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REPORTS & fAPERS most fruit-growers have to be
stow on the question and, as the 
future success or failure depends 
almost entirely upon the manner 
in which these preliminaries have 
been attended to, you need have 
no fears of knowing too much 
about the business. The exper
ience of

apple. The 30 cent man is 
probably the one who cries4 ‘over 
production' ’ and is losing money 
while the other is making a hand
some profit.

For sample let us take the year 
just past. It was a good season 
everywhere. Several of our states 
which had previously missed bore 
heavily last year, hence low 
prices could be expected. Yet 
our fruit was all sold, and shipped 
to Montana, Dakota, Minnesota, 

etc.

consignments’ ’ etc. etc.
Under date Nov. 17, 1894 

from assistant secretary of agri
culture, at Washington D.
In answer to a few interrogatives, 
he says, in closing: There is 
but little doubt but that Idaho ap
ple growers wall find for many 
years to come, a profitable mar
ket for well grown fruit.

And a letter dated Nov. 28, 
1895, from Tanner Commission 
Co.Kansas City,Mo. says among 
others. ‘ ‘We canuse a car of ap
ples at sixty to seventy cents per 
box F. O. B. Idaho, if well 
packed and quality O. K.

I am not particular about many 
Ben Davis; put in all White 
Winter Pearmains, Winesaps, 
and Kings.

Trusting to hear from you with 
a shipment of apples’ ’ etc. etc.

Hundreds of like letters have 
been received by various parties. 
But for want of sufficient quantity 
of fruit, we are compelled to 
decline most of their eager solici
tations .

It is my opinion chat if our 
people will carefully select the 
varieties, best adapted to their 
special climate, grade their fruit 
carefully, be honest in packing, 
they will be able to sell amidst 
the cry of overdone. Choice fruit 
growing will never be overdone, 
at any time.

I
Read at the Annual fleeting of 

the State Horticultural Asso
ciation, Boise City, Jan

uary 22nd, 1896.

C.

[Continued from last issue of The Rural.]

growers in your own 
neighborhood concerning soil, lo
cation and varieties is worth con-

lUOLLOWING are several 
highly interesting and in- 
structive reports and pa

pers presented before the recent 
meeting of the State Horticul
tural Association at Boise City. 
They are of absorbing interest 
to all those who are identified 
with the fruit-growing industry 
of Idaho.
MR. M. J. WESSELS’ PAPER ON 

“THE FUTURE OF FRUIT

GROWING IN IDAHO.'’

il

sidering, as causes vary greatly
For in

stance, the King of T. County 
and Yellow Newtown Pippin ap
ples, which are fine in their own 
native New York, are both fail -

in different localities.

Our peaches netted us 35 to 60 
cents per box, apples 50 to 75 
per box and there is now a scarcity 
in our home market at 75 to 85 
cts. per box, in the midst of a fruit 
country,

While investigating the markets 
of Montana this winter, I found 
car load after car load stacked in 
commission houses which I am 
satisfied will not bring favorable 
returns, as much of it was ab
solutely unfit for human use.

While this fruit was a drug on 
the market, good fruit was in de
mand at a remunerative figure.

That we have the climate and 
soil required to produce fruit of 
superior quality and size is fully 
demonstrated in various ways.

Our shipments to eastern mar
kets, where they came in compe
tition with fruit from all over the 
United States were most success
ful and in consequence we receiv
ed many flattering letters and éd
iterais, eulogizing our fruit.

From the official report of the 
Worlds’ Columbian Exposition, 
the merits of our fruit were rated 
with a special prefix of the words 

but excels chiefly’’ in color, 
uniform size and freedom from

ures here, and so with many va
rieties that we might 
Hence the importance of using 
only such varieties as have been

name.

thoroughly tested in your locality. 
Now if you are going to grow 
your own trees, which is the 
only means of being absolutely 
certain of having such varietiès

Is fruit growing over done, or 
whether it soon will be, is a
question of great importance. 
Notwithstanding Idaho is the 
baby State in the Uffiion, she 
ranks among the older already, 
and great portions of valuble land 
arc vet lying idle, with soil and 
climate of a garden of Eden if 
devoted to some paying industry.

Judging from the growth and 
productiveness of fruit trees with
in our borders, it would naturally

as
you want,you will begin by plant
ing a few apple seeds in anvgood 
garden soil, giving the little seed
lings frequent and thorough‘cul
tivation until about the middle of 
July, when they should be about 
18 inches hivh.

O

sharp spade cut the taproots eight 
inches deep, 
them to throw out many small 
roots and transplant much safer 
than those trees with the Ion

w

Then with a

This will cause

appear to us to be the industry to 
But we are told

Ü
1 engage in. 

that fruit growing is overdone, 
and we are also told that fruit

( r
smooth taproot, a great portion of 
which has generally been cut off 
in taking up the tree. About the 
time the buds begin to swell the 
following sprin
inches below the susface, using 
any variety that suits your taste, 
which may be found bearing in. 
the neighborhood if good grow
ers and annual bearers of £ood 
crops. Nurserymen usually set 
grafts about two inches below the 
surface, but apple trees grafted 
or budded above ground are al
ways worth more than those 
grafted on roots from the fact 
that they will pay for themselves 
by thetr early fruitfulness long in 
advance of the root-grafted tree. 
But as most small planters will 
prefer buying their trees for 
family orchard, the various modes 
of propagation are hardly worth 
discussing in this paper.

Now, as to the selection of va
rieties for a family orchard. Con
sult your own taste of course. la

Treasurer Marcellus champion
ed the prune. If confined to one 
fruit he believed this would be his 
preference. He read from Sec
ond Biennial report of the Oregon 
State Board of Horticulture, 
which pointed out that in only 
about one acre in a hundred

be I

pays well, but what 
from either side.

growing 
proof have we 
Let us briefly' consider on what

icraft about two( rI havethey base their claims.
idea that to the fruit grower of 

1861 and even many years later 
fruit growing is over done.

0 ’ &

an

( (He
i i i can not get 15 to 25 cents per 

accustomed. thousand, could the prune 
grown successfully. With other 
fruits it was different.

insect pests.
Quoting a few lines from letters 

of solicitation, Clemons, Mason 
Commission Co., Kansas City,

We are

pound as he was 
Others have a poor quality, from 
possibly careless cultivation, pick
ing, packing, or trees may have 

been planted on
location for perfect fruit.

a science, and

They
could be grown quite generally. 
Mr. Marcellus urged the superi- 

evaporated prune
Mo. , wrote last year :
looking to the extreme East and ority of the

West for our fruit sup- | when properly treated.
Mr. Davis suggested that

unsuitable land

or
extremeFruit growing is 

only those who attend to it closely We have already had aplies.
few cars from the West, and the j prune and apple brandy might be 

much finer than that | an additional means of revenue 
from the East, that the j from these fruits.

will make a suc- 
1 remember well while in

and carefully, 

cess. fruit is so
coming
demand for the trade is almost

California some 16 years ago, we 
from our section shipped from 

Rosa to San Francisco.

aI j “SELECTING, PLANTING AND CARE 

OF A FAMILY ORCHARD,” BY 

V. D. HANNA, WEISER.

This covers the whole ground, 
but to do the subject justice re
quires more time and study than

entirely for the Western fruit.
Santa
The returns were often very un- The market price for red ap

ples is $r. 75, green $1.50, Bell
flower $2 .00 per box,

car of five hundred boxes 
Wc solicit

One man would get 30 cts 
per box while his neighbor would 
get $1.10, 80 cts. per box differ - 

between a good and poor

like.
at thesé

prices a 
lasts but a few days.ence


