
"Let My People Go" 

DR. MONTEZUMA'S passionate appeal "Let my people go," is 
calculated to stir deeply the feelings of many readers. Dr. 

Montezuma is a full-blood Apache whose early childhood was spent 
among the Indians and who was afterwards brought up and highly 
educated among white people. He is a physician in Chicago and is 
a progressive Indian who has taken an active part in some of the 
councils of the Society of American Indians, Whatever he says as 
a spokesman for his race is entitled to consideration. 

His contention in brief is that the eight thousand employes of the 
Indian Bureau are mere perfunctory job holders, fearful only that 
their posts may be abolished and their charges placed on a political 
basis of equality with other Americans. "The truth may hurt but 
it is never wrong, and in the long run it conquers," he declares. 
"The Indian Bureau is the only obstacle that stands in the way of, 
and hinders, the Indian's freedom. It seems strange so incredible, 
that in order to free ourselves we Indians most fight and kill the very 
organ that was created to free us." 

But is not Dr. Montezuma here indulging too much in mere glit
tering generalities? There is much testimony to show that a large 
number of the employes in the Indian Service are earnestly devoted 
to the best interests of the Indian and are working honestly to pre
pare him for independence. Among others Dr. Frederick A. Cleve
land. director of the bureau of municipal research in New York, 
who was recently engaged upon an investigation of the Indian Office, 
has puplicy paid tribute to the broadmindedness with which the 
whole force of the Indian Department addresses itself to its job the 
kljob" being the fitting of the Indian to do without the Bureau. 

If all the Indians were in the same class with Dr. Montezuma in 
experience and industrial independence his argument would be 
more convincing But there are thousands of his people upon the 
reservations who are still untrained and inexperienced in the struggle 
of American life who could not help but fall victims to the fierce 
competition into wich they would be thrown if all protection of their 
interests were suddenly removed. To offer a concrete question one 
would like to know if Dr. Montezuma believes that the removal of all 
restriction upon the alienation of Indian land would just now con
tribute to the prosperity and welfare of the Indians. And if, as he 
vehemently insists, beaurocratic paternalism has demoralized the 
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