
LT. MORRISON TELLS 
OF TRIPJVER LINES 

Extracts of Letter From France 
By an Okolona Boy in the 

Aviation Service. 

May 21, 1918. 
, 

Dear dad: 
I arrived here Saturday 

noon and found a wonderful 
camp. We have excellent 
quarters and lots of modern1 
conveniences and it is really 
a pleasure to be here. The 
country around is beautiful 
and it is hard to realize that 
the Huns are only a few miles 
away. This squadron has al- 
ready accounted for about a 
dozen machines and every 
man is anxious to meet a Ger- 
man. If every squadron we 
send to the front has the ag- 
gressiveness of this one, I can 
promise you the war won’t 
last much longer. I regret 
that I can’t remain with'it, but 
it’s up to me to do the work I’m 
called upon to do. 

I am writing this letter in 
our Red Cross room whose i 
walls already are becoming 
covered with black crosses and 
other souvenirs from German 
planes. 

Last night lots of night 
bombing machines passed over 
and it was a beautiful sight 
to see them dropping differ- 
ent colored flares and giving 
various signals to each other 
While I realize that it is a nec- 

essary thing to do and in the 
lt>ng run may end the war 

quicker and thus save lives,j 
yet I wouln’t care for the job, i 
as I wouldn’t feel right after 
dropping a destructive bomb 
on sleeping women and chil- 

r was in Paris several nights 
ago and the Germans bombed 
the city. I was at the “Casino 
de Paris” taking in a good 
revue when the alarm sounded 
so I immediately left, as I was 
more anxious to see the raid 
than the show. I hurried on 
down to the “Place de TPOp- 
era” where I could get a good 
view of the sky. On my way 
down I passed one woman who 
came up to me and said, “I’m 
afraid.” I told.her I was sorry, 
but I couldn’t calm her fears. 
While I was standing in the 
“Place de L’Opera” all of a 
sudden some shells started 
bursting just above me and you 
should have seen me hugging 
a lamp post to keep the shrap- 
nel from hitting me. I decided 
that it wouldn’t be at all he- 
roic or “romantic” to be killed 
on the streets of Paris! 

After I’ve been here a few 
weeks I expect to be sent to ! 
an observation squadron 
where only two-seaters are I 
used, and their purpose is to 
gather information, take pho- 
tographs and regulate artil- 1 

lery fire. Of course it isn’t as 

great a game as is fighting, 1 

but it is not so dangerous. I 1 
want to learn as much as I can 1 

while I’m at the front, as it ! 

may be quite a while before I 
get back again. 

May 24, 1918. 
Well, at last I have flown 

over the lines. Wednesday 
morning I went up about 9 :45 
and kept climbing until I had 
reached an altitude of 17,00011 
feet. Then I struck out for the 1 
lines and flew up and down \ 
them several times, but didn’t i 

see a single Hun machine. II i 
suppose that it was best I j; 
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didn’t meet any for I am a lit- 
tle stale in flying, as I haven’t 
been doing any of it since the 
last of January. Then too, 1 
am now flying a new type of 
machine with a more power- 
ful motor than those I was ac- 
customed to. I could see the 
trenches all right, but couldn’t 
see much else for two reasons, 
I was too busy looking around 
to keep any Hun from unex- 

pectedly diving on me, and 
second I was flying at too high 
an altitude—over three miles 
up. I could tell, tho, where 
there had been some sharp 
fighting, for the ground there 
was brown, due to having been 
shot up so with heavy shells. 

July 4, 1918. 
About a week ago Major 

MacDill and I rode to Nantes 
where we had dinner with the 
head of French Aerial Gun- 
ery. Several days later we 
made a trip of 150 miles in 
45 minutes notwithstanding a 

strong wind from the North 
which gave our machine quite 
a little drift. 

August 2, 1918. 
Was glad to get back to St. 

Fean. Things are beginning 
:o get in shape now and we are 
expecting our first students 
■vithin a few days. Several 
lays ago I was officially ap- 
pointed O. I. C. (officer-in- 
iharge) Training and have 
ilso been put in command of 
ill the students, so I will have 
ny hands full. Besides a lot 
if first and second lieutenants, 
have one captain under me. 

I am enclosing a picture of 
ne and my Nieuport taken 
ust after arriving from Tours 
ind one taken the next after- 
loon of my machine gun after 
t had been hauled out of the 
ea. You can look at the 
vreck and know that the Lord 
vas good to me. 

GILBERT. 

NEW SYSTEM TRAINING 

In connection with the de- 
'elopment of the new plan of 
he Air Service for thorough 
raining of our flyers before 
hey are sent overseas, expe- 
ienced flying officers are be- 
ng returned from abroad to 
ict as special instructors in 

■-----——J 

the more advanced courses of 
aviation training. Recent prac- 
tice in elemental training now 

gives the candidate more time 
in the air with his instructor 
than heretofore. The new 

plan is known as the Gosport 
system or “All Thru,” as it is 
popularly called in the Amer- 
ican Air Service, and insures 
a closer contact between the 

i cadet and the instructor. 

! 
When the cadets arrive at a 

! flying field from the ground 
school, where they have learn- 

I ed much of the theory of flight, 
engine control and repair, ra- 

j dio, signaling and other kin- 
; dred subjects, several of them 
i are assigned to an instructor 
I who stays with them until they 
have qualified in elemental fly- 

! ing. They are then sent to 
; the special schools for final 
work and training in their par- 

| ticular line, as pursuit, recon- 

naissance, artillery-control, or 

bombing pilots. The old prac- 
tice of giving a cadet so much 
time in the air under instruc- 
tion and then turning him loose 
for his first solo flight, in a 

“sink or swim” fashion, is be- 
ing discontinued and what is 
believed to be a more safe and 
sane system is being adopted. 
—Army and Navy Journal. 

TWO NEW CAPTAINS 
AT NCT HOSPITAL 

Last Saturday First Lieu- 
tenants Alfred J. Bonneville 
and Robert J. Beebe, of Payne 
Field’s Medical Detachment, 
were notified of their promo- 
tions to Captains. The reward 
of the “extra bar” comes from 
consistent and proficient work 
in their departments. 

AN ERROR 

In the issue of ZOOMS dated 
September, 4 the name of 
Charles Simms, Squadron D, 
appears in the list selected for 
Officer’s training camp. The 
name should have been Arthur 
R. Simms of Squadron C. 

_i 

TO ROSENFELD’S LADIES STORE we accord 
the exclusive distribution in r- 

this community of SUskirts 
n r~r*\ —» DRESSES 

bow ns, wraps and S/jlouscs silk waists 
^ / u"u 

GEORGETTE WAISTS 
bearing the COTTON WAISTS 

HOSIERY 
style authen- PETTICOATS 
* * /) NOVELTIES 
ticating label CORSETS 
of which sig- S1LK UNDERWEAR 

•° which sig 
SANITARY GOODS 

nature is a KID GLOVES 

fac-simile. 

Rosenfeld’s Ladies Store 
“The Store For the Better Dresser” 

West Point, Mississippi 

CADET WING NOW 
THE RJW. A. WING 

Commissioning of All Cadets 
Causes Change at Field_ 

Flyers Organized. 

A complete re-organization 
of the Flying Officers at Payne 
Field was effected Monday. 
The former Cadet Wing has 
become the R. M. A. Wing and 
the former Commandant of 
Cadets has become the Execu- 
tive Officer R. M. A. Wing. 

Lieut. ,T. I. Lawrence re- 
mains as Officer In Charge; 
Lieut. Merrill N. Pheatt is Ad- 
jutant; Lieut. W. H. Francisco 
is Asst. Adjutant; Lieut. Dan 
W. Murphy is Executive Offi- 
cer and Lieut. Joseph M. Rath, 
Supply Officer. 

In addition to the change in 
names, the R. M. A.’s have 
been organized into sections of 
not more than fifteen officers 
to a section. A leader has 
been appointed for each divis- 
ion and he is responsible for 
his men in a disciplinary way. 
It is hoped by the new plan to 
eliminate much confusion on 
the flying stages. 

SHIRT COLLAR INSIGNIA 

There has been much con- 
fusion in interpreting the reg- 
ulations regarding the wear- 
ing of the insignia on the collar 
of service shirts and in order 

I to set at rest all discussion of 
the matter the War Depart- 
ment has decided that the “U. 
S.” will not be worn on the col- 

i lar of the shirt. The rank in- 
signia will be worn on the right 
side of the collar and the insig- 
nia of the branch of Service 
will be worn on the left side of 
the collar.—Army and Navy 
Journal. 

West Point’s Grandest Enter- 
prise is Payne Field! 

West Point and Clay County contributed about 
$50,000 in securing Payne. Field, and every man, woman 
and child of the county is heart and soul a Payne Field 
booster, 

We welcome each and every man who comes to the 
Field, and with the assurance that every dealing with 
home-town merchants will be absolutely square. 

Trade with your home-town merchants—your pat- 
ronage is solicited. 

Redus’ Main Street Corner Drug Store 
WEST POINT, MISSISSIPPI 

CITIZENS BANK 
West Point, Miss. 

^/Iccotints of Payne Field 

*Boys Solicited 
AT HEAD OF COMMERCE STREET 

» 

Ha JJigest n 

of the authoritative facts and figures relating to 

jit! the composition and dietetic value of Coca-Cola 
191 will be sent on request. ^ 

West Point Coca-Cola Bottling Co. 
H WEST POINT, MISS. “ 


