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TAKING INVENTORY 
The national strike has been called off and 

in a thousand different textile communities 
the work of rehabilitation begins, just as af- 
ter the World War the nations of the world 
found themselves facing new and almost un- 

solvable problems which had been growing 
up unnoticed during the hysteria of the war 

days. In many ways we are still suffering for 
that war of 1 6 years ago. 

This coming down to earth to face the grim 
realities of everyday living is most difficult. 
Like the newlyweds return, the honeymoon 
is over and the grind begins. 
A few will still live among the clouds of rare 

promises but the bulk of us must, as always, 
seek the means for daily bread and shelter. 
At the end of every year, one takes inventory 

of what one has. Sometimes there is a gain for 
the year; sometimes there is a loss. One can 
be happy over one and very, very sorrowful 
over the other. It is well to take inventory now 
that our community, wholly dependent on tex- 
tiles, has passed thru the most trying period 
of its history. 
Those mills where crews were permitted to 

go thru picket lines to care for the machinery 
are able to open more quickly. There are other 
mills where the machinery was not given the 
proper attention. One of the local mills is in 
this fix and the damage runs into thousands 
of dollars. Return of labor is impossible until 
the necessary repairs are made. 

Some people never learn by experience, but 
it would seem that all of us would remember 
the Hopewell case where these sort of tactics 
resulted in millions of dollars damage to the 
plant equipment with the result that only a 

few hundred are now employed in plants that 
once employed thousands. 
It is now a settled fact that at least half the 

cotton mills of the country kept running dur- 
ing the strike and, of course, these mills and 
their workers gained by the fact that the other 
half was idle. 

But what about the idle half? The half which 
included all of Halifax County except one 

small mill in Scotland Neck? What have they 
gained? 
On the loss side of the book, we find three 

weeks of no pay. In Roanoke Rapids that am- 

ounts to about $120,000.00. We also find can- 
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celled orders which have gone to that other 
half of the naton’s mills that kept running and 
which means that as many cannot be employ- 
ed as before until orders return to normal. 

Counting the present week’s lack of payroll 
and those who will not be able to work for some 

time due to the trade conditions, it is safe to 

say that the strike cost Roanoke Rapids work- 
ers nearly two hundred thousand dollars. 
As most of this money is spent at home, it 

cost the merchants and other business men 

about the same in turnover business. 
Nor is it all over yet, this loss. One mill is 

running part time this week due to the condit- 
ion of the neglected machinery. The other 
mills are still idle. Workers who return are 

deeply in debt. It is two weeks after that re- 

turn before they draw pay and they owe their 
grocer, their house rent for a month, their light 
bills for the same period, and various other 
debts which have piled up during the strike 
period. 
It is safe to say it will be nearing Christmas 

before these bills are all paid and the workers 
have that extra money which is so neceessary 
to make the wheels go ’round. 
And we have said nothing about those who 

will not be able to work because the work is 
not there for them to do. Half of Roanoke and 
Patterson will not return to work as only one 

shift will be needed for months to come. What 
have they gained by the strike which has taken 
orders away from the mills for which they 
worked? 

The United Textile Workers claim a great 
victory. The fact is that nothing has been gain- 
ed yet. Those who go back to work get tlje 
same wages, the same hours, the same status 
so far as recognition is concerned. The only 
gain, if it may be called such, is the appoint- 
ment of some more boards to investigate. 

Locally, the strike came at 
a mighty bad time for all 
concerned. We will feel the 
direct effects for six months 
or more- Here is why. At 
this time of the year, Rose- 
mary Manufacturing Comp- 
any and Roanoke Mills No. 
2 should have been making 
up the samples for the new 
lines of furniture covers- Roa- 
noke No. 1 and Patterson 
should have been doing the 
same on flannels. Salesmen 
and customers are crying for 
the new line and there is no 
new line. 

Now if all the mills had 
been closed by the strike, 
everybody would have start- 
ed at scratch on the new lines. 
But half the mills in the 
country kept running and 
those mills have their new 
lines and samples made up 
and on the market. They 
will get the orders for the 
next six months while the 
local mills must cripple al- 
ong the best way they can 
until the new lines come in 
six or eight months from 

now. 

Eyes Examined and Glasses 
Fitted. Office near Roses 10c 
Store. Up stairs. Hours 9 to 12 
and 1 to F. In every day except 
Mondays. 

Dr. E. D. Harbour 
Optometrist 

Roanoke Rapids, N. C. 
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