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The Conduct of the Rccitation. 
BY M. E. PERRY 

O BE considered a successful teacher, one's best efforts 
should be put forth during the recitation period, for this 
is the most important part of the school-day to the child. 
"While he has been acquiring new deas during his study 

hours, it is at this time that they are really being made over into new 
ones. 

There are many purposes to be considered in conducting a re
citation. It should be every teacher's aim and effort to lead every 
pupil under her instruction from a crude state of development to a 
life more abundant. One must not only devote the recitation period 
to a thorough understanding of the lesson at hand, but must try to 
imply a lesson for future living. For the time will come when the 
pupil's happiness and well being, as well as his usefulness to society, 
will depend largely upon the type of mind acquired by him during the 
years of his formal schooling. 

A second purpose of the recitation is to test knowledge. There 
may be something in the lesson that is not properly understood. Be
cause the pupil says he understands the principles involved should 
warrant no such conclusion or the teacher's part. The weak places 
in the pupils' conceptions must be found by careful detailed inquiry 
and must be strengthened by the same kind of slow going process. 

Many pupils try to conceal rather than to overcome their ignor
ance, because so many teachers have the habit of making it reflect 
too seriously upon the child when he gives a wrong answer, and the 
pupil thinks it shameful or disgraceful to make a mistake. 

Reticence is a natural characteristic of the growing child, but 
backwardness in a recitation must not be permitted too much or it 
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