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MOUNTAIN HOME. IDAHO
I J. F. Littooy,4

At the beginning of the packing 
season for winter fruit, I was giv
en charge of the grading and pack- 

A3 I have already told your sec- lag of the fruit which was to go 
retary, I have never before tried to throught the C. P. Y. A. 
make a talk before an audience. 1 The Jonathan apple, the apple we 
am simply an apple grower, with pride ourselves on, the apple we} 
some experience m all lines, from grow the nearest to perfection ofj 
pruning the tree to carryihg the any place cn this globe, none ex-; 
boxes, cepted, was then being packed, and1

Six years ago when I came from I commenced looking around for ex-1 
the east 1 thought that 1 would perienced persons in grading and| 
learn the apple business, and moved} packing, and I found one man who 
to North Yakima, and in dealing) had seen apples packed in Wenat- 
wlth this subject today 1 will give chee and two girls who had packed 
you my experience in Yakima and in Grand Junction, Colo. I retained 
also in Idaho during the past year, them and found I could not use the! 

One day while walking on the man after two days.
I succeeded in getting a friend I

Mr. President, and members of the 
Idaho State Horticultural Associa
tion:

1 v h

CULTIVATION & IRRIGATION
1 Some well meaning but uninformedis what gets results, 

people will tell you that a good tree can’t be raised by irri na
tion. Such talk is utter foolishness. On the contrary, the 
REST trees can be raised by irrigation, if it is done right. 

We don’t depend on irrigation altogether to produce the 
INCESSANT CULTIVATION is necessary. After irrig.i-

;
i

tree.
ting, we get on the ground as quickly as we can and turn 
under all the moist dirt, keeping the ground well loosened 

that it does not bake and harden.
Our success is not due to luck, but to close attention to 

every detail of the business.
Will you need any stock this season? 

our largo catalogue.

#
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If so, send for
street I met an acquaintance who 
was a successful fruit grower and he knew in Washington, Mr. Sherman, 
told me he had been in South Idaho} who has charge of the packing de- 
looking Into the fruit proposition. ! partment here tomorrow, and, dur- 
lle said he had attended the Canyon ing the season he was the only ex
county fair at Caldwell and the 
state fair at Boise.

1 asked him in regard to the Ida
ho apple.

“Well, said he, “they can grow 
just as good an apple in Idaho as 
we can here. The color and flavor 
are equal to ours.”

That statement, coming from a 
fruit grower owning land In North 
Yakima, was a surprise to me, and 
this is the first time I’ve told It. for 
fear the residents of Yakima might 
hang him.

At least they would jndge him in
sane. I asked If they knew how to 
market their fruit, and he said “No, 
for l did not see a well packed box 
of apples at either place.”

The conditions that existed two 
years ago have been Improved upon 
since that time, for I attended both 
of those fairs this year and found 
well packed boxes at both places, 
and while as yet there has been no 
packing done as good as other places 
In the northwest, In the season just 
passed I have seen some very good 
commercial packs.

As we all know, the Hood River 
growers have attained the nearest 
to perfection of any section In the 
northwest, and among commission 
men it Is the standard.

The commercial value of any pack, 
whether Idaho or any other place In 
the northwest, is equal only to Its 
relative perfection to the Hood 
River pack.

I remember two years ago when 
Crosby & Sons of London and New 
York sent their buyer to Yakima.
He had been to Hood River and paid 
them $2.50 a box for a certain grade 
of Spitzenbergs.

Now North Yakima prides herself 
upon the Spitz, makes it her lead
er. and In fact, can grow the best 
Spitz In tho world.

I had the honor of growing two 
years ago the five Spitz in my own 
orchard that took the first prize at 
the A. Y. P.. and scoring 497 out of 
a possible 600. while Hood River 
scored 4 94.

I had a carload of Spitz that these 
five were picked from In the lot 
this man bid on and he only offered

w

1 VAOEC-j,
Washington.Toppenish, omey£perienced person I had.

To say we put those Jonathan ap
ples out in gpod shape would be tell
ing an untruth. The labor we had 
was women and girls that were at
tracted by the high wages that re
port said that they could earn, and 
their only thought, with a few ex
ceptions, was to draw as large a 
check on Saturday night as possi
ble, the majority of them never ex
pecting to grade or pack another 
year.
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MORE SALESMEN WANTED.

Italian Prunes
The demand for Italian Prunes will far exceed the supply this 

We are fortunate In having on hand a small supply of IbisThe Inexperienced graders could 
not tell an apple of 65 per cent red 
from one of 76 per cent, or one of 
85 per cent from one of 95 per cent.

Nine out of ten could not tell a 
Gano from a Ben Davis, and It was 
very hard, especially In the pack
ing house, where we changed vari
eties so often, to get them to make 
any fancy Bens after grading the 
Gano. because they were not red 
enough to suit them.

The same was true of the White 
Winter Pearmain, very few could 
tell the whitish yellow from the 
green that makes the difference be
tween the Fancy and C of this par
ticular variety.

As every orchardlst knows, to get 
tho best results, It Is necessary to 
have the apples properly graded be
fore they go to the packer, for the 
packer Is usually paid by the box 
and will not unusually put a few of 
another grade In the box' if they 
happen to be on the table, and 
while they may be near to the grade 
they are far enough away to en
tirely ruin that box for the high 
grade, and thereby cause the com
mission man to place it In the low
er grade, which means a reduction 
of from 10 to 2 5 cents.

It is impossible to teach the Inex
perienced grader, in a few hours, or 
even days, what Is 70 or '90 per cent 
color on all our different apples we 
are now growing. They will Invar
iably want the same standard for the 
Yellow Newton, Grimes’ Golden, 
White Winter Pearmalns and Winter

season.
tree and will fill all orders at REGULAR PRICES until our slock 
la sold out.

Ornamentals Our Specialty
We have the largest blocks of ornamentals In the state and 

are able at all times to supply you with the rare varieties of orna
mentals which are hardy and home grown.
Also Rare Grape Vines and Small Fruit

M

Remember our plant Is a small one, only about 60,000 frees, 
and we put all our effort Into making our trees the best. Quality 
counts with us. A postal inquiry will bring a prompt reply.

PAYETTE VALLEY NURSERYv
■ 1Anton Diederic^son, Proprietor.

IDAHOPAYETTE

R. B7i WILSON

NURSERY
AT EMMETT, IDAHO

S producing apple, peach, pear, 
prune and cherry trees on ground 
that grows the very best root sys

tem of any trees grown anywhere.
We also grow shade trees.
We satisfy the most particular customers

IBanana.
One of the greatest troubles we 

find In packing Is to get the packer 
to size the apple correctly. In mak- 

|2 3R, Ing a box of 112 they will put In a
When asked the reason he re- few of 88 or 96 size, and an equal

piled the pack was not good and he number that should go In a box of
Tiould have to repack In New York 128 or 135, and, In that way, the
Cltv before exporting. box has the correct number and to

While 1 realize the situation was them looks all right.
The commercial value of such a YOUR PATRONAGE SOLICITED.not nearly so bad In some places In' , x ,

Idaho last year, I wish tu give you box Is very much depreciated in 
experience and you can readily many markets for this reason, 

see that the situation demands Imme- A fruit stand man has a trade of! 
dlate attention if we expect to com- 112 size and when he open this box 
mand the prices which are given to he finds he has some apples that 

neighboring states. 1 are too large for his trade and a few'^

my

our


