
! iVews Items of General Interest 

THIS DEPARTMENT IS OPEN FOR CONTRIBUTIONS CON
CERNING THE INDIAN AND HIS PROGRESS EVERYWHERE 

OFFICE COMMISSIONER OF IN
DIAN AFFAIRS. 

"WASHINGTON. 

April 2, 1918. 
My dear Governor: 

I have just read a newspaper item 
in which a mention is made of your 
action looking towards the elimina
tion of bootleggers from the zinc and 
lead mining districts of northeastern 
Oklahoma, and I wish to heartily 
commend your attitude as I do the 
Attorney General, who I understand 
is cooperating with you. 

Dependable information and per
sonal observation have convinced 
me that liquor conditions are very 
bad, particularly in the localities 
surrounding Miami, in Osage Countyi 
and portions of the country above 
the Red River, more especially north
east of Wichita Falls and in the south
eastern part of the State. 

I am doing everything in my power 
t J drive these disreputable law break
ers out of business in Indian country, 
there and elsewhere, in which effort 
I have had the earnest support of the 
Department of Justice and, in most of 
the states, the aggressive assistance of 
the state and local authorities. 

Oklahoma has a unique border 
surrounding, in this, that to the north 
lies prohibition Kansas, on the west 
New Mexico in which prohibition is 
about to become effective, on the 
south Texas where the ten mile zone 
law will be in force on April 15, with 
state-wide prohibition there after 

June 26, and there is prohibition in 
Arkansas on the east, so that there 
remains unprotected from invasion 
by the bootleggers but the small gap 
on the Missouri line in northeast 
Oklahoma. 

W ith all the territory where liquor 
is accessible thus cut off it would 
seem to be within the reach of two 
great departments of the government 
and your strong arm to effectively 
make life so miserable for the illicit 
trafficker in liquor, out of Joplin, that 
he will flee as from the wrath of God. 

Of all men the bootlegger, as a 
class, is the most despicable. He has 
no respect for God, man, even for his 
own family. There is no legitimate 
place for him anywhere on earth* 

He is without a defender. 
Altogether, we can, should, and I 

have faith to believe will free your 
otherwise splendid population and 
wonderful wealth-producing State of 
the the lowest of low down criminals. 

Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) CATO SELLS, 

Commissioner. 
Hon. Robert L. Williams, 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 

The descendants of the compatriots 
of Washington and Paul Jones are 
fighting once again side by side with 
the descendants of the compatriots of 
Lafayette and Rochambeau. The 
time and opportunity have come for 
a nation to pay a great debt of gratitude 
for service rendered in great national 
need and America is paying France 

17. 


