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of non-ward citizen Indian children rests upon the superintendent. 
Inspection officials are hereby instructed to make, at each school 
they visit, careful investigation of the eligibility of the pupils enroll
ed and report to me all violations of the school rules and of these 
instructions. Superintendents who negligently permit or approve 
the enrollment of ineligible pupils in Government Indian Schools 
will be held personally responsible. It follows, therefore, that the 
utmost care must hereafter be exercised, both by the reservation su
perintendent and by the non-reservation superintendent, in order 
effectively to enforce these rules. 

Frequently pupils in the prevocational grades have been trans
ferred at Government expense to schools located at great distances 
from their homes when the only justification for such transfer was 
the wish of the pupil or parent, or the desire of an employee to take 
a trip as escort at government expense. This practice must be dis
continued. No pupil will hereafter be transferred to a distant 
school or accepted for enrollment in a non-reservation school until 
he has completed the highest grade in the reservation school, except 
in cases where the reservation school is overcrowded, and then as a 
rule such pupil should be sent to the non-reservation school nearest 
his home. Specific authority must be obtained for any deviation 
from this rule and only in very special cases will authority be grant
ed to pay transportation of pupils in the prevocational grades to 
other than non-reservation schools nearest their homes. 

I wish to again impress upon superintendents, and particularly 
upon reservation superintendents, the importance of giving, special 
attention to the matter of requiring Indians who are financially able 
to do so to contribute more toward defraying the expenses of the 
education of their children. "Where parents or pupils have sufficient 
incomes of their own, they must hereafter be required to bear all or 
a part of the cost of their education. More and more Indians must 
be taught and required to rely on their own resources and to de
pend less and less upon the Government. 

The purpose of this circular and the amendments herewith 
should be made generally known both to pupils in schools and to 
their parents and guardians. I regard this as an important matter 


