
on General Crook on the wead waters of the Rosebud. There was 
a stubborn resistance for hours on both sides. After the first attack 
Crazy Horse succeeded in withdrawing his men to strongholds in 
the surrounding bluffs, where they could accomplish much harm to 
the enemy, forcing General Crook to give it up as a hopeless case. 
The Indians admit that many of their men were wounded but claim 
the number of deaths to have been very few. Although within a 
hundred miles, more or less, of the other two Generals' forces, with 
whom he had hoped to co-operate, yet General Crook's couriers, 
scouting the mountains, failed to get in communication with the 
other generals' couriers. Major Reno was probably within forty 
miles of Gen. Crook during the encounter. Crazy Horse at once 
withdrew his men to the big encampment on the little Big Horn. 

Utterly unconcious of General Crook's nearness, General Terry 
and Col. Custer were encamped on the Yellowstone, near the 
mouth of the Tongue River. Gen. Terry had quarters on "The 
Far West." They were daily expecting news from Major Reno, 
who was scouring the country to the South, searching for the Indian 
Trail. About sundown, on the 19th of June, two days after General 
Crook's encounter, a dispatch from Major Reno announced having 
discovered a trail, heading toward the Little Big Horn valley. They 
had counted 400 lodge fires. Major Reno's report was in harmony 
with other information Gen. Terry had collected, and he determined 
to muster all available forces in the country for consultation at the 
mouth of the Rosebud. Couriers hastened at once to notify Reno 
and Gibbon. That night Col. Custer with the 7th cavalry resumed 
the march up the Yellowstone. Early next day Gen. Terry, followed 
him aboard the Far West. 

By the evening of the 21st these officers met in council with Gen. 
Terry at the place mentioned in the dispatches—the mouth of the 
Rosebud on the Yellowstone. They were very seriously concerned 
for lack of information as to the relative strength of the enemy. 
Nothing had been heard from Gen. Crook, and of the great camp he 
had encountered at the head waters of the Rosebud. Gen Sheridan 
had sent a dispatch that an aggregate of 1800 lodges was reported 
missing from the several Sioux agencies, but it failed to reach Gen. 
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