a view of ascertain
ing to what extent the arid lands 
could be reclaimed or benefitted 
by irrigation. The matter 
placed under the direction of the 
secretary of the interior, an ap
propriation of f100,000 made, 
and Major Powell placed in 
charge of making topgraphSc 
surveys. Later, upon recom
mendation of the secretary of 
the interior, an additional 
propriation of $250,000 
made, and a committee of 
ators was appointed to visit the 
arid regions and make a report.

The committee made 
tended investigation and 
elaborate report, favoring the 
adoption of some plan by which 
the government should under
take the work. The first refer
ence made to the subject by 
national political convention was 
in 1900 at the Philadelphia con
vention which nominated Mc- 
Kiniey and Roosevelt, when the 
following resolution was placed 
in the platform:

“In further pursuance of the 
constant policy of the republican 
party to provide free homes on 
the public domain, 
mend adequate national legisla
tion to reclaim the arid lands of 
the United States, preserving the 
control and distribution of water 
for irrigation to the respective 
states and territories.

which the water was applied— 
which we.s not in the Newlands 
bill—and that the words: “but 
state and territory laws shall 
govern and control the appro
priation, use and distribution of 
the waters rendered available 
under this act,” should bestrick
en out as virtually subjecting 
the control of federal work to 
state legislatures, some of which 
he doubtless believed, but did 
not say so, to be unfit to exercise 
such a trust, and as certainly ex
posing the settlers to the dangers 
of endless and ruinous litigation. 
At the president’s express re
quirement the bill was amended 
in these respects and became the 
law as it stands today.

The land sharks were thus ef
fectually checkmated.

Just as consistently might the 
democrats claim the credit for 
the homestead bill passed in 
1864, introduced by Representa
tive Crow of Pennsylvania and 
opposed by every democrat in 
that congress. If the decalogue 
and the golden rule were not 
quite so ancient the democrats 
would claim them.

The homestead bill and the ir
rigation act will rank as the two 
most beneficent measures for 
curing homes for the people ever 
enacted by congress. The credit 
for each belong to the republi
can congresses and republican 
presidents—Lincoln and Roose
velt.
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congress,
Roosevelt urged the enactment 
of legislation in aid of develop
ment by irrigation.

Encouraged by the president’s 
recommendation, western mem
bers of the senate and congress 
of both parties, took the matter 
up, organized a committee with 
Senator Warren (republican) of 
Wyoming as chairman, drafted 
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a bill SILVER CITY,was pre
sented in the senate by Hans- 
brough, a republican, and by 
Congressman Newlands, a demo
crat, in the house. It became 
known in the house as the New
lands’ bill, and this constitutes 
the only foundation the demo
crats claim for it being a demo
cratic measure. In presenting 
the bill in the bouse, Representa
tive Newlands referred to and 
quoted that portion of President 
Roosevelt’s message.

But the bill as adopted by the 
committee was unacceptable to 
the president as it afforded spec-

With it. usual proclivity for 0'^,,^ landow"er“M 
claiming the credit lor every ZE, £ “onS?ol,ze 1*s
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I “ TT f bee“ aP- and told them if it was not
proved, the democratic party is u . . , . ,•' , F , r T changed in certain respects henow claiming the national im- ,5, ., , ^ ‘ . utJ
gation net as it. very own. A ^ coinpeiied to veto it.
le» recorded fact, entirely dis- The »p«,flc char.ges that here-
prove this claim, although it is fff' “re,ttbat tbe

, ,® tary of the interior should be
true that the democratic sen a- , , ... - .. ^ „ -, ... , empowered to withdraw from en-tors and representatives from . e , ....j -j . . . , try all lands proposed to be lrn-
the and states were in favor of . ,, . . K ; ,ite passage. 'Mtead of

The Uret newspaper, webelieve, qU,red '°.r ditches
• to j I . *7, ’ , ! as provided m the bill; that no

to suggest that the national l , ,, , ., ., , , ... , , water should be sold or delivered
government should lend its aid except to bona fide settlers, 
in the reclamation of arid lands tually living on the land to
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